
'Cnisory Education.

nately the case that the very class roost
urgently in need of free education is
the very class often crowded out; and
if taxpayers, many of whom pay largely
to the education of, other, people's
children, have a right to insist on any-
thing, it is on this, that school accom-
modatiòn béprovided, first bf all, for
the class which most needs it, and that
that class, which will otherwise become
a-pest toall good citizens-becom/pdled
to take the benefit ofit. It;is earnestly.
to behoped that·school boards every-
where will, by prompt action; and the
appointment of truant officers, do what
they cari to-make the Act accomplish
its intended purpose, and.that all; pub-
lic-spirited and intelligent men and
women, including t.e' editorsxof our
newspapers, will give their heartyýco-
operation to make- it a success. But in
no way can·so.much bë.done·as by the
kindly, perseveringjudicious influende
of Christian ladies, untiringly-exerted
in individuai cases.

Sometl.ngwill have to-be done, ere
long, to follow up the Act, by provid-
ing.means of coercion and.beneficial
punishment for êhildreni who, shall
prove refractory, even ito the autho-
rity of their parents-; or ,whôse:.idle
and vagrait hàbits. have become: so.
firmly fixedi. that nothing but abso-
lute:.coerciôn will> break; them.. Fore
such children, truant. or, industrial
schools have been, instituted in the
United-States and, Great. Britain, ýand.
with;, the most .encouraging results.
Such schools..in.which the stigma.if
disgrace is.ofJ the.mildest,,,and,- where,
teaching and.:training, -are- the, main
objects, wouldbe for the ordinary. class
of 'vagrant ýchildren .or,-' child.crimi-
nals," infinitely preferable.to our. er
formatories, where yôungccriminals tof
alLstages in-crimelmustnet:essarily-be:
thrown togeth'rgand where>themore
hardened .naturally corrupt stillfur-t
ther the beginnersin evil. . Theitruant
schools;are;provided.foreither;arant,
children.orthosehose-parentsiplead'
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inability 'to compel tllem to attend
school. Committal is usuall for a long
period-even four years-but on the
child's improvement and good conduct
.he; may .receive a license permitting
him to leave; yhièh license, however,
must be periodically renewýed-an ar-
rangement 1which gives the'effect of a
éontinued supervision of the child's
conduct, since at any time the renewal
oftheilicense 'may be;refused and'the
child .re-committed: ýwithout fùrthe
formality. In cases where the child's
home-circumstances are such that it is
not thought desirable for him--to 'be
returned"to :his 'home,' provision! is
made for'his. being placed with suita-
ble émployers, as soon as: he has reach-
eda standard of.educationi which; re-'
lieves him:of the obligation of attend-
ing school, though under the age limit.
Mane boys attain ·this standing .in a
wonderfully short time,- shewingý the-
goodleffect:of placing them.in-circum-
stances whëre they:are compelle&d to
regular, study and strongly ihcited to:
progress., This is the planofprocedure
in;Great.Britain. In, the United States
it issoimewhat-differenti The. truant'
schools in the. neighboiirhood of New
York are described fullyi, and in a
most interesting manner,,ina-number
of Hia rpr'sAMonthly for lastyear. Our
plan in-establishing such.schools might -
select from·both methods:that.whièh,
seems mostsuitable.to ourown circum-
standes. ' Experience:ijboth-countries
of suchinstitutions fullyshews·thatthey
producethe'most beneficial:effects.:· *
- Certainlyiunless active means are

eicoloyedtosecure the efficiencyiÔfthis-
mos).-,oeeded:enactmentiwe :shali soon-
have'-a large. class, who feat not: God,
nor regard man, growing up toua:del
based and reckless maturitywithi.the:-
natural consequences tothewellI-beingi
of the community. It behoVes all .whos
lovetheutrue interests'of-theirjcountry
and their- fellow-man: to join:heartily,
iný.fulfluling the present duty, of timely-
prevention. . .


