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¢ The coronatlon eeremonies nt Delhl
" passed off with great splendor. His Im-
perial Majesty,. for suah is hls ‘title in
india, we assume, appears to have »wexll
judged the temper of the people of the
Dependency for there does not seem
to have been a single jarring note in the
whole ceremony, At the presént writ-
ing detalils of the event are lacking, and
these will be of very great interest. We
do not now refer to the paseantry in-
separable from such an occasion, which
it is easy to bélieve must have exceeded
in gorgeousness anything that has tran-
spired in modern’times, but to the ac-
tual coronation itself. This part of the
ceremony was . unique. ‘King Edward
‘was proclaimed  Emperor of India, but
Queen Alexandra was not. proclaimed
Empress. It will be interesting to learn
if. the Associated Press dispatch which
says “George V. and Queen Mary were
proclaimed today Emperor and ‘Empress
of 1ndia" is correct. The point is one
of more¢ than a curious interest for if
it is true a new thing has happened in
India, and in the event of His Majesty
predecéasing his wife she would remain
Empress, a. condition of things that
seems wholly improbable. We draw at-
tention to this matter in the interest of
accuracy only, merely suggestlng that
readers should not take the 1an§has‘e of
of the Associated Press too literally un-
til it has been corroborated. :

In respect to-the coronation there will
be only one feeling among British peo-
ple everywhere, and that will be one of
profound gratification that His Majesty
had the wisdom to determine upon the
outward and visible demonstration  of

RN ) in India, and that
vis so completely success-
Jl amount of courage was
His Majesty in the

sit India at a time when
actr, digeontent s,abroad in the land,
.but the Royal House has never been de-
ficient in that virtue of kings. .The
gentle ludy, who shares hig high honors
€xhibited the same splendid quality.
She well knows the risks attaching to
royalty, but she faced them without
fear, sustained by her strong sense of
duty and confidence that the good will
of her husband and herself would find
a response in the breasts of the people
of India, And now ‘that the occasion
with all its splendor is at an end, it
seems fitting to look at the human side
of the case, Husband and wife left
their children at home to face they
knew not what because they believed
it was their duty to do so. There is the
whole story in a nutshell. One might
amplify -it to fill columns, but that is
what it amounts to. - It is because the
members of ther present British Royal
Hiouse have always been influemced by
that simple sense of responsibility, have
always done their duty, no matter what
it involved, that the kingly office stands
s0 secure in the esteem and confidence
of the British people.
where,

All people every-
whether . or. not .they acknowl-
edge alleglance to the crown, will join
in a fervent wish that the King and
Queen may have a safe return to ‘the
children who will await their coming,
and to the people who have learned to
love and trust them.

B. C. TELEPHONE RATES

The B. .C., Telephone Company has
announced its intention of increasing the
rate for business 'telephones by a dollar
a month. 1nis we are given to under-
‘stand_will apply both in Victoria and
Vancouver, Without any hesitation let
us say that we are opposed to -this in-
crease: that we regard it as in the na-
ture of an imposition and intend to com-
bat its introduction by every means in
our power., Here are a few facts that
may be of interest to the public.

Mr. Halse, the secretary of the ‘com-
pany gives as a reason for the increase
that it has been found necessary to
raise the wages of linemen and other
employees. The Victoria business dis-
trict contains from 1,400 to 1,500 tele-
phones, which with the extra dollar a
month  will
révenue of $1400 a month
to the company. ‘If we are cor-
rectly informed the amount to be im-
posed through additional wages paid out
to the Victoria employees will not ex-
ceed $150 per month. Thus the com-
pany’s added income drawn from this
nity will leave a net monthly balance
_of at least $1,250 to provide for ‘other
contingencies."

