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GROSS IGNORANCRH.

The ignorance of the business men who

attended the meeting at Vancouver, presided
over by Mr. F. C Cotton, M. P. P., is in-
deed something phenomenal. = Men of ordi-
nary intelligence know that- the Minister of
Justice has no power to interfere with the
ordinary course of law: Sir John Thomp-]
son has no more power arbitrarily to sus-
pend the order of the Court than has Mr. F.
C. Cotton himself. The Minister of Justice
may advise the Governor-General to pardon
a prisoner after the Court has-done with
him, for it is one of the prerogatives of the
Crown to pardon, but the Queen herself can-
not interfere with the proceedings of the
Courts of Justice, In making an applica-
tion to the Minister of Justice o suspend
the order of the Court the ¢ business men”
and their chairman only showed their ignor-
ance of British law and the rights of British
subjects. , Sir John Thompson is the saga-
cious adviser of a constitutional ruler and.
not the Grand Vizier of & despot.

A GOOD BEGINNING.

Qur readers will be pleased to learn that)
the Canada Western is now well on the
way'to become, within & measurable time,
an accomplished fact. The representatives
of the Chicago syndicate are here and have
concluded their . negotiations' with the
Canada Western Company. The papers
are being prepared and will in a day or
two be executed. The survey, both on the
Islahd and Mainland, will soon be com-
menced, the construction company formed,
and matters will be put in train for the
practical commencement of the great work.

There is, of course, much to be done, but
the undertaking is in the hands of good men
who understand their business, and who
have the ability and the courage to carry it
to a successful conclugion.

The city of Victoria and the province
generally are to be congratulated on such a

. good beginning being made.  Much credit
is due to Mr. R. P. Rithet and other local
gentlemen, who have been untiring in their
efforts to get-the project well under way.
The Government of the Province are evi-
dently impressed with the importance of the
work. They have done all that could be
expected of them, consistent with their duty
to the people, to make the way smooth for
the company, and their hearty co-operation
may be depended upon to carry it out. The
prospect is, therefore, good ‘both at home
and abroad, and we hope before long tu be
able to give a good account of the progress
that has been made. : :

AN UNREASONABLE CLAIM.

The chairman of the Vancouver indigna-
tion meeting, Mr. Templeton, said what
was altogether untrue when he asserted
that Victoria attempted to force ‘‘her un-

. for tunate malady” on Vancouver. In the
first place, Victoria has no ‘‘unfortunate
malady” peculiar to herself. The malady
he alluded to was in Vancouver before it
was in Victoria, and has been in the former
city ever since it was introduced.

What Victoria wants is the honest and
impartial enforcement of the law of the land
with respect to contagious diseases. She
asks no favors of Vancouver. She simply
-denies Vancouver’s right to close the door
.of the Dominion to her citizens, and to
those who sojourn within her borders.

We are quite sure. that sensible people
in Vancouver must see that it is most un-
reasonable that the Corporation of that
oity should arrogate to themselves the

- power to prevent persons from Victoria
landing on the Vancouver ‘dock for the pur-
pose of taking the cars for the East, pro-
vided those persons have complied with the
‘laws of the Dominion and the health
regulations of the Province of British
Columbia. No ome questions the
right of the oity. authorities of Van-
couver to exercise their power over
those who reside in the town, either tempor-
arily or permanently, but excgption is taken
to. their restrieting the liberty of those who
are not and do not intend to be under their
_jurisdiction. 4 =
{ To Victorians it does seem unfair and un-
reasonable that the corporation of Van-
couver, or of any other city on the great
routes of travel, ghould have the pewer to
put a stop to all traffic, both in goods and
passengers, We do not wish to say one
word in disparagement of the gentlemen
who form the corporation of Vancouver.
They are, doubtless, as regards intelligence
and ability, neither better nor worse than
the men who compose the corporations of

