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Budget Debaters Rise to the
Occaslon—Oratory in
Full.

Opposition Leader on Absence
of Governmental Rallway
Policy.

Government the Subjéct of Critl.
clsm and Appleuse — Dem-
osthenic Flights,

Morday, April 3.

HE House assembled at 2 o’clock
with the customary exercises, af-
ter which the following was the
order of business:

Petitions

Mr. Macgowan presented a petition
from T. C. Livingston and others for
leave to introduce a bill to incorporate
the Royal Canadian Life Insurance Co.

Bills

Mr. Ross introduced a bill to amend
the Woodman’s Lien for Wages. Act.

The Attorney~General introduced a bill
to amend the Special Surveys Act, 1899.

Select Committee Appointed

Upon motion of Mr. Oliver, seconded
by Mr. Brown, it was resolved that a
select committee of five members of this
House, consisting of Messrs, Macgowan,
Gitford, Bowser, Brown and the mover,
be appointed to inquire into all matters
pertaining to the issuing of Crown grants
Nos. 1915-155, 1917-155, 1788-147, 1916-
155; 1843-155, 1919-155, 1951-163, 1844-
155, and also all matters in reference to
pending applications, with power to call
for persons, papers and documents and
to take evidence under oath, and to re-
port the evidence and their findings to

the House.
: Budget Debate

. Mr. Macgowan continued the debate
on the Supply Bill. He opened with a
compliment to the Minister of Finance
upon his able presentation of the finan-
cial stafement. Liberal critics seeming-
ly found nothing else to direct attention
to in criticism of the government than

. a very ill defined assertion that all the
goods things which had come to the pro-
vince were due to the Liberal govern-
ment at Ottawa. They failed, however,
to distinguish in any apptecmbl_e way
the particulars of British Columbia’s in-
debtedness to the federal administration.
As for the present financial position of
the province in relation to works, wise
or otherwise, which had been carried on,
and consequent responsibilities entailed
upon the government of British Colum-
bia, this had nothing to do with the pres-
ent administration. So far as they were
cencerned the care of these accounts was
a simple matter of bookkeeping. They
had to take care of the wobligations con-
tracted by past governments. - It was to
the Conservative party, he claimed, that
the development of the great West was
attributable, and the markets which had
been created, in consequence, for the
Jumber products of this province. He
showed by statistics that Canada was
the second best customer the United
States had for lumber, and that the in-
dustries of this province were not fairly
considered in this connection in the con-
sideration of trade questions~between the
two countries at Ottawa. He interject-
ed a plea for the preservation of the for-
ests against fires, pointing out the great
destruction attributable to this source,
and suggesting the system obtaining in
connection with Dominion lands as
worthy of emulation. He also suggest-
ed that school books should be provided
for pupils at cost. The Alexandra Or-
phanage and other worthy charitable in-
stitutions he commended to the f:vern—
ment’s generous consideration. In the
adjustment of the dyking question he
thought the hona fide settler was entitled
to first consideration, and believed that
the government was fairly impressed
with this view. He thought the govern-
ment would be justified in contributing
to.make the Dominion exhibition, to be
held at New Westminster this summer,
.a success. Among the people to the
South the advantage of such exhibitions,
-on the scale proposed. was keenly realiz-
ed, and they received large assistance
from the state. British Columbia, he
thought, could with advantage follow
their example. He congratulated the
government upon the stand they had tak-
en in appointing the assessment commis-
sion;, and especially upon having adopted
the report submitted by that body. He
“had every faith in the development of
the province, and believed the govern-
ment was disposed to encourage any
legitimate enterprise to facilitate such
development. He expressed himself as
a firm believer in the cdse for better
terms advanced on behalf of the pro-
vince. ‘The justice of the claims made
was apparent in a comparison of the cost
of maintenance of government services
as between the different provinces. Un-
fair discrimination against British Co-
lumbia was specially noticeable .in the
‘federal contributions for wharves and
bridges. In this connection he comment-
> ed om the fact that the great New West-
minster bridge hgd been constructed at
enormous expense without assistance
from the Dominion, and that in other
parts of Canada it was customary to
sapport such undertakings from the fed-
eral treasury. He pointed to the con-
tract made by the Dominion with the
Canadian Pacific ‘Railway ‘Co. as’ an
‘over generous bargain from the country’s
point of view. ~The company not only

. received a very large grant in land, but
the lands were exempt from taxation.
Heo condemned this contract as he was
ready to condemn all such other under-
takings where the public domain was
tied up in such a way for the benefit of
a corporation. :

. Mr. Cameron went into the circum-
stances attending the appointment of the
assessment co:z]xmissio?i, shg(;vu; that the
sition had agreed wit! e course
gggﬂ in that rvegard, He disagreed,
however, with the personnel of that com-
‘mission. It was unwise, he thought, that
the government should have been repre-
sented thereon. The ‘commission should
have been confined to representatives of
the various industries concerned in the
questions at stake. While the commis-
sion had resulted in some good, better
results would have been derived from a
more judicious selection of its member-
ship. ~He admitted that a change in the
school system was necessary, but ques-
tioned whether the best method of re-
form had been selected by the govern-
ment, He thought a more favorable dis-
position could be made of provmc_la.l fin-
ances in relation to borrowed monies and
the interest paid therefor.
Mr. Ross expressed ap, geciation of
the public abilities of the Kinance Min-
ister and of the courtesies always met
tvith in his department by the younger
members of the House. He alluded to
the old sore, the Fernie ballot box ques-
tion, and elicited an observation from
the leader of the opposition that he had
agreed to avoid dragging this subject in-
to the House. " Making an examination
of opposition charges that the C(_mserva.-
tive party had failed to observe its plat-
form undertakings. he showed that the
opposition had practically no platform at
all, its pre-election declarations being
largely of a denunciatory character. And
their subsequent eonduct in the House
was largely reflected in this. Among
the highest and noblest of undertakings
he rated that of agriculture, and he eun-
tertained the greatest respect for all
those who followed that profession. At
the same time the agriculturists as a
statesman had his faults. In Mr. Oli-