_In Vanecouver, whioh is also included
in the proposed change there are said
io be some 65,000 business telephones.
The increase in that city will mean an
ln.ﬂ'déd .income to the company of $5,000
por ‘month, bet us suppose for the sake
of argument that some fifty employoet
of the company will benefit by the raide
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ing to a tree which fell' heross ‘the wires '

on Fort street the reuidente ofae Oak |
Bay and Wmows districts—wh there
are over 200 subscrlbers——wete deprlved

of the use of the seryice ror a number of

‘days. The repaiﬂng work was’ belng
done by -the apprentice cable man men-
tioned -above, for a portion of the time
at least, after which a thoroughly com-
petent man was brought over from Van-
couver. With efficient employees en-
gaged the disorganized system could
have been effectively repaired
least two days, Up to two years ago
the telephones in the city were inspected
and cleaned once in six weeks, but for
the past twenty-four months this prac-
tice has been discontinued. From a san-
{itary standpoint this lack of supervision
does not meet with the approval of the
subscribers. |

Victorlang have hitherto shown con-
siderable faith in the B. C." Telephone
company, regarding it as an important
factor in the upbuilding of the city. On
January 17th last the ratepayers pledg-
ed their credit to the extent of $100,-
000 to enable the company to place its
wires in underground conduits. The
Colonist strongly advocated the passing
of the bylaw believing it to be in line
with the proper advancement of the city.
We still are of opinion that the doing
away with the unsightly poles and the
overhead network of wires is a move
in the right direction,

Reverting to the decision of the com-
pany to increase its rates for telephomnes
in the business area by a dollar a month
we are given to understand that :this
drastic change is being inaugurated at
the suggestion of a number of new em-
ployees. This is not right. We nave.
we think, proved that the increase de-
cided upon is altogether out of propor-
tion to the additions it is proposed to
grant in wages. We have illustrated that
it will mean a very largely increased in-
come to the company for which the
public must pay and for which they
in return have no reason to hope for
additional benefits. It has been shown
that the needs of the system as installed
here are being catered to in an ineffici-
ent manner and that the company in-
stead of reciprocating the faith reposed
in it by the ratepayers is seeking to
benefit unwarrantably at their expense.
These it seems are legitimate reasons
why we should protest against the in-
crease in the rates for business tele-
phones, and we intend to keep on pro-
testing until the company withdraws
from its altogether untenable positior.

TERMINAL ¥ACILITIES

At the meeting of the Council of the
Board of Trade yesterday there ' was
some discussion of the interesting and
important fact that between Victoria
and Ladysmith fully ‘one hundred
freight. cars are lying loaded for Viec-
toria, which cannot be brought into the
city because of the lack of terminal ra-
cilities. No criticism was made because
the members realized that the E, & N.
railway is doing all it can with the
trackage available. Interest attaches
to the fact because it shows how the
busirless of the city is growing. Many
readers will remember the time of the
agitation in favor of the Victoria Ter-
minal railway, which was intended to
bring in freight over the Victoria and
Sidney, when we were told that .the
Charmer’ could furnish all the accom-
modation needed by Victoria business
men, and how a transfer barge was
brought to Ladysmith with a couple
of freight cars aboard, and these were
run down to the station on Store street
to demonstrate that Vicoria already
had car-ferry connection with the Main-
land, but really had no use for it. If
ever there was a case of any one be-
ing “hoist with his own petard,” it was
the E. & N. on thar occasion, The
demonstration was intended to put an
end to the agitation for the bringing
of goods in cars into Victoria, and its
effect was to make the merchants in-
sist that they should be so brought.
For reasons which need not now be dis-
cussed the Victoria terminal project did
not prove to be of its expected advan-
tage, although it is a useful factor in
the carrying trade of the ecity; but the
E. & N. has since then handled ‘thous-
ands of cars of freight both in and
out, and its business of this class has
completely outgrown its preqont facili-
ties. This state of things affords the
best possible proof that Victoria is ad-
vancing with strong.vm.pld and eteuly
rstrides as a husiness centre.
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bearing it has upon t*he camlng of the
Canwdian Northern. It
there will. . be .plenty of ! buslness for
the car-ferry ‘which this raflway has
contrwted to maintain between its Is-

