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Standing on this undligputcd ground, ono dla8 of tho advocates of the validity
of Romishi baptism maintnin, thîat iiîmsamcl as the want of faitlî, piety or good
intention on the part of the administrator or of the iccipiont of baptisai, dpes
not invp-lidat c the Ordinaure ; nothing can destroy * ut a corruption of -the
Savrameont itselt, citlîdr in -the clement used, or in tliz formula oiaployed. Grant
the corr.cctness of this mothod of solvinq the problcm, and tiiere can bo no very
serions diapuite as te tbe validity of Popîi bap)tismn. Romanists use watcr, and
thcy retiiri the formula prescribcd by Chrir-t. Additions aro muade, but ne sub-
trrctions. As far, tirerefore, as the tests ia quc'stions arc eonceracd, th '
porfoiinance niiglit perbapa, ia the judgment of cliarity, bo accouinted Christiltn
baptisai. This nîcthod, hioevcr, of vcrifying the validity cf baptism ivears

the mark of the Bcast. IL la tho naturiri offspring of the doctrine that
bxptismn is esscntial to salvation ; and hienc Rornists and tlîeir so-called Pro-
têsiant folloers charitably admit both the yîîlidity and the effiuioncy cf baptism
by womei aid laymen, rad even by Turksl, Jevîs, Infidcls, or Protestannts. IL is
truc tlîat they require the ehild to be aft£-rwar(], re-bapîizcd by the priest, cup&
ccreinonéi3, This Iîowcver is designed ns a denial net cf the validity Of obstelric
baptisai, but only of its regularitu. And thcy firmly bolieve that, should a littie
o thus initiated inte ftic Church die before the arriva] et the deptity of Peter te

sign lus paliers, li lans truly regenerated, and gels as safia a pimsport te, heftveul
by tihe mnidiife's baptisai, as if lie id been crosscd, oiled, spitu±d, salted ana
sprinkied by aay cf the auccc';s ocf theo apeýtie8 or cf their deputies. This
t ory was hemn of baptismal réen3ratien. It came into the Churh eaon thoc

bai'k of that de gmn, and with that dcgrna it wilI die. L saveurs se strengly of
Babvion, that arliougli it is the onIy liypetliesis upeon wlxich Protestants ean, as
,wo think, consistently admnit, the validiîy of Ronis baptisra; it bas found littIe
faveur arnong the Reformcd. Churchjes. Calvin, indéed, bas uscd seme un-
greunded expressions whichi countenance this notion; but the great mms cf tihe
early Refermera based the validity cf their ewn Roiir baptisin upon the aupposcd
fact that the Churcli of Rome is a part cf the Visible Ch rcli.

But if ail that is casential to baptiain is that ivater bc applied, and the gospel
fermula emploecd, " by whomsever rit nil, as C.4lvin says, i4L ay have been
administered," thon wilI net. oaly thre boptisra of modern Uiiitnrians, wjîo ferthe
nicat part, we bolieve, comply 'withi these requisitiens, be valid ; but whercver a
poison bas been sprinkled with water, ncrompanicd by the use of tlic baîptismal
fermulda, be it by Mabcmietan,lMormnon, liîfidei, Jcw oiCliri.stian, by Churcli, Teni-
perance Seciety er Railroad Company, there we have valid Clhristian baptisr&-!
This, Nvie can bclieve ? Bapt-is a is in all agea beca regard.ed as the initintpry
Ordinance of the Christian Chtirie, by wlîic.h it recognize-9 iLs members. ..Bnt
bew can bnptism by an open infidel, or by any persen net himself in the Visible
'Chureli, censtitute thre recognition otf anotlier as a member of the Chburch 1 The
adîîîîistrater ha ne conneetion with thec Church, that, lie should, ln luis own
right, initiaLe miembers. le ivaq neyer aiutborized by the iihruîch to net fer-it
Ile was net appeintcd by the Ilead cf the Churci te such an office. low then
eau baptisa by him. be tihe recgnition cf another, as a member of the Vizible
Chureh; wberein la;it more valid than for a i ma t.> baptize himself ? It %vas not. te
infidels, but toe lc curch tEat Christ gave tlie command te disciple aud baptize
the nations. And with thc cermmissionh> gve te. lus Churtci thre promise
wlic senures the efllcieacy heUr cf. the WeoruXî rencled, and cf ibe ordina nce
dispFused, "lLe I amn witli yeu -always, eveq unto th e end of the world.»

The doctrine cf our etandards, anid às wc believe of tie Word cf God,,istiat
unte " the Visible Churcli, Chridtiti given the ministry, oracles and ordinances
,Of -GodY" Conif. chap. 25,* sec. à. Ministers arc the s3ervanta' of thie Churcli for
Ohmist's saOke; 2 Cr. iv., 5. They are thie organa through which thre Churýh