it was not simply denumeciatory, the Lib-
eral platform emhraced an enunciation
of certain principles connected with the
granting of subsidies and the building of :
railways. ‘Therefore they might look .
for some sign of the fructification of!
these views in the Liberal representa-
tives of the House. As a matter of fact,
in the legislation which had emanated
from that party, there was a noticeable !
absence of great ideas. There had been |
essays, made on such subjects as “wigs” |
and “bulls” aud “tomrcats.” But theirl
aspirations seem to stup at that. The,
way in which the government had deait
with the school question he considered
worthy of approbation. Discussing mat-
ters appertaining to the transportation
question, he expressed the view that a
certain share of responsibility rested up-
on the government in this connection in
encouraging the development of the
country. At the same time there were
serious ' matters sometimes involved in
effecting practical contracts, and the
government might be justified in going
slowly in the matter. Referring to tha
Grand Trunk Pacific scheme, he sug-
gested that the feeling of prejudice creat-

prevented that serious consideration of
the project from British Columbia’s
point of view to which it was entitled.
The' statement accredited to Mr. Hays

ed by the political associations connect- attributed a confession to
ed with that undertaking had. perhaps'

to provincial revenues about $180,000,
Cariboo $50,000, Lillooet $30, an
the southern part of Vancouver fsland,
within thegi. & N. rpilway belt over
$400,000. e adduced these compari-
‘sons to show that the greatest revenue |
was rece.ved from districts developed by
railways, which more than compensated
tire provinee for any grant made in con-
nection therewith. To strengthen this
point still farther, he showed that the
greater part of the revenue from Yale
came from one section which was open-
ed by railway construction, and that one
mine in this district, the Granby, con-
tributed one-eightieth of the total freight
receipts of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way. =
Evening Session

Mr. Macdonald ‘continued his remarks
when the House resumecd at 8:30 o’clock.
He proceeded to argue that instead of
seeking to formulate a practical pro-
gramme for the consideration of the
Legislature, members of thé government
had spent a considerable part of the re-
cess in gratifying their desires for. re-
creation and change of air. In making
reference to administrative matters, he
Hon. Mr.
Green that there had been grave irregu-
larities in his department.

Hou. Mr. Green observed that he had
not made such a statement.

was enunciated at a time when it could
not be taken as an intended influente in
the elections. The Dominion contract

with this province. As a result of action
which he thought might have been over
hasty, he feared that British Columbia
would not receive the advantage it might
from that enterprise. Personally he be-
lieved that it was not an altogether ir-
rational proposition that the  province
might have induced the early expendi-
ture of some $20,000,000 within its bor-
ders. He expressed some surprise that
this important matter had been allowed
to pass without some comment from the
opposition party in the House. While
the rogd was, according to contract, to
be completed by 1911, there was'a pos-
gibility that an extension of time might
‘become necessary although personally he
hoped it would not. He believed that
negotiations might profitably be’ carried
on with the Grand Trunk Pacific Co.,
looking to.the early commencement of

this province, and the inauguration of
all the important commercial consequen-
ces to the country attendant thereon.
Tle remarked upon the fact that all the
various places in the east were showing
themselves to be alive to their opportuni-
ties in connection with this enterprise
and were endeavoring to secure commer-
cial advantage from its advancement.
He denied that he was in any personal
way interested in the Grand Trunk
scheme. The only brief he held was
on behalf of the people of the province,
in whose interest he conceived it to be
his duty to draw attention to this im-
portant matter, which he believed was
at least worthy of serious consideration.

\ Mr. Jones observed that in the finan-
cial provision made in the estimates, in
the case of Cariboo, there was reason for
complaint, comparing its appropriation
with that provided for districts in any
way ecorresponding thereto. - For in-
stance "Lillooet was to receive $10,000
for public works, whereas Cariboo only
got $8,000. This was reversing the po-
sition which should obtain if the monies
were fairly apportioned for Cariboo con-
tributed $50,000 to the revenue last year,
whereas Lillooet only paid $30,000 into
the provincial treasury. He observed
that Cariboo was not yet a dead dis-
trict. A number of very important min-
ing enterprises were going on there, and
there was an immense field of unpros-
pected territory. While individual min-
ers and small parties were doing some-
thing in placer exploitation, there was
room for a trcmendous extension of oper-
ations in this regard. He suggested that
the placer laws were susceptible to some
improvement looking to the encourage-
mient of prospecting. ‘The country was
‘so large and the difficulties of practical
exploration so great that it was desirable
to make things as easy as possible for
the pioneers who went out into the wil-
derness and discovered the gold. He

In fact was rather interested in it. The
goverrment was weak and he always
had sympathy for anxt];inz weak.

Hon. MF. Tatlow pointed out that Mr.
Jones was wrong in his appreciation of
the appropriations Zor Cariboo. In ad-
Adjtion to the $8,000 to which he had re-
ferred, there was $22,000 for the Cari-
boo wagon road.