1and and ‘Mainland smema. It adpa"

a’ bart of that cuntmt that ‘the. com-

pany 'shall establish its carshops’ a,t or’

in the immediate ‘vicinity of Victoria

‘and. Sir Donald' Mann is on record. as

sn.y.lng that this city is to be the he_ad-
quarters for the whole Island system.
It is also reasonable .to belleve that

‘the B, & N .will pursue a similar poi-

icy. ‘Within a very few  years both
these railways will be extendéd to' the
north end of the Island, and terminal
facilities, which seem :
will' then be found to be
sufficient.

In the above observations we have
alluded to Victoria only in connection
with local trade, We have not spoken
of it as a National:port nor do we
propose to do -so today, further ‘than
to say that ‘when this jexpectation is
realized, the area that will be devoted
here to terminals will be very exten,
sive. A gentleman who has an. inti-
mate knowl‘edge of conditions in many
parts of the world is our authority in
stating' that the plans for the port of
Victoria ought to include the
area between Macaulay Point on the
west and the point oppesite Menzies
street on the east, including both sides
of the Inner Harbor. We do not be-
lieve that this is an extravagant sug-
gestion.

utterly in-

A WORD TO FARMERS

It is the plain, unvarnished truth:that
the farmers in the vicinity of Victoria
are not doing: what .they .ought.to do
to provide this city'with the necessaries
of life,’and they are thereby losing the
chance to make money. We know very
well what answer will be made to this
statement. We will be told that lavbor
is too scarce, that all the good men get
employment in the towns at wages no
farmer could afford to gay and that the
poor ones are not worth hiring. We do
not underrate the importance of = this
objection, but the fact remains that the
market is not sufficiently supplied with
home grown produce. Said a farmer to
whom this remark was made the other
flay: '‘It does mot pay to send our pro-
duce into town,” and he went on to give
reasons why it does not .pay. These
reasons. were serious ones, and yet the
fact remains that we hayve the soil, the

‘climate and the unsupplied market for

the things which the s0il can produce.
We are writing about this now so that
farmers may think it over during the
season which will elapse before it is
time to put in crops. Is there not some
way in which the home market can get
more home produce? ' In certain. lines,
certain parts of  the community have
discovered the way to successful pro-
duction, Of these the Cowichan cream-
ery furnishes a conspicuous example.
Cannot more be done along this- line?
Cannot the farmers get more closely in
touch with the consumer than he now
182 . Xt is a penny-wise ‘and pound-fool-
ish policy on the part of anyone to dis-
courage farmers to grow produce for the
local markets, and it is said that such
discouragements  exist, The
ought to take matters
hands more than they do.

farmers
in their own

We are told by some critics that Brit-
ish prestige in the Kast is going to suf-
fer very greatly from what is about.to
happen in Persia. It might not be a
bad idea to wait and see ‘what is going
to happen,

Hitherto the decreasing birth-rate in
France has been the subject of a great
deal of discussion and other nations,
Germany especially, have been con-
gratulating themselves that tliey were
free from this symptom of national de-
cadence. But Germany’s statistics are
givlng her cause for alarm, and the

natural increase of the population has
for a short time back beéen at a stand-
still. We notice also that the returns of
the last quarter show a marked decline
of the birth rate in ¥ngland and Wales.

Queen Wilhelmina, of Holland, has sold
her great private library, which she in-
herited. She has done so because very
many of the oldest  books are very
naughty indeed, and she did not want

her ljttle daughter to read them. At one
time she thought of destroying them; but

-was ‘persuaded not to do so because of |

their value historically. It is 'a pity

that some one had not beéen on hand with |
similar advice when religions !eulf Qe

stroyed the great Alexandrian Library
and’ ths books ot tlw K;nm of Yncitgn.
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; V0 nd—-‘What shall I give for Clmstmas? in a sensi-
" ble wny Give a prac cal glf —what more pr‘acttcal gift than a piece of ‘Furniture? Everyone has a need of some
" piece of furniture, and a gift like that cannot but ‘bring genuine appreciation and lasting pleasure.

