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ftnciont hymn, as distinguioshing it from the hymne in genoral use in our day.
It la cîinontly scriptural anid devotional. Alinost every sentence lf; a quota-
tion from. God'a word. Wlîethoer in adoration or supplication-and oery lino
ib cither praise or prayer-it derives its inspiration frorn, the Bible.,

COMMONT SCUQOOL EDUCATION IN CANADA WEST.
No. IL

The system of Nativimmal Eduication in Canada Wost is dcservedly attractiflg
attention both at home and abroad. It is as yot iu comparativoly an imperfect
stato, but iin we look at its present position, and tho firmn hôld whlich it is
gradually taking on tic affections of an approving public, and compare them
with the past, an(l when wo remnember the difficultica whieli have been auccesa-
fülly overcome, we may confidently hope for grent things, oen tliou-ýh now and
theu a littie cloild may pass over the horizon.w To Dr. Rycrson, the (3iief' Stiper-
intendent of Education, Upper Canada owes mucli. is practical sagacity is
evident in the very frame-work of the systcmn, and his patience anid energy iu
carrying that system into effect, as well as defending it against unfriendly attacks,
deserve no stiuted praise.

Only ten years hiave elapsed since the Report on a Systern of.Public Elcmentary
Instruction for Upper Canada ivas laid before thie country. That was the firat
step taken towards the present common school system. Ln glancing over the
Chief* Superintendent's Report for 1855, we id that noNw there are 3525 sehool
sections,itlî 3325 schools in operation, affording education (apart from gram-
mar and privateschools) to, 227,864children. The numberofteachers employed
la 2568 maie and 997 female, while ou common schools atoue there was expouded
last year the stun of £224,818. This result ia very gratifying, but it la even
more so whien wve notice the rapid progress that cornmon achool education ia
xnaking. During the last year 124 new achools were establishied, and there can
be no doubt that tîmis year will show an equal if net a greator increase. There
ia also a markcd increase in the atteudance at.the schools. The comnunity is
evidently becoming more and more dceply intereqted in tlîem. The attaiumeuts
of teachers are gradually advancing, thoir salaries are imrnpoviug, aud the course
of instruction is becoming more liberal. These are encouragring features, and
even the violent attacka made by the popiali priestsand newspapers on the com-
mon seheol sy!stem may ultimately prove beneficial, by arousing Protestants
and makiîig themn moro watchîfül againat the shamelesa demýandas and unscruput-
lous devices of the Church of Rome.

We shall endeavour uow to place bef'ore our readers some of the most noticea-
bic features of this systemn of education.

The instruction given la the schools is strictly elementary. In sorne city,
aud in a few country achools, Matiiematies, Latin, and the elements of natural
Science mnay be taughit to a Iimited nuraber of more advanced pupils, but these
are exceptions. Aritimetic, English reading, spelling, writing, history, geogra-
phy, and grammar, rnay be said to constitute a common school education. In
Hiamilton, needle work lia been very properly introduced into the female depart-
meut, aud in several achools. singing, and linear drawing have becu introduced
with happy resuits. lu cities, also, evening sehooîs have been succcssfully
estabhislîed for young people whose education'la imperf'qet, aud yet who caunot
attend school during the day. The book.; moat generally inl use are those of the
Irish National Board. In many respects tliey are the best tliat eau be obtained,
and particularly are flot liable to objections on sectarian. grounds, while they