Mr. Hall ‘argued that there would
lhave been no occasion for the govern-
ment's legislation with respect to assess-
ments if the taxes assessable under the
old act had been fully collected. For thé
conditions which obtained with respect
to the lumber trade in'the Northwest he
thought the lumbermen themselves some-
what to blame., They had allowed the
trade there to fall into the hands of a
combine, which exacted its own prices
from the consumerd. The governmeont
had done nothing but amend the amend-
ments to statutes which had been amend-
ed before. They were simply makinZ
work for a committee of revision to make
the statutes ‘comprehensible to ordinary
intelligence. . ’

Mr. J. A. Macdonald: said the presen-
tation of the Finance Minister reminded
him of the liquidator of a bankrupt es-
tate making his report to the sharehold:
ers. For this the minister was not per-
sonally responsible. The government
had been in office for two years. What
had they done? If the Finance Minis-
ter had gone over the country aud taken
stock of the assets upon which he might
levy, the estimates he' submitted to the
House might have been much more satis-
factory. Instead of meeting opposition
criticism the government sought to di-
vert attention by, turning to a discussion
of Dominion politics, and finding fault
with the Liberal government. The lum-
ber duty, about which so much was said,
was taken off by the Hon. G. E. Foster
when Conservative Finance Minister. 1t
the Ottawa government did nothing for
the lumber industry of the province, the
local government was doing less. Ad-
verting to the Fernie ballot box question,
he attributed the silence of the opposi-
tion on this subject this session to the
consciousness that, after failing toget
justice as the result of continued agita-
tion last year, further discussion was fu-
tile. He claimed that Mr. Ross repre-
sented not the majority but the minority
: of the peﬁ:le of Fernie. The position
taken by . Ross with reference to the
Grand Trunk Pacific he made the sub-
jéct of remark, observing that while as-
serting that he held a brief for the peo-
ple, he nevertheless submitted an argu-
ment for subsidizing that company.

Mr. Ross explained that he had ot
advocated the granting of a subsidy. The
purport of his remarks was that the
question of getting the company to com-
mence early construction in this province
should receive serious consideration.

Mr. J. A. Macdonald adverted to a
previous enunciation of Mr. Ross on this
subject to indicate that he favored giv-
ing the company terminal facilities and
certain other concessions. Irrespective
of the Grand Trunk scheme, the govern-
ment was committed to the development
of a railway policy. It was noted last
year as an engrossing subject of legisihi-
tive consideration by the ‘editor of the
News-Advertiser. “T'he Premier had un-
dertaken to convene the House specially
for this purpose. A summer session was
to be called. . But the session never came
and nothing was done. ‘He characteriz-
ed this unfulfilled undertaking of the
Premier as a gold brick, handed out to
the House. The Eeo le would require an
explanation of the Premier for his fail-
ure to observe his promise in this regard.
‘The Premiér took the position that al-
though there were some twenty schemes
before the gevernment ndne of them
would necessarily be considered unless
actual railway construction was ensured
thereby. ‘Did this mean that the C. P.
R. and other concerns which had propo-
sitions before the government merited no
serious consideration. In this connection
he observed that out of the total revenue
collected last year from the various dis-
tricts of the province Kootenay contri-

ver there was'a tendency toward prolific
expression. In those particulars in which

buted $530,000 or something like one-
third of the whole. Yale contributed

with that company was not a contract |

building operations on this coast and in |

had no fault to find with the government. |

Mr. Macdonald proceeded to elaborate
' the suggestion that the government had
accomplished nothing, remarking that it
had of past years been a source of com-
! plaint that there had been too much
| legislating of the sort with which it had
' busied itself. ~He then endeavored to
| show that the opposition had assisted in
perfecting legislation which the govern-
ment in its wisdom had ‘ntroduced from
time to time. He regretted that they had
not had opportunity to assist in the de-
velopment of railway legislation as prom-
ised last session by the Premier. With-
out committing himself to the form of .
the assistance given to the railways to
which he had referred, he emphasized
the position he took in-eference thereto,
namely that there was sufficient mater=
ial ‘benefit resultant from railway devel-
opment to recoup the province for the
assistance necessary to bring about their
construction. ‘The opposition did not
pretend to know the terms of the rail-
way propositions wkich were now before
the government. They had no communi-
cation with the promoters from whom
they came. They could not, therefore,
be fairly asked, as they had been from
the government side, what they would
do if they were in the government’s
place. This was the attitude taken by
the government with respect to all the
measures it had submitted to the House,
and he was happy to think that this par-
ty had been able to offéer some sugges-
tions and amendments of value, which
the government had scen fit to accept.
‘With respect to the questions of better
terms and the.lumber duties, he remark-
ed that the opposition had joined in the
} memorial prepared in the one case aund
bad actually framed the resolution adopt-
ed in the other. It was apparent, there-
fore, that no special ¢redit attached to
the government in connection with these
matters. He suggested that aspirations
of members of the government in rela-
tion to railway development would be
satisfied in empty discussion of matters
having no relation to the public ques-
tions of the dav.
Mr. Shatford: . No.

Mr. Macdonald suggested that the po-
sition of members-on this subject would
be tested by the motion which he had to
offer, namely that: “Whereas the Prem-
ier, at the .last  session of this Legisla-
ture, intimated that  his government
would submit to this House proposals
of @ definite character on railway mat-
ters:

**And whereas, failing to submit such
proposals, the Premier subsequently stat-
ed on the floor of this House that a sum-
mer session would be held to deal ex-
clusively wjth railway and transporta-
tion matterS in thjs province:

“And whereas said session was not
held as promised:

“And whereas the goverument has as
yet submitted to this House no proposals
during the present session looking to bet-
ter transportation facilities:

“J'herefore th's House regrets the in-
decision of the government and its ves
peatcd failures to deal with an urgent
public question.”

