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of the xlightest description. Vhen the heavens
arc totally obscired, radiation is stopped all to-
gether , and consequently no dew is deposited;
also if wind prevails no dew is found. The
reason of this is, that the cold stratum in con-
tact with the ground is constattly being re-
placed and driven away by others of a higher
temperature.

As may be imagined, the moister the air is,
the more abun ,ant will be the dews; thus in
arid deserts, notwithstanding the 'intens•ty of
nocturnal radiation, there is no precipitation
of moisture. Tierefore, nights that give a
large amount of dew in our climate may bc
taken as an indication of approaching wet,
'sinde they show that the atmosphere is abun-
danit'y supplied with aqueous -vapour. In frosty
weather the dcv becomes frozen, and the name
white frost is applied to such an appearance.
The products of the kitcen are frequently kill-
ed when this takes place, and it becomes a-l-
visable to protect plants as much as possible
against such a calamity, by covering them
with straw or other light material, so as to
oppose the process of radiation, and prevent
e'xcesive cooling. Trees offer a very good pro-
tection to vegetables in this manner. The an-
òdent alchymists ascribed very pelculiar proper-
ties to dev, and used to crleet it carèfully, be-
lieving that it came direct fron the stars, and
conta*ined gold ! Gold it does indirectly give,
by the benefit that is conferred by it upon vege-
tation. On analyzing the water so obtained, it
ls found to be of great purity, but containing a
little more carbonic acid than ordinary rain-
watèr.

-Honey.white or miller are ternis sometimes ap-
-plied to certain cases in which sugary secre-
tions are found with the de w upon the leav.'s
of plants; but these foreign substances have
been shown to be due to certain insects which,
lat times, are founi with it, and not, as was for
à long time believed, to any property which
descenled with the dew. After dew lias rested
on'the plant, it becomes charged with organic
juies, and decomposition taking place pro-
duce's a kind of sugary substance. This, and
thë:foregoing remark, explains the cause of the
occasidnal peculiarities that we have mention-
bd.

Dews are nuch more abundant in the open
ýoentry than they are in cities. The reason of
this*is, that in the latter situation the houses
eonceal a poition of the sky, and, consequently,
objecti do rot present so much radiating sur-
&ce to the heavens. Dr. Wells demonstrated
this by experiment on a piece of wool. He
took twò pieces, of the same size and quantity,
und:exposed them in the open air all night; but
the òne he enclosed in a cylinder, open at the
tp. On examining these locks of wool, the
hert ,*orning, the one that had the cylinder
roind it was fontd to have much less·dew de-
.ç:itedi>oh it-thnthat which was qu:tefree.

8.e reastfrh 6f this wis that the cylinder pre-
v6Meei the roôhl pladed in It frôni subtending

uakti¶aiy~Ilt poi-tion 6f the éky.
mmequatitity ofdewdepouitëd 'ech :nlht is

a(metliniêhaartèd Th'e 1mkoàt itaple- énd

accurate wav td do this is to adopt the plad put.
sued by Dr. Welis, viz., to expose to the opet
air spherical masses of wool, of similar dimen.
sions, whose weights arc accuratel-y known, and
then to weigh thein again when covered with
dow. The difference in the weigit before and
after exposiure wili then bc the weight of tl,
water that the wool has acquired during tii
night, in the shape of dlew..

It was be!ieved by the ancient philosophen
that dew was only deposited in the eveningand
in the morning ; but modern investigation ha
proved this to be a fal acy, an i has shown thi
it Is deposited cqually througlout the entiré
night.

MEETING OF THE BOARD 0F AGRI.
CULTURE.

The Board met r.t the Agricultural Hall, Te
ronto, on Wednesday, Feb. 4th, 1863, at 2.p.m

Present:-Messrs. E. W. Thomson, D. Chris
tie, R. L. Denison, G. Alexander, Wm. Ferge
son, Asa A. Burnham, Professor B3uckland, 1).
Beatty, President of ie Roard of Arts.

It was moved by Hon. Mr. Christie, secondéd
hy Hon. Mr. Alexander, That E. W. Thotnsoq
Esq., be President of the Board lor the enisuiqj
year,-Carried.

Moved by Mr. Burnhatr, seconled b Mr
Denison, That Hon. Mr. Christie be Vice-Preï
dent for the ensuing year,-C,»rried.

The following communlications were thensub
nitted by the Secretary:-

Fron Mr. Prince, Chief of Police, Toront
presenting a bill for the payment of $20 for the
services of Constables ini keeping the peace oi
the grounds during the exhibition of last a
tumn, and also for the paymnent of $60 fur meal
furnished to such men on the grounds.

From the office of the Cana-la CompanyM
knowledging the receipt of samples of diifereui
kinds of prize grain fron the Jate exhibition:f
the purpose of :sending to their offices in Est
land.

Froin the South Grenville, Enst Brant Gount,
and Onon-daga Township AgriculturalSo'iét'
all in reference to the proportions in ivichili
Government Grant should be divided betwéW
County and Township Societies, a mi Mi$ùà
standing having arisen o' thi -ubjed in
above tiô Counties, in each of which there a
oily olne Township Society. The Seci1i
stuted-that he had replied non-oâiial ly to
of these societies, pointing out the provision ,
the statute that three-fifths of the, pubiiç.gga
isrsubject to division a'mong the Townàbip èé
cietiés in. eaeh Coûhty, in proportion to h
amoùnt of their bubsdiptioits-deposited with
CoantySociety, p'rovidéd that no toimnsli
ciety should be entitied %ô -rèiieëî -o ZÎ
dvekut aguiit M ilaa<tlïMëtieuu6


