
Editorial Notes.

continue the use of what was undcrstood to
lbe but a tcmpnrary cxpcdlicnt-the crutch
of a Central Committec-hut in its favour lias
had practically to ahncgate himself of his
functions as hcad of the Dcpartmcnt, is not
to bc wnndcrcd at. Holding thus the key
of the position, it is still lcss mattcr of sur-
prise that the advisory body becamc the rul.
ing one, and that the brave, brigand spirits
"f il, up go the time of our heroic (though no
dloulit considcrel ill-manncrcd !) in'erposi-
lion, had matters ail licir own way. Fortu.
nately, both the Prcs and the public arc
nnW cized of the unsavoury matters we
were the means of bringing to light, and we
<loubt not that the Depaitmcnt will ere long be
relievccl of the official body which the lMinis-
ter's laxity, in regard to tl.c conduct of some of
its members, bas brought nto grave disrepute,
ta the scandal of education and its professors.
Into the matter of the Ministcr's untoward
calings with University affairs wc do not

wish lerc fo enter, thouih it further illus-
trates the unhappy faculty he has of turning
the " scamy side " of his cl.aractcr ta public
view. Other things werc expected of Mr.
Crooks, in the exercise of his patronage ta
positions in his alma mater, than ta set the
Faculty by the cars and ta est range from him.
self and the institution cvcry alumnus of the
College. -lad there not been, as therc was,
a scor" of good acts he could have performed
for Ui-.iersity Coliege, in this the time of its
,need, it wcre an ili-service donc to it to trail
its good name in the dus: ta minister ta
pride or ta humour perversity. As we have
said, howcvcr, this is a matter we do not
wish here to deal with. Unhappily, in
connection with the adminis.ration of the
Education Office, there is enough to fill the
cup of the Minister's guilt w.thout going
alield for further material for indictment.
Sa much is this the case, that the question
that now presses is What is ta be donc? Is
the Minister's usefulness gone? Can Mr.
Crooks continue to hold his pre.ent cffice
and still not injure the interests that are
his to protect ? Our own opinion, loathe as
we are ta express it, is that he cannot. To
rcover lost favour and regain public esteem,

is, wc fear, beynnl Mr. Croks' ability, and
nt likely to lie his luck. cnce the neccs-

sity n a change, and thc sooner wc have if,
the better.

In what shape the change should come is
-% qustion upon which public opinion, if wc
rcad aright the signs of the times, is likcly
soon to express itseif. In the intercst of ed-
ucation the desire would sccm to be to rcturn
to a permanent non-poitical lcad for the
Departfmnt, and to get back as fast as wc
can ta lie systcm of a ChiefSuperintcndency.
To dissever the office from political control,
and fo instai some one more amcnable fo

public opinion than a Minister, with a large
majority behind his party, can bc, is certain-
ly the dictate of reason and of propricty.
With the return to a lay management, as we
suggest, we might then get a chief drawn
from the profession ofeducation, cxpcricnccd
in its duties, familiar with its systcms, and
devoting a life ta the special intercsts which
belong to the office. To his assistance lie
miglht on occasion be enablcd to avail him-
self of the advice of a small wcll.chosen
body, similar ta the abolished Council of
Public Instruction, whosc services the Gov-
eriment might statedly acquire for consulta-
tion and direction on the wcighticr concerns
of educational work. But with an exper-
ienced and trustworthy administrator, the
necessity of outside aid, more particularly as
he would now be relieved from the manage-
ment of a cumbersome and entangling trad-
ing concern, the abandoncd book deposi-
tory and its adjuncts, is not now so manifest.
We should then expect ta sec the last of fri-
volous school legislation, in which a political
head is always under temptation to indulge,
the last also of party devices and expedi-
ents of ail kinds, and of the appointment and
retention, from political motives, of objec-
tionable men to places of position and trust
in the profession. With the right man as ad-
ministrator, the Department would then enter
upon a new and brighter cra of usefulness,
with results of happy omen ta the future of
education and to the interests of those whose
lives are being wearily yet hopefully spent in
its service.

477