* cities of the same size, in other parts of the
continent. We do not think that they will

draw up regulations for the preservation of
the health, not only of their own city, but
of the Dominion, than were the men who
framed the Dominion Quarantine Regula-
tions, and the Health Regulations of the
Province. It is not to be j’nppo-ed, for one
moment, that they are competent to con-
demn, as imperfect and insufficient, the laws
and ‘regulations which men of learning,
medical skill and -wide experience have
drawn up for the preservation of the health
of mnot one town, or'one province,
but ‘of all the provinces and all. the
towns they contain. We put it
to themselves: would it not be most unrea-
sonable if the Corporation of Calgary were
jnvested with the power of putting & stop
to all traffic west of itself, and to drag
every passenger off the cars and to imprison
them for Jourteen days because they may
have caught the smallpox in Vancouver, or
by being in contact with passengers from
Vagcouver. This, absurd as it is, is pre-
_ isely the power which the Corporation of
Vancouver ‘claims that it" possesees; and

not profess to be learned in the law, but we | jectors, work on’
will undertake to say this, that if the Cor-
poration of Vancouver, or the corporation
of any other city, has the power to over-

ride the laws of the Dominion and the Pro-
vince, it is against the general good that it
shonld possess that power, and that the
sooner it is deprived of it the Bettersfor the
whole Dominion, including the city of Van-
couver itself.

BAD EXAMPLES.

The meeting held in Vanconver on Fri-
day evening was a very extraordinary one
from evely point of view. It wag con-
vened to express the indignation of the
citizens because a judge. of the Supreme
Court, in the exercise of his duty, found"
himself obliged to come to a decision which
was displeasing to them. This is certainly
not how good citizens should act. They
should respect both the law and the ad-
ministrators of the law. If a decision of &
Court is erroneous, there is gemerally a
peaceable and constitutional way of cor-
recting the mistake that has beefi. made;
and if there is not, & gdod citizen will sub-’
mit to what he believes to be an injustice
rather thani do anything or say anything
that is calculated to lessen men’s respect for
the law of the land and the judges of the
Courtg. ? '

We . were a t deal more than sur-
prised to find that among the foremost of the
denouncers of the judge and the defamers
of the citizens of Vancouver, was a Minister
of the Gospel. It is generally presumed
that s clergyman is intelligent, that he is
hw-abidhg, that he . is careful to
speak evil of no man, and that
he does what he can to preserve
peace and promote good feeling in
the community in which he labors.
If the Rev. Mr. Maxwell had been as intel-
ligent as he might be expected to be,
he would have seen'that the excitement in
Victoria ie exceedingly foolish. He would
have known that, as far as. danger from the
smallpox is concerned, the. resident of Vic-
toria is really ‘safer than the resident of
Vaucounver, and that Victoria now runs a
greater risk of getting smallpox from Van-
couver than Vancouver does from Victoria.
He would, if he had thought coolly over the
matter, have come to the cgnclusion that
the laws of the Dominion and of the province
are as good for Vancouver as they are for
Montreal, Toronto, Halifax, St. John and
the other cities of the Dominion. He wounld
have observed, too, that Nanaimo, which is
in constant’ communication with Victoria,
relying upon those laws alone, has been able
to keep itself clear of the smallpox.

If the reverend gentleman had been law-
abiding, he would have respected the de-
cision of the judge and counselled others to
respectit. HS, as a man of intelligence,
would have considered that he who knows
nothing of the law is not in a position
to ~ pronounce upon the = decision of
a judge ~who has made the law
the study of . his 'life time. It wonld
have oocurred to him that in condemning a
judge off-hand respecting the integpretation
and the bearing of a statute he was acting
both foolishly and. presumptuously.

If Mr. Maxwell had been a lover of peace
he would not only not have spoken evil of
dignitaries, but he would have made every
exertion to persuade the excited citizens.to
be calm and to refrain from making hasty
speeches and taking hasty action. Instead
of pursuing the course becoming a man of his
standing and profession he was the very
 first to make an inflammatory speech and to
do what he could to increase the foolish and
pernicious excitement that prevailed. We
trust that Mr. Maxwell will live long
enough to be heartily ashamed of the course
he pursued on Friday evening.'