Mr. Bowser called attention to the
anomalous posifion which the opposition ;
occupied with reference to the question :
in debate. From the formidable sugges-:
tion which had come from that party:
as to the weaknesses of the government’s |
financial pronouncement they might have
expected some powerful arraignment of °
the administration. - Instead of this they
had had the spectacle of the member for :
Yale arising as finamcial critic of his-
party and delivering an address_scarce-
ly paralleled for weakness ‘and mcoher-‘
ency in the annals of parliament. _He.
showed the childishness of the aspersions
upon the Attorney-General and Finance
Minister in connection with their journey
to the Old Country, and observed that
the opposition was driven to these frivo-
lous pretexts to discover ‘any gxcuse
whatever for an attack upon the gov-
ernment. 1f discussion were in order on
this theme oppositionists might find more
fitting subjects in the Federal arena,
l where private cars and yachts were com-

mon as ministerial conveyances and ‘it-

ltle jaunts to the 0ld Country and Bur-
ope were of not infrequent occurrence.
The remarks of the leader of the oppo-
sition were reducible to an argument in
favor of bonusing railways. In fact no
other conclusion could be drawn there-
from. Yet evidences were not wanting
from tHe utterances of members of the
opposition, that to say the least there
was no unanimity on this question. The
‘member for Alberni had spoken against
the granting ‘of aid to railways in Koo-
tenay.

Mr. McInnes said he had spoken
against the form which aid to railways
there had taken in the past, but he had
not spoken against aid to railways.

Mr. Bowser remarked that the leade:
of the opposition had argued generally
that railways should be assisted. If he
had any new ideas on the subject they
were not disclosed to the House. Dis-
cussing matters connected with the rela-
\tions between the Federal and provincial
authorities respecting the immigration
and franchise laws, he read from an
opinion ‘of the Minister of Justice from
which he adduced the statement that
the Dominion government was in favor
of giving Chinamen and Japanese a vote.
He humorously suggested that Mr. Hall,
a prospéctive canueryman, and Mr. Pat-
terson, an employer of labor, might
have had some influence in leading the
Dominion government up to this state of
mind. He pictured some of the humor-
ous results which might flow from the
fulfilment of Dominion-government pro-
clivities in this regard. The Minister of
Finance, who was so much abused by
opposition critics, was the first minister
occupying that position who had been
able to report a surplus to the House. In’
regard to railway development, it was
an easy matter to dream on‘the opposi-
tion benches or to suggest in a remote
and undefined way possibilities of ac-
complishment. It was easy for men
who sat aloof prepared to attack the!
omissions or commissions of the govern-
ment to say that something should ‘be
done. They were ready to attack the
principle of land grants or to agree that
money grants were impracticable. At
the same time they were clamering for
railways like children ecrying for the
moon. But there was no sincerity in
their ¢lamor. He assured the opposition
that railways would be built in British
Columbia. Hven admitting that there
might be no construction this year, they
would be built and built on a business
basis. He added a word about the mor-
ale of the Liberal party in Ontario, and
exposed their record ds a warning to
their cousins in the provincial legisla-
ture. The present government had come
to office with serious difficulties before
them. They had succeeded ‘as it were
a period of chaosy and had restored order
out of & condition of things which had
become almost unbearable. Their record
thus far was one which they could be
proud of, and their administration prom-
ised a steady and assured progress to
the province.

Mr. Shatford said he desired to add'a
(Continued on Ppge Three.) ‘

New Grouping
Of The Powers

Russia Takes Graln of Comfort
Out_of Emperor Willlam’s
Speech at Tangler.

Moroccans Visibly Impressed to
Disadvantage of Franceé and
Great Britain,

Europe on Eve of Great Develop-
ments in the International
Events,

Emperor William’s' speech at

Tangier and prospective de-

velopments there have taken
up the attention of Russian newspapers
here. Her treaty relations with France
and the friendly attitude of Germany
during the war place Russia in an awk-
ward position. Nevertheless, the diffi-
culties of floating further loans in
France and the absence of assistance,
on which unofficial Russia at least had
vaguely counted, ineline the scales some-
what in favor of the western neighbor,
whose benevolent neutrality and frontier
pledge enabled Russia to’ place in the
field a Manchurian army so well supplied
with artillery. Decided pleasure is also
expressed at the rocks encountered by
the new Anglo-French entente. - The
Russe terms the visit of the German
Emperor to Tangier as a demonstration
against the entente, and points out that
the refusal of Emperor William to rec-
ognize French pretensions must deeply
impress the Moroccaus to the disadvan-
tage of both France and Great Britain.

“Unexpectedly,” the Russe says, %a
grouping of powers in Western Europe
has begun, and perhaps we are on tge
eve of great developments in internation-
al cvents.”

The Novosti sees in the German Em-
peror’s supposed pleasure trips to Jern-
salem, Constantinople and Tangier a
fixed plan to uphold Turkey 'in Morocco
and “create a Mussulman peril,” which
is Germany’s answer to Great Britain's
‘“yellow peril.” ' The paper expresses the
belief that it will result in a strengthen-
ing of the bond between Great Britain
and France, the embitterment of ‘the
feeling between France and Germany,
and increased armament, but that there
is no possibility of war. since Berlin ful-
ly comprehends the madness of a conflict
with "Great Britain and France allied.
In the discussion of peace several papers
refer to the Associated Press despatches
which have been re-telegraphd from New
York, laying special stress on the state-
ment that the negotiations were origin-
ated by Russia, but _avoid any extensive
editorial comment. '

CANAL COMMISSION
IS APPOINTED

ST. PETERSBURG, April 3—

Secretary Taft’s Suggestlons for
Re-organization of Import-
ant Work.

