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it simply referred to Operalive Ma-
sous, and if we follow one such
ruling, we must follow all, and once
mote become drtisins and **hod-
carriers,” as of old. The idea i$ so
absurd, that we wonder suy man of
gense or learning tolerating this relic.
of the derk ages. Itis a disgrace to
s sociely professing to practice a
soionce and to be progressive in its
charaoter.

THE QUEBEC DIFFICULTY.

The London Freemason, as usual,
resorts to abuse and threats when the
Quebec difficulty is referred to, and
a8 wa do not care about entering into
the discussion upon such terms, we
shall merely quote the article to show
the animus with which the Masonic
press of England is actuated towards
Colonial Masons and Colonial Ma-
gonic Rights:—

“We call attention elsewhere to
the long-expected ‘Bull’ of ‘excom-
munication’ issued by the Grand
Liodge of Quebec against the loyal
English Lodges in Canada. As a
mere matter of Masonic form, it is
ufterly ridiculous, and *“ipso facto”
nnworthy of notice, and thus it will
be treated by our brethren in Canada,
and doubtless by the Grand Lodge of
Bngland, though it is just possible it
may pave the way for still fuxther
complications of & very serious kind.
The Quebeg brethren are relying, no
doubt, both on the support of some
irresponsible teachers, and the con-
currence of the American Grand
Lodges. The latter we greatly doubt
for many reasons, and for this one
especially, that this aoct of ‘Boygot-
ting’ proceeds on a distinet repudia-
tion of an honorable urndertaking and
2 Masopic Concordat. When Canada
separated from England, Masonical-
1y, as a term of recognition it nnder-
took to preservein all their full rights

f those English Loodges which preferred
to keep up, as Grand Master Wilson
of Ganada declared openly they had a
right and renson to do, their allegi-
ance to their warranting Grand
Lodge. When the Grand Lodge of
Quebec “swarmed” from Cansds, it
was at first excommunicated by that
earlier body. When, by & joint com-
mittee, Quebeo sought rscognition
from Canada, nothing was said about
the illegality of the English Lodges;
all that was advanced by Quebeo was,
a8 appears in their own ‘Proceedings,”
that they would seek by friendly
negotiations to bring all lodges under
one jurisdiction, an object which no.
one need blame, as it was not at all
unreasonable. But after a little came
a marked akonge over the ‘spirit of
their dream.’ To whomsoever be-
longs the credit of stirring up all this
bad feeling and dirt we know not;
but we neither can say much for his
Masonic pringiples, his kindly feel-
ings, his good taste or his commnion
sense. Everything seams to us to be
‘personal,” and  governed by patent
motives of self interest and self-seek-
ing. 'Whenthe Grand Liodge of Que-
beo asked, after theirlittle swarm and
gohism, for recognition by the Grand
Liodge of England, the Grand Lodge
of Xngland offered them the same.
terms as were given to, and accepted
by, the Graud Lodge of Canada.,
Then, for the first time, the ‘cloven
foot appeared,’ and the ‘mask’ was
thrown off. The legal position of the
English Lodges was denied, and the
aot of the Grand 1iodge of (Uanada
blamed and repudiated. Of course,
the Grand of Eagland ‘stood fast.’
The Grand Lodge of -Quebee, badly
advised, as we said before, has gone
on on & descending scale. It has
crowned its devious and un-Masonie
course by this stupondous ot of folly,
fatuity, and ingratitwae.  And hers
we leave a very painful episode, a very
untoward page in onr contemporary
Masonio history, to the calmer appré.
ciation of the thoughtful, the intelli«
gent, the fair, and the just.”




