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AND THE CONFESSIONAL OF ROME. 177

would prefer to lose youf life a thousand times than to
see those you love most on earth fall in the snares of
the seducer, read once more and porder what your
- church "asks the priest after he has heard your wife or’
daughter in confession: “Have you not, either during

or after confession, done or said anything with a diaboli- -
cal.intention of seducing your female penitents? ” o
If your priest remains deaf to these words addressed : o

to his conscience, you cannot help giving hecd ‘to them .
and understanding their full significance. * You can not <.
be easy and fear nothing from that priest in those close
interviews with' yout - wives. and daughtersy when his
superiors -and your own Church-tremble for him, and
question his purity and ho}lgsty. They see a great danger
for both the confessor and his penitent ; for they know
that . confession has many a time been the pretence or
tHe cause of the fnost shameful seductions.

If there was no \\eal danger for the chastity of women, o
in confessing to a man their most sccret sifs, do you - | ‘
believe that your popes and theologians would be so . .~ !
stupid as to acknowledge it and put to confessors ques- . *
tions that would be most insulting and out of placc, o ‘s
should there be no occasion for them ? _ o 1
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Is it not presumption ‘and folly on your part to think
that there is no danger, when the Church of Rome tells
you. positively that there is'danger, and- uses the strong-
est terms in expressing her ' Lneasmess and apprehen- ;
sion ? _ : S ¢

Why, your church sees the most pressing reasons to '
fear for the honor of your wites and daughters, as wcll
. as-for the chastxty of her priest : and still you remam/ ‘

unconcerned, indifferent to the fearful peril to which they’
are exposed ! Are you_ like the Jewish people of old, to
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