
PREFACE To VOL. LXVI

Quebec. Bienville, now governor of Louisiana since

the death of his brother Iberville, has been accused

by enemies; but his conduct has been justified by
the results of an investigation made by royal com-

missioners. , Gravier has also been calumniated, but

is able to refute such allegations, by certificates from

the inhabitants of Mobile. . He severely censures

the priests who are stationed at Mobile, as being

inconipetent, self-seeking, or cowardly.

Gravier intends to return to the Illinois mission at

Easter. He gives a list of the articles most needed

by the Fathers'there; among these, he mentions a

barrel of powder, a quantity of colored beads, and

some vermilion. He adds a request for some red

lead or red chalk, to mix with the vermilion. He

discusses with his correspondent various business

matters; he also asks him for instructions regarding

fees for masses, and the powers attached to the

office of vicar-general, etc. Gravier lhas various

difficulties with the local and Seminary priests at

Mobile, which he ascribes to jealousy on their part.

He urges that La Vente, the parish priest, be

recalled to France.

CLXXXIV. Louis Davaugour, in charge at

Lorette, sends (October 7, 1710) to Joseph Germain,

the new Canadian superior, a report of the condition

of his mission. The good that has been wrought

there he ascribes to his predecessor, De Couvert, who

has been compelled by ill health to retire to Quebec.

The savages at Lorette retain their early piety, and

zealously practice it, regardless of all obstacles.

Drunkenness and vice are entirely abolished among

them. The writer describes the pious exercises in

which these Cliristian -savages delight; and the
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