.. Compulsory Education.

nately the case that the very class most
urgently in need of free education is
the very class often crowded out; and
if taxpayers, many of whom pay largely
to the education of . other, people’s
children, have a right to insist on azy-
thing, it is on this, that school accom-
- modation bé provided, first of all, for’
the class which most needs it, and that
that class, which will otherwise become
apest'toall good citizens—becompelled
to take thie benefit of it. Itis earnestly.
to behoped that school boards every-:-
where will, by prompt action; and the -
appointment of truant officers, do what
they-cani to-make the Act: accomplish -
its intended purpose, and.that all.pub-.
lic-spiritéd - and. intelligent meh and
women; including the .editors of our
newspapers, will give their hearty:co-
operation to make-it a success. Butin-
ho way cafi'so.much bé.done as by the
kindly, persevering, judicious influence
of Christian ladies, untiringly-exerted
in individual cases. . .
-Sometl.ing will haveito'be done; ere .
long, to follow up the Act, by provid-
ing means;of coercion and beneficial
punishment for childreni who: shall
prove refractory; even ito the autho-
rity of their parents; or whose:idle
and vagrant habits, have. become: so-
firmly. fixed;. that: nothing but abso-
lute: coercion will: break: ithem.. -Forr
such children, . truant. or industrial .
schools ‘have .been. instituted- in the
United-States and. Great. ‘Britain, :and-

with:. the most .encouraging results. -
Such schools..in.which ithe stigma: of
disgrace is .of -the.mildest,; and. where.,
teaching and raining; are. .thie. main
objects, wouldibe for.the ordinary,class:
of ‘vagrant -children .or:*child - crimi-:
nals;” infinitely preferable:to our. Re-
formatories, where youngccriminals of:
all:stages in-crime:must:necessarily-be:
thrown together;-ahd ‘where;sthe:more:
hardened :naturally. -corrupt- still i«fur+
ther thé beginners.in evil. .. Theitruant-
schools:are: provided.for.either, vagrant.

children or those whose:parents:plead:
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inability to compel them to attend
school. Committal is usually for a long
period—even four years—but on the
child’s improvement and good conduct

.he: may receive a license permitting

him to leave ; whith license, however,

must be periodically renewed—an ar-
" rangement which gives the effect of a

continued supervision of the child’s
conduct, since at any time the renewal
oi theilicense may: be refused; and:the
child re-committed: ‘without furthes
formality. In cases where the child’s
home-circumnstances are such that it s
not. thought desirable for him to. be
returned-"to his thome,. provision: s
made forhis being placed with suita-
ble émployers; as soon as he hasteach-
eda standard of .education: which re-:
lieves him:of the obligation of-attend-
ing school, though under the age limit.
Many boys attain this standing in a
wonderfully short time," siewing' the-
good:effect-of: placing them in.circum:
stances ‘where they:are compelled to .
regular study-and strongly:incited +to;
progress.- Thisis the planof procedure
in:Great Britain. In.the United States
it isisomewhat-different: ' The: truant’
schoolssin the.neighboiirhood of New
York :are described. fully; and in: .a
most interesting manner, .in-a-number:
of Harper's Monthlyfor lastiyear. «@ur
plan in establishing sucti.schools might -
select from both methods that.which./
seems most suitable.to ourown circum=!
stances. - Experience:insboth-countries.
of suchiinstitutions fullyshews thatthey :
produce thesmost beneficial ‘effects:: -
- ‘Certainly; unless-active::means* are -

- ewxployed tosecure the efficiencyiofithis.

mosy ueeded enactment; we shall soon:
have:a Harge:class, who fear not1God:
nor regard .man; growing: uprtoca 'des
based and reckless maturity; withithe:
natural consequences to:the:well:being;
of the community. --It-behovesall who:
lovethe:true interestsof:their.country
and- their fellow-man:to join: heattily:
in:fulfilling the present duty of timely-
prevention.. .. . .1, - Ty
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