' Glance through this small list of suggestions that we have prepared for you. Better still, visit our immense
floors, fxlled to the brim with seasonable furniture of alt kinds. The visit will' prove a revelation to you how many sensible,
‘beautiful gifts you can give at a very small outlay of money. 'Our salesmen will give'you no end of suggestions, énd even
if you do hot buy, come and visif our store. We'll be glad to show you through. Last, but not least, we have some start-
ling small prices all through our immense stock, which should encourage early buying. And is your home prepared for
-Christmas? - Your.own wants can be satisfied here better than anywhere else. Fifty years of successful business dealing
in Victoria' and over 30,000 satisfiel customers of Wetler Bros. are your. guarantee of “right deahng ‘
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China Cabinet—Solid gquarter cut oak,
Barly' Knglish finish 15 x 32, glass
door and glass sides, 4 shelves $25.00

China Cabinet—Solid . quarter” cut oak,
glass door.and sides, with mirror and
shelves ..$32.00

Corner Oabmct——bolid quaxter c\xt oak,
golden finish, glass deor and 2 mir-
rors -and 4 shelves

China Cabinet—Sblid quarter ‘cut oak,
golden :finish, British bevel mirror on
top, '8 shelves, .double glass dgor.

China. Cabinet—Fumed oak,
glass (door and

157 x ‘a8,

sides; shelves.

China Cabinet—Fumed oak;, twp gl_ass“
doorg and glass sides, 3 large shelves.

China Cabinet—Fumed oak; top 45 X 16,
mirror 10 x 36, 3 large shelves, 3 large
glass doors and glass side ...$5%2.50

China Cabinet—Fumed oak, glass door
and sides, mirror, 3' shelves....$32.00

A 'DESIGN AND PRICE TO SUIT ALL

You Want to Let the Little
Folks See their Window
Come Today

CHILDREN’S WINDOW, GOVERNMENT

White Enamel Doll Beds—Complete with mattress and
Pillows, $7.50, $6.00 and $1.75
Fumed Doll Beds——lComplete with mattress-and pillows.
Price ial .0 $5.00 .
Doll Carrlaves——ln many decwm and in colors of grcen, 3-PIECE KINDERGARTEN S.ETS’—-_Just arrived, Table
maroon and blue, from $10.50 to ' and z Chairs, in the Early English Finish. Per set $3.50

MANY OTHER PIECES FOR THE CHILDREN TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION

STREET

golden oak frame and

.$1.25

Children’s Chairs—\With cane seat,
wood ‘seat, from ...

s e s e sece s e EB I eEL e e

Children’s Rattan Rockers, from .........

Just Arrived for Xmas

A Shipment of Ladies’ Reed

Work Baskets--Light Finish
in Many Designs

See these New Arrivals on Our
Fourth Floor at

$5.50, $6.50 and $7.00

Beautiful New Liberty Art Goods for Xmas Giits

On a table close to the entrance of our Second Floor are some new arrivals of Liberty Art Bed Spreads, CLlftaiIls and
Table Covers to match, all of the latest and most-exquisite designs and an unequalled variety to select from. Nothing
more suitable for a Christmas gift to a lady friend. The set consists of:

ins: air ceii...96.50 Table Covers, each : ;
gﬁgtsapl:l:a(?; 222;1 Pel' P 3 | These can be bought separately.
TABLE COVERS IN GREAT VARIETY AND DESIGNS AND SIZES FROM 50¢ EACH

SHIPMENT OF BABY CARRIAGES JUST ARRIVED

THE STORE THAT SAVES YOU MONEY

Victoria’s
Popular Home
Furni‘shern i

The Home of
The Ideal
Christmas Gift
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