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wasthus trained by his uncle te the
business of a merchant travellor, He
oinedthe tradinig caravanse, at the ear..

iyage of thirteen. Though engaged
in mercantile pursaits, ho could nei-
ther read nor write. But a merchant
in Arabia in the time of Mohammed,
was very<Iifferent from that that bears
the:name among us. The credit sys-
-tom was unknown, men had not the
honesty te trust one another. Every
thing was dône upon the prmeniple of
exchange and present payment. Con-
.sequently there was not the same ne-
-cessity of keepirig accoeunts. WXe
need not wonderthat Mohammed, the
Arabian trader, could not write when
we remember that -even- hundred
years later the nobility of France and.
England could not sign their names
to important state documents. You
will please rememberthat Mohammed
did net begin his career behind tie
counter, but upon the -camel's back.
Carry your. minds back te those days
whon the wealth of India, by the over-
land route was carried across the de-
sert--when but few- ships ventured te
pass the pillars cf Hercules, and the
passage of the Cape of Goôd Hope
was undreamed of-when the Camel,
with -the pack upon bis back, was em-
phatically the ship of the desert,-and
Y-ou will form a pretty correct idea of
the business and work of the merchant
Mohanmmed. How- invigorating this
rcving life! How keenit renders the
eye in reading -character as well as
foot prmnts! How shrewd, how cun-
ming men must become who pursue
itlong. This was the training School
Mohammed entered at thé age of thir-
teen. His first trading journey was
.made with his uncle te &stra, an an-
-cicnt -city of refuge in the tribe -of
Ruben. While sojourning in Bostra
ho became acquainted with a Nesto-
rian monk, an Arabian* by nation.
This man the Arabian writers call Bo-
hira, the Greeks Sergius. It appears
ie paid a good deal of attention to the

-boy Mohammed, perceiving in him.the
budding of genius; and a, we shahl
.afterwards ses aided him by hisleara-
ing in planning bis new reion, and
-paming it uponthe world. T!hebext
remarkable evemt we shall notice in

the life,'of Mohnnnmed is bis profes
sion, of arms, and distinguishing him-
self as a bold and skilfu warrior. At
the age of twenty he served under his
uncle Abutaleb, in the war between
the Koriàh.ar.d the rival tribes of Ke-
nan and Howazèan. Under the skil-
ful generalship of Mohaiùtaed and his
uncle the Xorish worg -victorious.
This event rendered the young soldier
the idel of his tribe, and greatly rais-
ed hie reputation with the-fair. How
far this influenéed the -heart of the
rich widow, whose third husband lie
soon afterward becane, we pretend
not to say. The followng importaut
incident occurred ,about this time.
The Caaba by the mouldering hand
,of time bad become se impaired that
it was found necessary to-.raise a new
structure upon the old site. A vio-
lent dispute arose among-the tribes
about placing the sacred black stone*
at last to end the dispute. they all
agreed te leave'this vexing question
te the'decision of the first person who
should come te the place..· That per-
son was Mohamnmed, Thus ho was
called to be the umpire in this greàt
religions dissension of bis c'ountry-
ment Here superstition again testi-
fies that he is no common character.
This event no doubt suggested. to his
own mind that he was born te reform
or at least remodel the religion of bis
countrymen. His dreanis of enthu-
siasm are, however, for the monent,
dissipated by the calls of business.
His uncle had securedfor him the sit-
uation cf factor or agent, ta manage
the mercantile concerns of a very rich

4Accordlin to the Legend, the "lBlaok
Stone" was brought down from heaven
by Gabriel at the creatIon of the world,
and was theu of apure white, buthas con-
tracted its present sable hue froma the
guilt of sins committed by the sons of
men.

tHe placed the "Black Stone" near
the door of thbCaaba, in the angle of the
wall of the north-east corner, about seven
spans from the ground. It is devoutly
kissed by every pilgrim visiting the sacrec,
city. It is of an ouval shape about seven
inches in diameter, composed of reven
timaller stones of diffeent sizes and shapes
ioined together with cement, and perfect-
ly sm4ooth. A border of cenent riscs
above the surface, %a bèth this and the
Stene are encircled by a silver bai'd.


