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T14M IATIE IiO1D T]ErIYSON'
It Gins been salti that thte Battie of

Waterloo destroyed the itootie spirit of
the age. Bce tii as 1V mnay, few men
of culture %vIll be foutal to dispute thte
tact titat the pocte of t1le second and
thlrd quarters o! tiiS Century Cai
tiearcciy, as a wvhole, be favorably coin-
pareil -wlti those of the first.quarter.
A comparison is at once suggested bc-
tween tihe titicti poeLs of the s3aid re-
spective eras. Let anly lover of pousle
read over thse third and fourth cantos
of!' Clide Haroldi," and then take up
any of the longer poems of Lord Teisny-
son, andi lie wvt1i not long hesitate lu
lis cholce. la our enjoymcnt o!te iiac
stuthor, -%v fui] to 'rememibr thie old,
niuch as white endeavouring to fultY
understand and qpprclatc Wagner, we
forget that 'vo have nothing botter tai
Beethoven or Mozart. Caning once re-
marked that, te man wvio eays lie pro-
fors dry champagne to sweot,-les. This
may bie accepted with somo reservation,
as It doubtiess depontis somiewhat on
age of the drlnk-er.

There are xiumbers of people however,
-wlio affect or rcal!y have an apprcla-

*tion of the fine ý.IIsit o! Tetnyson wlserc
the original tliought la so chiselled antd
embrolidercd that [t almost cludes the

* rentier, and makLe. hlIm admire the
finish lot the worknxansitip rathor thitu
the -worl, Itself. Thle roductions of our
greateat modern poets, Tennysoi,,
Browning, Arnoldi, anti Swinburne, are
over. exactlnýg on the reader, who AIses
from à hall liour Lu tlieir company wvitil

a senso ratiter of fatigue thtan of enloy-
ment. It is itot s0 -%vitl l3yro.i, Scott,
lturns, Moore ;we are borne along ns
Il were -ou thte wlaags o! sotag," and re-
gret wvin tîte finalt lino lias beea
reacitot.

At at tinie whIsn thte wvliole worid of
culture la doiug itonor to tUte doati Lait-
rette, It ls ticatrcely fit to enter haLo
2a critîciean of lts wrlLings, but our
reuders %avlli peritaps excuse our Jii3t
touAsing ona tîtoîr leadiaag citaracteris.
tics. WVe yteld to none ln our admirat-
tloxa Qjf the glatit Poot Wto lbas itti3t
plu.se'J iiway, witoso *jwn fine pooni "lia
Mentioriam" ' must bc lits groateet holti
oit iwsterity. Tenanysona le tihe poct o!
t3orrow, anad at perusal of otne of lits
ionger poecus affects us lîkce at musicail
cvening ttmioug Cllsolu's, omtpositiotns.
A lîttIe of It 1.8 deltglitful ; anucîs oe It
arouses a uiorbid feeUuil, a ktnd of mel-
ancholy and sltdisees that ln tItis ma-
terlt age la nilther good for godb nor
mou. But wve owe tuuchi to Tennuysoaa.
He Is imself pre-ensltaeatly a lover of
lits kI'ad; therc la lsnrdly a page o! lits
tlat la; not titeV owe its jezhurmi to the
aiffection -whls lieh beurs to the persousl
hoe lins knowu. BIfi simplicity o! ledl-
iuLe lit Ilke that of at woman ; as ie also
hft coustancy; but lie le rather tievolti
of liracticai sttgacity. UnElke te more
v1gor-ous wrlters of thte young years
of tLie century, hoelias flot te vices
aiong with te virtues of mcu,-no pets-
Sion, Inconstaucy, kuowiedýge o! te
world, wIt, iinany-sldeduess nor amy zeut
ln te pursuit of plcnsure. He lias legs
of passion titan of teudernfess, -the feintl-
uline :2ounterparV o! passion."

As evcryblody poseases a copy o! lies
poen'.s, wve iiee( only refer to thie follow-
luge t1 amza in "In Memoram " and the
four i îlIlowing etauzas Vo Illustrate and
Justl!y the accouit we have brIe! ly given
of lits citaracter,-for Instance-

0 somewitere. mock uncouslous dove,
That sittetat i-nnging golden iar;

Aud glati to fltat thyself go faim.
Poor cltild titat walteat for thy love:

As exampies o! tee mumber o! beautl-
fui lautiscape imagea and pîctures coin-
presseti into single etanzas, the follow.
ing May be quoted:
*AndI bru8hlug nuklc-deop) lu flowors,

Ive hourd boncath the wootlbmo voit,
Tlto mnlik tiat bubbItîc ln tue patit,

Andi buazitags of the' honicti hotirs."'

"But Suaimor on the etnilasg fioode,
Anti Spring that Bwetls tho farrow

brookoi,
Andi Auttaran wli n noise o! ruoke,

That gathor tn tise wnng wooti.-"

Agaîn the three meiodlously derip-
thve lines front tci IlPrinces."

313r1ado ut rivuiets liaîrr3fng titro, te
lttwa,

Tho jtton o! dove8 lit lusmemorinl clis.,
Andttimurmuring of in-,umorablo becs."

It lias been welI said that no one c'în
express at truth of feeling in fewer
%vords, and tîserefore wlth igreater tniglt

tand teniasîs tItau Tennyson. Every-
body la famltar wlth thte lInes,

" lia botter to have lovoti andi lest,
Titan nover Vo have loveti ait ail."1

lie blah also the sol>riety o! lnnigaulge,
wiih la iso linpressivc; but lie liad i ot
ti genuos o! 1ýrasp. AlI his works cou-

siet o! at sories o! iyrice or pîctures, ex-
quisîte, but feolateti. There le; flot tihe
grand siveep o! Byron. We :ead Vie
- Princess " for the atanzas - " Tears,
Idît' tears ;"-" Home site broujglt lter
warrîor dead ;"-" Thte splendour falls
on castie walie," etc. The story ls a
mere frama' to the picture, and wlititout
tisa wit wilcl gîveis brillancy anti
mnnlng to trilles. It would seena to
hai't. been suggosted by tee Idea o!
Boeacclo'a "Decamneron,"' a subject
wilch soute o! tité noble poet's frIentis
did mot qulte approve o! for ies chaste
muse.

Thte " Idyls of the Kig ' have little
Imagination tougli abounding ln natur-
ai pathos. Ris tournaments do not
compare with titose o! Scott; but thon
we lUve lu a more peaceful age. Agaîn,
catt amyoae fancy'a man maldng such
a speech as 'that zddressed b>' Arthtur
Vo Quecti Guinovere on hits fîmat meet
witlt lier after the dlseovery of lier In-
!ldellty ? Moral maxima and renson-
Ings are mot the language in %which in-
jury expresses Itsel!. We fail Vot finti
real ;abllty, Intellect, or readine-as In
expedieuts, ln ttis lits greateat char-
:tcter, or in Merlin, Gerai'it or Lancelot.
Thoey ,low great feeling, ard are great
examples o! the forc.e o! conscience, but
teme la moting ieroie about them.
Maud contaliib eome beautiful poetry

especially tLhroughiont the mîiddle of tihe
poent. The lyrica beginninig, - I have
led liet home, mY love, my only frlend."

_-O titat 'twere.posible "ý-anti "Corne
into the garalen, Maud '" are untvçrsa
favorites. Thte lestnmeti las been set.