‘Washington, April 3.—President
Roosevelt has carried out his plans for
the reorganization of the Isthmian canal
commission as to its personnel and busi-
ness methods, generally on the lines of
the legislatior ne¢ suggested to congress
at the last session, which failed in the
crush of business in the closing hours.
Today, within half an hour affer the
president’s departure from Washington,
Secretary Taft, directly in charge of
canal matters, made public the perso_npel
of the new commission and the division
of duties among them. Only one mem-
ber of the old commission, 3eg;amw
Harrod, was re-appointed. Finding he
was obliged legally to appoint seven com-
missioners, the president did so, but he
carried out his own plan by making
three of them practically the commission
—the other four, although bearing the
title of commissioners, not only receive a

i Jower compensation, but are assigned to

much smaller fields of activity. The
président also has carried out the scheme
of dividing up the work of canal build-
ing among the commissioners, so that
nominally acting as a body on stated oc-
casions, each individual member would
operate in a speejal field. The head of
the commission is a trained railway man,
chosen for his administrative ability in
the financial and purchasing field. The
new governor of the zone is a lawyer,
who also has had to do with state affairs.
The engineer commissioner alrem_‘]y is
known for his abilities in execution of
the practical work of canal cutting. The
other members of the commission are
placed to comply with' the law as to the
number of commissioners, but are men
of high ability as hydraulic engineers.
Secretary Taft told them today that they
would be expected to show results, and
that is said to be the very keynote from
the president’s action today.

The personnel of  the new
Isthmian canal commission s
as - follows: Theodore P. Sholts, chair-
man; Charles E. Magoon, governor of
the canal zone; John F. Wallace, chief
engineer; Rear Admiral M. T. Endicott,
U. 8. N.; Brigadier General Peter C.
Hains, U. S. A. (retired); Col. Oswaid
M. Ernst, corps engineer, U. S. A.; Beu-
jamin Harrod.

These names were given out at the
war department today, and in connection
with the announcement, Secretary Taft
gave out for publication the -announce-
ment of the salaries to the new commis-
sioners and his own letter to the presi-
dent and one from the latter explaining
the plan of re-organization of the com-
mission—*“That whatever plan is likely
to be adopted, the work of excavation
and construction. whick would have to
be done under any plan, may proceed
without waste of energy for a penod
quite long enough to decide which is the
best plan.”

. “I suggest, therefore,” said Secretary
Taft’s letter, “that the first work to be
done is the appointment of an advisory
board of engineers, say seven or nine in
number, to be selected from the engin-
eers having especial knowledge of hy-
draulic engineering and canal construc-
tion, to whom shall be submitted all pos-
sible information with respect to the
projected canal, both that obtained by
the French engineers before our purchase
of the plant, and the /data-obtained by
the chief engineer of the
commission, together with all its pro-
jects ‘suggested ‘for the solution of the
problem, that the advisery board be in-
vited to Washington for the purpose of
agreeing on its recommendations, and if
such recommendations be made before
the ‘regular meeting’ of congress in De-
cember, that the recommendations be
submitted 4o the ecanal commission, as
then: constituted, for ite approval or
modification. and with- the recommenda-
tions of the canal commission be submit-
ted to the president for his action &nd
transmission to congress. :

“As ‘already suggested, this work of
securing the best plan and its approval
by congress need not delay the prelimin-
ary work adapted to any possible plan or
the highly critical work of sanitation;
the extreme importance of which has’al-
ready been.emphasized in your previous
ingtructions.

“It is conceded even by its own mem-
bers that the present commission has not
80 developed itself into an executive
body as to give hope that it may be used
successfully as ‘an instrumentality for

present canal |’

carrying on the immense legislative bar-
den involved in the comstruction of the
canal, and it remains for the president,
and the failure of congress to act, to re-
organize the commission, both by change
in personnz! and by certain instructions
as to its internal procedure and distribu-
tion of powers and authority to secure
8“::‘3," rapidity and efficiency  in the
work.

The secretary then states in detail his
plan for the division of the work into
departmepts and his reasons therefor,
all of which details are accepted and set
forth in the president’s order. The let-
ter concludes as follows:

“The change of headquarters and pow-
er from Washuggton to the Isthmus will
doubtless require a radical change ir
the office_of the commission in Wash-
ington. I am quite sure that greater
economy and more satisfactory methods
of accounting can be secured than now
exists, Machinery for the purchase of
supplies and a force sufficient to main-
tain a duplicate set of acts and the
necessary qorrespondents, must necessar-
ily be maintained in Washington, but
little else is needed. But these changes
may safely be left to the commission
and executive committee as newly con-
stituted. ’

i “I beg to submit herewith the resigna-
tions of all the present canal commission
to take effect at your pleasure.

“I respectfully recommend tite ap-
pointment of a new commission and a
designation of the chairman of the com-
mission, the governor of the canal zone
and the chief engineer, and the issuing
of an executive order embodying the
recommendations herein.

“Respectfully yours,

“WILLIAM H. TAFT,
“Secretary of War.
“To the president.”

DEMANDS CO‘EJ RT-MARTIAL.

Rear Admiral Prince Outomski De-
mands a Fair Hearing.

