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ANSWERS TO QUERIES.

A correspondent sends us the following auswers given by a
Candidato at the last Eutrance Examination :—

Question.—** What was the causo of the troublo between King
Charles 1. and his Parliament 7"

Answer.—* When King Chatles had a Parliament ho wanted
some monoy and they wouldent give him any unless he signed
them a law they wanted him to and he wouldent signe it and he
got mad and layed down upon the floor and roled over aud kicked,
screarzed and tumbled around in a great rato and at last he signed

it and they granted him some money.” .
Question.—* Show how England and Scotland came to bo one
kingdom 1"

Answer.—*They was a man who used to stop in this castle and
he had a girl hoe used to go and see at the foot of the castlo and he
used to go in the night and he had a road down the rocks which he
new quite well and he told the English that he good take about 30
men up those rocks at night when they were all asleep and take
the castle and he done it and took the castle of Edinburgh and so
Scotland and England becamd.one kingdom.”

Officral Depariment.

1. Under sub-section 22 of section 4 of chapter, of the Revised Statutes,
the Education Department is empowered to exaraine, and at its discretion
to recommend or disapprove of text-books for the use of schools.

2. By scction 11 of the Public School Act the use of foreign books in
the English branches of ecducation in any model or public school is pro-
hibited, unless with the express permission of the Education Departinent ;
and by section 12 the portion of the legislative school grans may be with-
held from any school in winch any book disapproved by the department
is nsed, when public notice of such disapproval has been given.

3. The authority over text-books includes those for high as well as
public schools, and such text-books as forcign books in the English
brauches of education, and thosedisapproved of by the Education Depart.
ment, aro excluded.

4. While regulations of the department have been framed from time to
time with the view of accomplishing theseobjects, those of the late Council
of Pablic Instruction were revised by the undersigned, and in July, 1877,
effect given thereto by order-in-council, and expericnce sinee hes shown
that further amendments in these, respecting text-books in tho public
schools, were desirable, in the following amongst other particulars:

{1} To confine the text-books approved, to the several subjocts in the
public school course of study, except in anv subject in which no text-book
was necessary, owing to the personal instruction of the teacher therein
being chicfly relied upon.

(2) The cditions of the Readers and many other authorized text-books
heretofore printed and published were not examined by the depsrtment as
thoroughly as can b2 done under improved machinery for this parpose.

{3) Upon a personal cxamination the undersigned found that the
editions of Readers published by several pubhsbers were poor in paper,
pringing and binding, and that the requircments for this were not suf-
ficieatly defined to ensure a satisfactory uniform standard, and the public
was unable to discriminate between books deomed sufficient by the depart-
ment asto mechanical execution aed those which wero not.

(4) The maximum retfail price of sgveral text-books was also fairly the
subject of consideration, owing o the benefits arising from authorization
notwithstanding the increase under the present tariff of cost of material
used in printing and publishing, such as in type of of 15 per cent. and iu
five articles formerly free 15 per cent , also an increase of ono oent per ib.
on Canadian paper owing to the increase of duty of 20 to 25 per cent. on
imported paper.  The reduction now made in the maximum retail prices
are, sccording to per centage : i the Readers about 30; Fleming's Analy-
sis, 215 Abbott's How to Parse, 40; Elements of Etymoalogy, 163;
Arithmetics, 20; Qrx’s Accountant, 25; Pott's Geometry, 33%; in otLors,
5,and in several they remain the same. Besides the incressed cost of
production, the element of profit from Janzer or smaller sales has also been
considered. In the case of the two text-books, publishoed ¢nly in England,
it bas been found necessary under the present taziff to increaso the equiv-
glent in Canadian currency to 30 cents for one shilling sterling.