That Mr. McLagan embraced the oppro-
tunity which the meeting afforded to blow
his own trumpet and to make a fool of him-
self generally, is not to be wondered at. He
is one of that rather numerous class who, in
ﬁmu of excitement, \act first and think
afterwards. His paper has, throughout the
whole of this unfortunate business, acted a
despicable part with regard to Victoria.
That paper has been the receptacle of every
lie that has been invented about the small-
pox in Victoria, and its editor has done all
in his power to injure this city from the be-
ginning of the outbreak. It is not sur-
prising, then, that Mr. McLagan did what
he could to extend and intensify the exist-
ing ill-feeling and to lower the judges of
the Supreme Court. in the estimation of
the people. As for the crowd, it acted
upon impulse, a8 crowds génerally do.
Those wh/o composed it did not think and
did not want to think. They will see by

they do, they will not have a very high
opinion of the clergyman and the editor
who encouraged and incited them to act fool-
ishly.

HONOR TOA WHOM HONOR 18 DUR.

It is claimed that the honor of initiating
ocean telegraphy belongs of right to Mr. F.
N. -Gisborne, F.R.C.8i° Mr. Gisborne
considered an ocean telegraph feasible be-
fore the idea was entertsined by Cyrus W.
Field. In 1847 Mr. Gisborne entered the
service of the Montreal Telegraph Company.
He was made superintendent of the Gov-
‘ernment lines at Halifax in 1849, While in
the Eastern Provinces he saw thdt tele-
graph communication with Newfoundland
was most desirable. He obtained a con-
struction charter from the Legislature of
' Newfouniland, and went to New York to
obtain the capital he required. = In Novem-
ber, 1852, he laid, under circumstances of
peculiar difficulty, a cable across the Straits
of - Northumberland, between Prince Ed-
ward Island and New Brunswick. ' This
cablet formed part of his Newfoundland
system. During the game year he
was employed  in - constructing a land
line on the I/dsnd of Newfoundland.

which it undertakes to exercise. We. do|Qwing to a disagreement with' the pro:
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and by how foolish they were and; when |
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not beaten. Hb made s journey ‘to New
York in the winter of 1853:54. Ii was
then he met Mr. Cyrus W. Field and his
brother Dudley. The latter returned with
Mr. Gisborne to St. John's, N. F., where
‘when the legislature was prevailed upon, by
representations by Mr. Gisborne, to cancel
the old charter and to grant a new one to
the new company, This was the New

| York, Newfoundland and London Telegraph

company, among whose members were
Moses Taylor, Marshall O. Roberts, Chand-
ler White, Cyrus W. Field, and Frederick
Norton Gisborne,  Mr. Gisborne was ap-
pointed engineer of the company, but he re-
signed the position in & very short time,
when it was filled by Mr. Matthew Field.
After a time Mr. Gisborne consented
to take charge of the company’s line once
more. - He finished the' line across New-
foundland to the satisfaction of the ocom-
pany. He afterwards went to England
with Mr. C. W. Field and Sir Edward
Archibald *“to secure privileges and assist-
ance for eastern extension, but on reaching’
London, becoming aware of Mr. Field’s
private negotiations with Mr. Brett, touch-
ing the trans-Atlantic scheme, he, for this
and other reasons, threw up his mission and
for a time 'abandoned- telegraphy alto-
gether.” | il

Sir Joseph Howe gave Mr. Gisborne
credit for the inception of the Atlantic tele-
graph “scheme.  In a letter to Mr. Gis-
borne he said: ‘I have reason to believe
that you were the first pioneer of the enter-
prise as well as the original promoter of
electric telegraphy in the Maritime Pro-
vinces.” . The Rev. Mr. Harvey, the histor-
ian of Newfoundland, and one of that
colony’s most distinguished literary men,
also bears testimony to the part which Mr.
Gisborne took in establishing ocean
telegraphy. ¥

EDITORIAL COMMENT.

THE Mayor of Vaneouver, when he comes
here from an *‘infected city,” would feel
surprised when he landed, after having
complied with the health laws both of the
Dominion and the Province, if he were
collared by a city constable and placed in
quarantine fourteen days.  Yet this is pre-
cisely how the Mayor of Victoria would be
treated if he ventured toland in Vancouver,
although Victoria is to-day, as far as danger
from smallpox is concerned, a safer city to
live in, by far, than Vancouver. .

