
BUILDErts 0F THE DorilIoN.

the iaps and papers left, by Sebastian Cabot were lost
soon after his (Icatil, and the atteîupt to tell their story
lias been compared to trying to follow a man in a thick
fog. Now and thien we catch ghimpses of thern, then
they disappear frorn view.

4. Johin Cabot was a citizen of Venice, wvho settled at
the Englisli seaport of Bristol. In his ear-lier days he
had visited Mlecca, in Arabia, and hiad seen the arrivai of
spice-laden caravans froni stili furthur cast. XVe hear,
too, of voyagres wh ichi lie inade fromn Bristol, out into
the unknown Atlantic in a search for the fabled islands
of Brazil and the Seven Cities. The latter was sup-
posed to hiave been peopled by seven bishiops and their
followers, driven by the Moors froin Spain, and the
King of Portugay.l lhad offered varions privileges to any
one whio could discover it.

&. An 01(1 chronicle of Bristol says that Johin Cabot
had "lmade himself very expert and cunning in knowl-
ed ge of the circuit of the wvorld." But lie was a poor
man, and it cost iiuchl rnoney to, lit ont and man even a
sinali ship. In the hope, which proved vain, of obt-aining
lielp lie had visited Spain and Portugal. At 1ast
Henry VII of England gave him and bis three sons
leave to go iii bis naine to discover and take possession
of Ilnew lands of infidé1s and pagrans, wlîicl before that
tinie hiad been unkznown to ail Christians." The king
proinised that thie Cahots should be lords of these new
lands, and -should hiave the sole righit of trading -%vith
their people, but they were to give irin the fifth part of
any profit they rnighit inm;ke, thongh lio bargaincd that
they were to gro at their own expense.


