
THE QUEBO DIFFTCULTY.1l

it siinply referred to Operative Ma-
sas, and if ne follôw .one sucli
iffling, wvo muet follow al, and once
znote, bècome artisàns and "'hod-
carriera,"1 as of o1l1. TJae idea ià s0
absurd,,that we wonder any man of
sen8e -or learning tolerating thiB relic
of the derk ages. It is a disgrace- te
a society professing to practice a
science sud, te be progressive in its
characÉer.

-THfl QUEBEC DIFFItYLTY.

The London Freemasun, as usual,
resorts te abuse' and threats when the
Qtqebeo dfiuy ereferredl to, andl
as we do not cars, about entering into
the discussion upon suafi termse we
shall merely quote tie article to show
the animits with which the Masonic
press of Engiand is actuatcdl towards
colonial Masons and Colonial, Ma-
sonic Rioits:-

",We call attention elsewheve te
the long-expected &Bull' of 'excom-
munication' issued by the Grand
Lodge of Quebec against the loyal
English Lodges in Canada. As a
mere malter of Masonie form, it. is
utterly ridiculous, and -ipso facto-
-ppworthy, of notice, ana thus il will
ho treated by our bréthren i'n Canada,
and douttless by the Grand Lodge of
England, though it is juat possible it
may pave the ivay for stifi further
complications, of a very seriogxs kind.
The Quebea brethren are relying, no
clo ubtbt on the' support of Éome
irresp6bsÂibl tenchers, and the con-
currence of the American Grand
Lodges. The Ihtter wo greatly doubt
Ior mgny reasons, and for tbis one

epecia1ly, tat tus aot of 'Boy-
tixi' proces on. , adi,8tino.t repudia-

tio of an honorçi.ble undertaldng and

Parated jfromý Englaud, g?àýoniëvài-
lyi as term .of *recognition. it unàder-
to0k Ie. preserveipý ail faieir full righitq

th1. 0t) English Lodges whioh pro ferred
to keep up, as Grand Mag ter Wi]sou
of -Canada declared, openly they Jig'd çk
riglit end reason to their alâgi.
ance te their warranting Grand
Lodge. When the Grand Lodge of
Quebec "lswarmed" from. Canada, iý
was at erst excommufficated by thst
earlier body. When, bý a joiit coin-
mittee, Quebeo sought r200gnhtion
from. Canada, nothing was said about
the illegality of the Engli8h Lodges;
ail that was aàvanced bý' Q uebeo was,
as appears in their own-'Proceedings )'
that they would seek by friendly
negotiations te bring ail lodges undel-
one jurisdiction, an objeot which no.
one need. blame, as it was not at ail
unreas9onable. But gfter a little came
a markpA ol~ over the 'spirit of
thtir dream.' To 'whomsoever be-
longs the credit of stirring up ail thie
badl feeling and dirt we' know not;
but we neither can say much for bis
Masonio pririoiples, bais kIndly feel-
ings, bis good taste or bis common
sense. Everything septmq to us to be
,persona],' and ,govornedl by paten~t
motives of self interest and self-seek.
ing. 'When the Gadogeof Que-
bec asked, after their little-swarmn ana
sohisin, for reaognition by the Grand
Lodge of England, the Grand LodgQ
of England offered them the sarne;
terme as were given to, and accepteil
by, the Grand Lodge of Canada.ý
Thon, for the firat âime, the 'dloyen
foot appeared,' and the 'mak' wae
thrown off. The legal position of the
English Lodges was denied, and the'
aot of the Grana Lodge of Canaaa
blamed atnd repudiated. Of course,
the Grand. of Englapd ',3toodl fast..
Tbe Grand Lodge of Quebec, badly,
advis.ed, as we said. before,, bas gone
on On, a desoending sosie. Iii has
crowvned its deviong and un-Masoffi
bourse by thij stupondous iact of folly;
fatnity, and ingratitud-e. 'Atd here
we leave a very painful episode, a very
untoward page in our contempotary
Masonio history, to the. ialmer.eppré-
ciation of the thoughtfül, -the-iiitellk
gent, the fair, and the juet."


