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MUSIC IN LODGES.

As music is one of the liberal arts
which Freemasons are under special
obligations to study and pracetise, it
is quite amazing and inexcusable,
liow so many Brethren and Lodges
almost whoily negleet to cultivate it,
ana lience to a great extent, fanl ta
secure ana benefit by its reflning,
purifying, and enoblingy influences.

The sacredl songs of ail peoples,
are full of the symbolie teachinges of
the Craft. Almost unnumbered
hymns in the English tongue are
teeming with such like sentiments.
The poetical portions of the sacred
Law abound in such. The literature
of the Craft is laden with like poet-
ical effusions of a hig-h order of excel-
leuce. The haud-books suitedl for
use iii the Lodgc ana on special pub-
lic occasions are numerous, and can
be procured almost everywbere at a
very moderate outlay;-and yet, alas 1
how many Bretliren a Lodges sad-
ly negleet their duty in this impor-
tant matter!

We know fuil well from extensive
observation and delightful, experience
that there are many l3rthren,-Iiodges,-Chapters,-Preceptories i-
Councils, &c.,-wlio are not, unmind-
fui of their interest or duty in these
things,-but wliat shail be said of the
many others who are so? and for
whom, or by wliom, no satisfactory
excuse can be offered therefor?

The service of song is an essential
part of the work and worship of
Fireemasonry, and it shouldl neyer be
suffered to fail into negleet and decay.

How sad and dispiriting is the con-
-trust between the Lodge in which the
service of praise abounds and that in
which the reverse is the case!

O.ffcers and Brethren, tiis great
xtegleot; of important duty, should not
longer continue. The good of the
dtaft imperatively demands a revival
of the study and practice of music in
the Loage. The means are withui
the reach of ail. No Lodge is 'with-

out one Brother -nt least, who can ac-
ceptably lead the reet, in simple andl
appropriate melodies, with or 'without
an organ accompaniment; and not; a
few Lodges contain mombers, who are
specially gifted, well prepared andl
generally ready and willing, to leaà
in the praise of Him from wliom all
blessings flow.

W. Sir, Officer8 and Brethren,-if
any of you bave hitherto been ne-
glectful of the duty hertinabove con-
sidered,-Jet not another d1ay pass
ere you begin the necessary work of
removing the reproach now resting
<upon you and your Lodge, and soon
arain may there be heard therein,
the songs of joy, of praise and adora-
tion. So mote it be.

We do flot kold ourseoe. resonsible for the opinions
of Our Correspodents.

Editor of TzE CÂsN.nLt, OnÂkrrs3rÂN.

Da-,rn Siit,-Tlie letter of V. W.
Bro. Borngasser in the September
number of Tirs OnAFTMuAN. would be
interesting, if entircly correct.

l'fe writer does an injustice, no
doubt unintentionally, to, the P. P.
G. M. wlien lie makes him say that
"the W. M. baad not the co-operation
of bis members."

The report reads "1cannot get co-
operation on the part of his oficers."

This inakes so vast a difference
that it; offly requires to, be mentioned.
in order that thxe V. W. Bro. may be
able to give "cerddit wliere credit is
due."' Fraternally yours,

FRED. J. MÀNLEY,
late Pist. See'y,

11th Masonie District.
Toronto, Oct. 24th, 1887.
[We are quite sure there was no

intention on the part of Bro. Bora-
gasser to do an injustice to..W
Bro. John ]Ross Robertson, whose
admirable report lias elioited so muoh
favorable COMMent.--ED. G&RrsILàr4.

MUSIC IN LODLIES.


