Aims and Methods in Teaching Latin.

has been felt in the changes in Uni-
versity requirements for matricula-

tion, whereby Greek has been almost

eliminated irom the time-tables of
many of our High Schools. Al
though, owing to recent changes in
the regulations of the Education
Department, Latin is, for the pres.
ent, enjoying even an increased
measure of prosperity in these
schools, it is not safe to rely too
much on the permanency of these
arrangements. There can be no
doubt that the feeling which has
been effective in almost banishing
Greek from the High Schools is
directed also against the general
study of Latin ir these institutions

Wktat, then, cair be done, and
should be done, by those interested
in the maintenance of Latin in its
present position in our schools, to
check this tide of educational radic-
alism which threatens to sweep
away what .as been heretofore
justly regarded among us, whose
civilization is so largely built on
those of Greece and Rome, as the
only sure foundation for many parts
of our educational fabric? The
answer to this is, I believe, that we
must put forth fresh exertions not
only to make this subject more valu-
able as a means of mental trzining
than it has been in the past, but
alsv to qualify ourselves by a more
thorough study of its points of ex
cellence to openly advocate its
‘claims in face of the opposition
which it is now encountering from
the champions of rival subjects, as
well as from a utilitarian public,
whose first question in regard to
such things is so apt to be, in sub-
stance if not in words, “ Cui ktono.”
Nor will generalities in regard to
its value as an educational instru-
ment suffice, either to produce the
best results in the schoolroom, or tu
satisfy the cutside world of its use-
fulness. In either case we shall

ineed to be specific.,
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It shall, ac-
cordingly, be my aim in the re.
mainder of this paper to attempt to
present some of the most impnrtant
ends, as 1 conceive them to be,
which the present.-day teacher of
Latin in our Secondary School
shculd keep before him in his daily
work in the class-room, and also the
methods which I have found useful
in attaining these ends. Whether
Latin should at the present day,
and in our Secondary Schools, be
taught from the humanistic point
of view, or from the so-called scien-
tific point of view, must be answered,
1 think, largely in favor of the lat-
ter; yet here, again, the strge at
which the pupil happens to be in
his study of the language must
chiefly determine the ans .r,

First, then, what should be our
aims in teaching Latin in the junior
forms before the pupil begins the
reading of Cesar? Here the
humanistic value of the teaching
will assuredly be small, but, never-
theless, many and various oppor-
tunities for .mparting mental cul-
ture will present themselves to the
teacher who duly appreciates the
excellencies of the language as a
vehicle of thought, and who will
take time to consider the beariag of
these points on the develtoment of
principles of action in the ppil.

In regard to the learning of the
vocabulary, I believe that it shuuld
be impressed upcn pupils at the be-
ginning that it is necessary to learn
it both ways, i.e., fror: the Ernglish
to the Latin, first and chiefly, I
would say, and again from the Latin
to the English. Unfortunately our
vocabularies are usually arranged
only in the latter way in most of
the books which the student is re-
quired to use ; hence his knowledge
of the language is usually very much
one-sided ; in other words, it is an
analytic knowle“ge rather than a