St. Petersburg, April 3.—Read Ad-
miral Prince Outomski has arrived in
St. Petersburg and has demanded a
trial by public court-martial to clear
himself of the charge of being respon-
sible for the losses sustained by the
Port Arthur squadron on August 10
last. He denies that he gave the order
to return to Port Arthur. On the con-
trary, the admiral maintains that, after
Rear Admiral Withoft’s death, he in-
tended to break the line of Admiral
Togo and to go to Vladivostok. When
the Russian battleship Czarevitch be-
came unmanageable, throwing the Rus-
sian ships into confusion, Outomski
signalled: “Follow me.” Darkness fell
while he was straightening his line,
when, finding all the ships except the
battleships Pobieda. and Poltava had
headed back to Port Arthur, he had no
alternative but to return. He says he
was relieved of his command a fort-
night later because his official report
was too brief.

REPORTED PROGRESS.

Tokio, April 3.—The following report
‘has been received from the headquarters
of the Japanese army at the front:

“Our force in the direction of Singkin
(about 80 miles east of Mukden) reports
that, according to information received
from the natives, a force of Russians
and mounted bandits under Col. Mado-

litoff, which has assembled at Hailang, |

has returned to the North. According
to other natives, Kirin seems to be the
place for the enemy’s assembling. ~ Our
force at Weihulnpomen (35 miles north-
east of Tie Pass) reports that there has
been no change in the enemy’s positions
in the vicinity of Menhuachich. There
are some Russian infantry and ecavalry
about 32 miles northeast of Kaivoan
(25 miles from Tie Phss). Our force
at Shangtu (40 miles above Tie Pass)
reports that thé cavalry outposts re-
treated 25 miles north of Changtu, after
burning the railroad station at Souza-
tozu. “Our force at Fakomen (30 miles
north of Tie Pass) reports that cavalry
outposts of the enemy havée been ob-
served 30 miles northeast of that place,
and that mixed forces of the enemy
occupy Fenghau (56 -miles north of
Fakomen), Pamienchang
rptriles west of Fenghua), and thejr vicin-
ity.

CANNOT FEED SMELTERS.

With Eugene Shipping Foreign Home
Production Is Insufficient.

Nelson, April 3.—The Hall Mining &
Smelting Co. will close down its operat-
ing lead stack tomorrow for want of
ore. Only two have been used since
Feb. 25. At the, Trail smelter the sin-
gle operating lead stack, out of three
available ones, will close down almost
immediately for want of silver lead ore.
The trouble has arisen from the Slocan
miners overestimating their probable
output when it was agreed to let the St.
Eugene ship abroad. The St. Eugene
agreed to supply the difference required
to keep the home smelter busy, but al-
though it has each month sent more than
half of all the ore supplied to Trail and
Nelson, the other silver lead mines have
failed to output anything like the amount
originally estimated. A great deal of
dissatisfaction exists over the working
out of the concession granted to the St.
Eugene Co., but' the company is sending
what it agreed to to Trail and Nelson,
and has a big contract to fill with Euro-
pean plants.

ALLEGED IRREGULARITY.

Uncertificated Mine Foreman Said to
nave Been Employed.

Ladysmith, B. C., April 3.—(Special.)
—Provincial Inspector of Mines Dick
was in Ladysmith today in connection
with an alleged irregularity in the Ex-
tension mines regarding the -employ-
ment of a mine foreman without a
proper certificate. The facts of the
case are to be heard before Magistrate
Thomson on Wednesday.

A Chinaman employed in the switch
vards here fell from the cowcatcher of
the engine today and the engine passed
over one leg, crushing it to the rail.

INTELLIGENCE DEPARTMENT.

Says Danger Threatens on Britain's
Indian Frontier.

London, April 3.—In the House of
Commons today War Secretary Arnold-
Foster, replying to Winston Churchill’s
motion to reduce the army vote by $50,-
000,000, said the only method of com-
bining efficiency of the army as a
fighting force with economy was by
reduction of the volunteers. Mr.
Arnold-Foster ‘said his critics charged
him with exaggerating the danger on
the Indian frontier, but the government
and the war office were acting entirely
in accordance with the advices of the
government in India.

ENDORSES CONFERENCE.

Moscow, April 3.—Interior Minister
Bouligan has over-ruled the decision of
the assistant minister of the interior
prohibiting the holding of the cholera
congress, whose programme c¢an now be
carried out. %

THE COURSE OF ROYAL LOVE.

London, April 4—The Dalily Mirror
asserts that Pope Pius X. yesterday
gave ' his consent to the betrothal of
King Alfonso of Spain and Princess
Patricia of Connaught, to which King
Edward’s consent has already been
given.

LENDS MORAL SUPPORT.
Rome, - April 3.—The Italian third-

class cruiser, Dogall is being kept in
South American waters in readiness to

TROUBLE ABATING.

Port Au Prince, Hayti, April 3.—The
United States cruiser Brooklyn has ar-
rived here. Many Syrian stores have
been opened, under the protection of
the government authorities.

“THE POLICEMAN’S LOT.”

Warsaw, April 3.—Attacks on police-
men are becoming more frequent. Two
officers were wounded tonight, one of
them being shot and the other stab-
bed. Their assailants escaped’

g)

OFF FOR THE SOUTH.

Washington, D. C., April 3.—With
cheers and good wishes resounding at
the Pennsylvania depot, the President,
at 9:05 today on a special train, started
on a trip through the south.

ESCORT POOR SAFEGUARD.

Tiflis, April 3.—As the station master
at Kutais was driving to the local
treasury, accompanied by an armed es-
cort, he was attacked by four armed
men, who overpowered the escort and
robbed the station master of $3,000.

CASTRO WELL CONTENT.

Caracas, Venezuela, April 3.—(3 p.
m.)—President Castro today said that
he is well satisfad with the turn of
American-Venezuelan affairs, and feels
sure that there will be no difficulty be-
‘tween the two nations. The American
government and people, he added, are
:J;;glnning to understand the true situa-

n.