{5) In the new arrangement it can be readily scen what text-books are
approved of in cach subject of the public school course, and the opporton-

ity is th(\ixs afforded of choosincg any one from thoseveral text-beoks so
approved,

P 6) T'ho requisites now preseribed in order to secure tho proper mechan.
ical oxecution of each copy of overy edition to bo printed hercafter aro
clearly defined in the new regulations, and the public will now be fully
informed, both as to such editions as have been approved by tho under-
signed, and as to tho retail price to be paid therefor.

(7) Each printer or publisher is required to allow of an examination of
his stock on hind fro a time to time, by an officer of the department, and
to executo a covenant to conform to the regulation.

(8) The regulations may boe reconsidered as to further reductions in the
retail prico as future circumstances moy warrant.

REVIEWS.

Mormﬁ’a Exeramaront Reapzr, No, 6. Aoffatt & Paize, London.

The cxplanatory series is a very good series of readers throughount. The:

paper and type used aro so good that a school boy in Ontario would
hardly believe that this book was intended for o school reador. Tho selec-
tions aim to combine practical information with literary merit.

Wirwer's Pooxeric OnrmoorarHY. Egerteville, N. Y. This little
work is intended to show how phonetio spelling might be adapted to Eng-
lish and German.

Tme Graxnur Scaoor Worp-Booe. By Edward Altham. New York :
Daniel Stote & Co. This is a spelling book, combined with a selection of
the most imporiant Greek and Latin prefixes, affixes and roots. Both
the words and the etymology are arranged in suitable divisions for the
various grades of pupils. The sclections of words are good for drill.

Fmsr Stees mx Rewmve axo Liearsive. By 4. XK. Isbister, 3LA.,
LL.B. London: Longman, Green & Co. This book is designed by its
author to * utilize tho time of those learning to read by presenting in a
series of easy lessons a first course of English and Scripturo History,
Geography, Grammar, Spelling and Arithmetic, with moral lessons and
simple poetry for repetition.” In addition to this cxtensivo programme
writing lessons aro given. The book may be regarded as & cyclopwdia of
all that & young pupil should have to do in school, and an outlook over
what is to come in the futare. The lessons are arranged in Mr. Isbister’s
practical style. Multiplication and Division tables, for instance, are com-
bined in a way that would bo suggestivo to most teachers of primary
classes The same remark applics to the arrangement of tho lessons
throughout the book.

Tae Narroxar Hruy axp Toxe Boox. By Luther J¥. Mason, late Su-
perintendent of Music in Boston Schools. Boston : Ginn & Heath. This
collcetion of sacred masic is intended for use in public schools. Thereis

no reason why only secular pieces should be sung in public schools, and )

Ar. Mason has done & great good for tho profession by selecting the best
unscctarian hymns of 2ll ages, and adapting to them tho grandest of the
standard tunes. Mr. Mason’s long experience emineatly fits bim for pro-
paring & work adapted to the tastes of boys and girls, and without con.
taining anything trashy or degrading to the taste, cither literary or
musical.

Scrzoor, MaNi6EXENT. By Amos M. Rellogg, New York: E. L. Kel-
logg & Co. This work i written by a successtal, practical teacher, who
has no mere theorics to advocate. “Afr. Kellogg was for some timo in
charge of the practice department of the Albany State Normal School,
and is now editor of the New York School Journal. The book is a com-
pendium of suggestions regarding tho best method of dealing with all
kinds of difficultics that present themselves to teachers. Thesedificulties
are treated in the light of cxperience, not merely in the haze of opinion.
Inexperienced teachers will find this book one of the approximately *“royal
roads to learning ™ how 2o * koep school,”

Tor Pive Gome and Tae Grey Goumr aro handbooks in pamphlet
form, useful to those preparing for cxsmination in musicsl knowledgo,
instrumental and vocal.  They aro compiled by Frederio Clark, Secretary
to Trinity College, London, and published by . Reeves, 185 Fleot Street.
They contain excellent hints, scis of examination questions in music, and
not a few points of nseful, practical instruction.

Wa have roeeeived two additional volumes of Hudson's series of Shakes.
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