SoME touchy people in Vancouver have
taken offence at some remarks which Mr.
Justice Crease is reported to have made in
Court a few days ago.  Those remarks were
reasonable and coffciliatory, and when read
by unprejudiced and unexcited persons,
perfectly inoffensive. The learned judge is,
when on the bench, as well as everywhere
else, particularly urbane and courteous.
Even when the occasion calls for
sternness and severity, he evidently finds it
very difficult to be’stern and severe, and in
the case under consideration he was par-
ticularly’ mild and kindly in his.remarks.
The word *‘insects,” about which so much
is said, was not used in anything like a
reproachful sense, and there is surely noth-
ing very wrong in saying that Victoria and
Vancouver, when compared with the great
cities of the world, must be ~considered as
villages.

THE MANITOBA ELECTION.

As we expected the Government of Mani-

.| toba has been sustained. The indications

have for some time back pointed to this
result. But the victory of ‘the Government
has not been so complete as Mr. Greenway’s
supporfers expected. A majority of eight in
a House of forty is enough perhaps to work
with, but the Government that depends apon
it to carry them through will have to be very
careful. They cannot afford to play many
pranks. A defection of three or four will
bring about a deadlock. If half that the
Free Press has said about Mr. Greenway and
his supporters is true they will stand a good
deal of watching, and it is just'as well that
they should feel their tenure of power to be
uncertain. Mr, Greenway, if we do not mis-
take, expected a much larger majority. Some
pof his'friends believed that he'would sweep
the country. But the result of *the election
shows that he is not personally popular and
that his Government was supported rather
b it is supposed to. agree with the
majority of the people om the school ques-
tion than that they have confidence in them
as administrators.

4 GOOD MOVE.

The City Council deserves great credit
for having had the courage to go on vigor-
ously with the work of draining the city.
The'sewers are a necessity, They are
wanted now and will always be wanted.
The city cannot afford to do without them.
The Council therefore acted wisely in going
on with the work of constructing the sewers
without & break. - The sewer system will be
worth to the city every dollar expended
npon it. Victoria well drained will be
worth millions of dollars more than Vie-
toria - undrained or imperfectly drained.
This city is intended by nature to bea
health resort for the inhabitants of the hotter
and colder parts of the continent. But it
can never be a health resort until the very
first condition of the preservation of health
is attended to and complied with. Without
cleanliness there can be mo assurance of
good health, and good dralns and plenty of
them are absolutely necessary to make a clean
city and to keep it clean. If the authori-
ties want to attract people who have money
6 Victoria they must drain the city. We
believe, simply as a business undertaking,
the sewers - will yield a splendid return on
every dollar invested in them.

: Ice Cream Fx/'emn, at Weiler Bros.
: \
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way in which judicial decisions, unpaiata-
ble to the inhabitants of the two cities, were
received in each. Victorians are not pleas-
ed with the decision of Judge McCreight.
They think it unreasonable and unfair that,
after they have complied with all that the
Iaws of the Dominion and the Province re
quire, they are denied access to the conti-
nent: by the Corporation of Vancouver.
Many of them believe it to be ofitrageous
that the suthorities of that city should ar-
rogate to themselves the power - to
forbid what the laws of both the
Dominion ~ and the Province allow.
But, * although they think that the
judge has made a mistake, they do not say
of him one disrespectful word. They know
that honest judges have made mistakes be-
fore now, and will again, and they, there-
fore, refrain from even giving a mild expres-
sion to their disappointment.

The decision of Mr. Justice Crease is re-
ceived very differently in Vancouver. Be-
cause the Vancouverites did not like that
decision they became excited and abused
the judge roundly. They did not hesitate
to declare that the judgment was unsound.
They even held a meeting and *““resoluted ”
in the strongest way. A clergyman de-
nounced the judge on Friday, and preachers
preached against him on Sunday. We ven-
ture to say that neither the denunciator

nor the preacher could give an intelligent
statement of the points on which the judge

based his decision. We~ would not be sur-
prised to learn that they had not read the
law or-heard a single argument of counsel
on either side. = Yet, unfit as they ought to
have known they were, they undertook to
pronounce upon the soundness and the jus-
tice of the decision. Men who wish to be
considered- intelligent, too, chose to mis-
interpret innoffensive remarks made by the
learned judge and to attach a meaning to
words that he used which they could not
by any stretch of ingenuity be made to
bear. :
In Victoria, Judgé McCreight’s decision
was . received with respectful silence, in
Vancouver Mr. Justice Crease’s judgment
was hailed with fierce abuse and senseless
execrations. }

i

THY SHAM QUARANTINE.