NORTHERN SECURITIES CASE.

‘Washington, D. C.,, April 3.—In the
Supreme court of the United States to-
day the Chief Justice handed down the
opinion of the court in the case of
Harriman vs. the Northern Securities
Company. The decision was as an-
nounced several weeks ago. The mo-
tion for the immediate issuance of the
mandate was denied, the date for is-
suance being fixed for April 15.

—————
THE BONE OF CONTENTION.

Much Suffering Among Chinese, in and
Near (Mukden.

General Oku’s Headquarters in the
Field, April 3, via Fusan.—There is
much suffering among the Chinese in

(about 15]1.

‘to the military profession.

support the Italian minister at Car-
acas should Venezuela refuse to comply
with the demands of the powers.

« preparation of those autonomy bills.

the vicinity of Mukden. Scores of vil-
lages were destroyed in the recent
fighting and 100,000 persons are home-
less and destitute. The Chinese gov-
ernment is now feeding and housing
60,000 refugees at Mukden, and also
furnishing seed grain.

P R G
CONCESSIONS TO FINLAND.

St. Petersburg, April 3.—An imperial
manifesto was published in the Finland
Gazette today directing that, in com-
pliance with the request of the Finnish
Diet, the military service law for Fin-
land, issued July, 1901, be temporarily
repealed pending legislative settlement
of the question. The Gazette also an-
nounces that, by imperial decree of
March 29, the temporary decisions re-

garding the dismissal of Finnish judges|.

are repealed.
GETTING IN TOUCH.

Japanue Minister Has Friendly Chat
With Secretary Taft.

‘Washington, D. C. April 3.—Mr.
Takahira, the Japanese minister, was
at the war department and had a long
talk with Secretary Taft, who is the
head of the department in the absence
of the President. Mr. Takahira talked
of the possibilities of peace and of the
general situation in the Far East, but
he had no proposals to make, and, as
far as he made it known, the subject
of his visit appears to have been to
get in touch with the secretary in his
new capacity. Mr. Takahira learned
from Mr. Taft that there was no change
in this government’s attitude.

—_———
=

GOSSIP OF PARIS.

French Capital to Entertain Royalty—
Monument to Jules Verne.

Paris, April 3.—The Russian govern-
ment has ordered 2,000 cars and 170
locomotives of the St. Etienne Iron
Works. It is understood that they are |
intended for increasing the military
equipment of the Trans-Siberian road.

The Shah of Persia will arrive in
France shortly to take 'a provincial
water cure. The arrival here of King
Alfonso at the end of the month is lead-
ing to elaborate preparations for his
entertainment,

Representatives of President Loubet,
several cabinet ministers and many
members of the diplomatic corps at-
tended the gala opening of a Wild West
show Saturday afternoon in the Champ
de Mars. The cowboys and roughriders
were enthusiastically received.

Theé inhabitants of Amiens have
opened a subscription to erect a monu-
ment to the memory of Jules Verne.
Already a large smount har been sub-
scribed,

—_——
SEEKING GREENER FIELDS.

A.B. McNeill Reported Assured of Pilot
§ Board cretaryship.

. Persistent rumors are afloat to the ef-
fect that at least two more of the male
teachers of the public schools are about
ta leave the work in order to take up
more congenial or more profitable avoca-
tions. Kor some time it has been a
matter of speculation as to who is to be
the new secretary of the Pilotage Board.
The chances of the several prominent
supporters of the Ottawa government
have each been considered, and it is fin-
ally announced on good authority that A.
B. McNeil has drawn the lucky number
—and is assured of appointment in due
course. Besides the coveted secretary-
ship it is reported that Mr. McNeil will
associate himself with Mr. R. L. Drury
in the insurapce business and add to it
a realty department.

The other gentleman, Mr. Winsby, is
prominent in militia circles, and it is said
that he will in future devote his talents
i The transfer
of the garrisons on this coast will leave
room for a number of promotions, among
them being several from the local mili-
tia.

Though it is a matter for congratula-
tion that these gentlemen are not leav-
ing the city, they will be.a decided loss
to the profession. This further defec-
tion; following closely as it does on the
resignation of Mr. J. C. Barnacle from
the staff, will leave the schools almost
wholly in the hands of lady teachers,
whether for the betterment of the schools
or otherwise it is for the public to judge.
There have been many annouuncements
from time to time that the board of
trustees intend increasing the number
of mule teachers on the staff, yet there
are fewer now than ever before, the nat-
ural inferenee being that the induce-
mnts to efficient mer to remain on the
staff are not sufficient.

WELL!

WHAT

Toronto Telegram.

What would Quebec have thought if a
Protestant premier had entrusted the
drafting of a clause affecting French-
Canadian rights to a sub-committee com-

d of the late D’Alton McCarthy, the}’

late N, Clarke Wallace and Dr. Sproule,

—0

NO CONSULTATION.

Ottawa Citigen. t

Haultain wasn’t consulted; the North-
west members weren’t consulted; Sifton
wasn’t consulted; Fielding wasn't con-
sulted. It seems to be a narrowing down
to a question of who was consulted in the

| Dominion

News Notes

Doukhobors Give Large Orders
to the Moutreal
fFactorles.

Exlles From Siberla to Find g
Home on (anada’s Great
Pralries.

Autonomy Debate Continued in
The House of Commons
Yesterday.

