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in furs, ginsen_r,,? and otlier products of Ncotka and the adjoining coast. Meares did
his work well. PurchasinIr -round froni the cliief of Nootka, lie erected a Veistwork

and liouse or factory; built, Nvith the aid of Cliinese carpenters, a little sliip of forty,
or fifty tons, and latinclied lier mto the Sound, to the crreat deliylit of the natives, and

started wliat promised to bc a profitable business. But in the eyes of Spain all this
was poaching ; and in 1789 Spanisli ships of %var canie to Nootka, seized the Engli-sh

vessels, and took possession of the port. Captain lâleares brouglit the niatter before
tlie House of Coinnions by petition, and %var was very likely to liave been the result,

for in those days England liad not l'the craven fear of beine -reat." l'lie Spanisli
Governnient, liowever, acyreed to niake restitution, and it was even proper that

an officer shouli-J bc sent to Nootka to receive back in forni the territory and factories
or otlier buildings. Captain George Vancouver -was selected for the purpose. He

was also instructed to nia-e a survey of the coast from -o' nortli latitude, and to
ascertain the existence of any navigable communication between the Northern Pacific

and the Nortliern ýtlantic oceans. It liad been reported in Britain tliat in 1789 an

Anierican vessel, the sloop Washington, liad found the S--rait of Fuca, liad entered it,
and liad Il come out aorain to the northivard of Nootka." Captain Vancouver was,

tlieret'ore, instructed to examine Il the supposed Straits of juzin de Fuca, said to bc
situated between 4S' and ý.g0 north latitude," and their Lordships of the Admiralty

added, witli a vrisdom decidedly greater tlian their L-nowledge of the Anierican conti-

nent, Il Mie discovery of a near coniniiinication bç:t\veei-1 any such sea or strait and

any river running into or froni the Lake of the Woods ivould bc particularly useful 1"
On his voyage up the coast Vancouver, by an odd coincidence, feil in witli the

gentleman who liad corninanded the sloop and learned froni hini that lie

liaid penetrated the -Straits of Fuca for only fifty miles. Vancouver was Captain of the

Discovery, sloop of war, and the Cliatliaiii,'ariiiéd tender. His Lieutenants were Puget,
Mudge, and Baker. The Cliathani was under Lieutenants Browgliton, Hanson, and

jolinstone. A glance at the map to-day shows us the nanies of those gentlemen,
ininiortalized by tlicir voyage of discovery.

Vancouver proceeded up the Straits of Fuca, landing at different points on the south

Coast. He was charnied everywhere mîth lands-capes that -called to our remenibrance

certain deli,ý,litful and beloved situ-,itions in old Eligl«iiid." On June 4, 1792, lie Went 011

shore, and, *II)ursuiii-,, the usual fornialities whicli are generally observed on sucli occa-

sions, and under the (lischarý,ye of a royal saline froin the vessels, took possession of die

coasL" Going north. lie lionoured the intLrior sea witli the nanie of the Culf of

Geoiý,,ria, after His and Burrard's Canal, our railivay terminus, after Sir Harry

Burrard of the navy. Coming out by Charlotte Sound into the ocean, lie riade for

Nootka, and there -found ridinr His Catliolic bric, the Active, bearin- the

broad pennant of Seilor Don juan Francisco (le la Bodega y Quadra. commandant of