INNIPEG, April 3.—Peter Ver-
egin, leader of the Doukhobors,

returned today from Moutreal,
1 where he laid before the Rus-
an consul general the claims of the
oukhdbors for land left in the Cau-
casus when they emigrated to Canada.
They left large orders for goods in Mon-
treal factories. Veregin states that an-
other l'arger.pany will leave for Can-
ada Ehxs spring, having completed ten
years’ banishment in Siberia for refusal
to do military service for the govern-
ment.
THE GROWTH OF TRADE

Inland revenue collections for March
gt W.ltlilmpeg shi)w an increase of $11,000
ver the year the t 1
Deing $80 455, 904, the otal this year
MANIA AND DEATH
Joseph Nesbitt, a resident of Macleod,
élta., for many years, committed suicide
Sunday night by hanging. He suffered
from a mania concerning the welfare of
his family.
GROWING IN GRACE.

' The contract for the new Methodist
Broadway tabernacle, to cost $100,000,
has been let to Grace & Co. It will be
the finest church edifice west of Toronto.

FOR FIRE PROTECTION ONLY.

A high pressure water system, to cost
$350,000, for fire protection only, was
authorized by the Winnipeg city coumcil
this evening. . :

AUTONOMY DEBATE.

Ottawa, April 3.—(Special)The de-
bate on the autonomy bill today was
confined to three speakers, Roche (Mar-
quette), McKenzie (Cape Breton), and
Perley (Argenteuil). The discussion will
last a fortnight longer.

QUEBEC BYE-ELECTION.

Montreal, April 3.—Nominations took
place today for the by-elections necessi-
tated by the new government. In St.
Jam.es’. division of Montreal, Premier
'‘Gouin is opposed by A. St. Martin (La-
bor). The other ministers—Turgeon,
Tessier and Roy—were elected by ac-
clamation.

HON. MR. SUTHERLAND HOME.

Toronto, April 3.—Hon. James Suth-
erland returned to his home at Wood-
stock Saturday after four months’ ab-
sence at Hot Springs, Va., and other
health resorts. It is unlikely that he
will go to Ottawa for some little time.

IN CONTROL OF “LE SOLEIL.”

quette has obtained control of the
Y¥reuch Liberal organ of this city, Le
fSoleil. He purchased the shares held
by Mrs. Pacaud, widow of the late edi-
tor and proprietor, and thismgrning pur-
chased the interests of Hon. C. Fitzpat-
rick for $17,000.
VICTORIAN AT MONTREAL.

_ St. John, N. B., April 3.—The Allan
line turbine steamer Victorian reached
here early this morning. The trip from
Halifax is regarded as most satisfactory
by the owners. With fair weather con-
ditions Capt. McNicoll of the Victoriay
is satisfied that it will be possible to
maintain a spged of 18 knots.

ANSWERED LAST ROLL CALL.

Kingston, April 3.—Patrick McGee,
a Crimean veteran, was found dead in
his bed this morning. Foul play is sus-
pected and an inquest will be held. The
deceased was seventy-seven years old.
THE DEADLY COAL STOVE.
Niagara on the Lake, Ont., April 3.—
Cornelius Murphy, a gardener, about 50
years of age, and his wife Margaret,
who occupied a small cottage near the
dock here, have been asphyxiated by coal
gas from a stove.

PASSING OF A SOLDIER.
Kingston, Ont., April 8.—Capt. Chrat-
rand, professor of French in the Royal
Military College, died this morning. In
1877 he joined the French army, serving
eighteen years. He was the only French-
Canadian to attain the rank of an officer
in-the French army.

WAS PURELY
AN ACCIDENT

Explosion in an lllinois M ne
Brings S8udden Deathto
Many.

Benton, Ill., April 3.—Some forty min-
ers were entombed today in Leiter's
mine at Zeigler by a terrific explosion of
gas, and it is probable that thirty or
more of the buried men are dead. 'Thus
far four bodies have been found. The
explosion, it is said, was due to the fact
that the Leiter mines are not worked
on Sunday, thus allowing gas to accumu-
late in the lower workings.

‘When between 35 and 45 miners had
descended into the mine today to resume
work, a terrific explosion blew the mouth
of the mine high into the air. Omne of
the steel cages was blown to the surface
from the bottom of a 500-foot shaft. The
shock of the explosion was felt at Ben-
ton, 12 miles northeast of Zeigler.

, One miner was killed and four were
severely injured at the mouth of the
shaft in which the explosion occurred.
The work of rescue was begun at once
by miners who were arriving when the
explosion took place. But the  main
shaft was demolished so that rescue
work had to be carried on through the
air shaft. ‘This has hindered the work
of aiding the entombed men to such an
extent that when ‘darkness fell tonight
only three bodies and one injured man
had been brought to the surface. These
bodies were found fifty feet from the
bottom of the shaft, and this is as far
as the rescuers have been able to pene-
trate the shaft.

A committee of union miners from
Duquesne and other mining towns have
collected at Zeigler and offered their aid.
The bodies of the dead are so black-
ened that they are unrecognizable. Bo-
lia Campbell is the injured man brought
out of the shaft, and it is said that he
cannot live.

There was much confusion among the
miners when the accident became known,
because there has been a strike and
many conflicts had occurred between
strikers and non-union men. An all-day
investigation tends to show that the ac-
cident was due to the accidental explo-
sion of accumulated gas.

Thus far 15 bodies hav2 been recov-
ered and more than th' are <7'd to
be dead.

INCORRECT.
London, April 3.—A news agency de-
spatch from St. Petersburg says that

the report published on Saturday that
a new internal loan of $100,000,000

would shortly be issued is now dis-
credited. !

Quebec, April 3.—Senator P, A. Cho- °
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