From information that reaches us from
various quarters we are forced to the con-
clusion that the so-called quarantine, m
Vancouver, is a complete sham. The isola-
tion is very far from being complete.
In fact, if any of the imprisoned men haye
the smallpox they wonld be just as likely to
spread it through the city in the so-called
quarantine as if they were atlarge. This is
what one of the prisoners writes to’ a gen-
tleman in this city :

¢Is it not surprising that, in a civilized
country, with mgpoeed educated officials,
there could possibly exist such an absurd
and most ridiculous state of affairsaswehave
in this supposed quarantine. As for the pur-
poses of quarantine itissimply ni/—officials,
workmen and bo§l' come in amongst us, and
go out at will. Friends come and gossi
over the rails, and the vulgar crowd s
and gaze at us, and at this unique mwenege-
rie. If it were carrying out the law instead
of enacting a cruel  farce, I should cheer-
fully submit, notwithstanding the discom-
forts and daily damage to’ one’s business,
but as matters are there is not much fun in
it. I am writing this to give you an idea of
the place.” ;

— e L 4

IMPUDENT UNTRUTHFULNESS.

We do nop think thatthere could be
found on this continent a more shameleasly
and maliciously untruthful newspaper than
the Vancouver World. It hasasserted and re-
asserted that the smallpox was prevalent in
this city early in June, and that its news-
papers had enfered into a oconspiracy to
suppress all information relative to its pre-
valenoe.

It -depends for proof of its statements on
& letter written by “a well-known lady re-
siding in Victoria,” on the 3rd of Junelast.
'{{.‘hn.t lady informed the World ‘‘that the
smallpox is prevaleat in Victoria to quite an
alarming extent,” and, like a wise woman,
she referred the editor *‘ to Dr. Milne, our
health officer, who can tell you more about
ths loathsome disease.” The editor of
the World did not take this good advice.
He repeated the gossip of Victoria as) if it
were the undeniable truth, without even at-
tempting to get reliable information from
the proper source.

This was bad enough, but the editor of
the World did worse than this. Seeing the
letter in the World and the editorial com-
ments on it, we .applied to Dr. Milne for
the information which the editor evident-
ly, did not want. This is Dr. Milne’s
reply: .

To TaE Eprror—Sir : - In reply to your
enquiries in reference to the numberof cases
of smallpex, I have to say that there have
been only two cases in the city, and of a
very mild character. They are quarantined
and the patients are now almost ,recovered.

I am, yours resgecﬁfumy,

Health Qfficer.

Victoria, B. €., June 6, 1892.

‘The World not only did not reproduce
this letter, but took no notice of it, what-
ever. It cannot be said with any app{oaéh
to.truth that a city in which there are only
two smallpox cases, the disease is prevalent
““4o quite an glarming extent,” so that any
repetition of the gossip contained “in  the
private letter, in-the face of Dr. Milne’s let-
ter could be’ regarded in no other light
than & deliberate and malicious lie. The
World did repeat the report of the preva-
lence of the smallpox in Victoria, and pub-
lished anonymous letters in which the false-
hood was repeated. . This caused usagain to
apply to the Health Officer for information,
and he wrote us a second letter, of which
the following is a copy:

: To THE EDITOR:—In ahswer again to
your enquiries concerning the cases'of small-

E:x, in this city, I have to say that there
ve been only the twe cases—those I re-

'be liberated ;lg; the end of this week.

As

Victoris, June 15, 1892.

The World had the grace to take some
notice of thissecond letter. It did, however,
not -acknowledge its error, but tensciously
‘held on to its lie'snd has been repeating it
at intervals ever since. The last time it
was produced was on Saturday, when the
Iady’s letter, which was twice shown to
contain_ false statements by the health offi-
cer of the city, was paraded in black type.
We would be very sorry to hint that the
lady wrote what she believed to be false.
We do not think that she did. She simply

repeated the exaggerated stories that she

had heard, very properly referring the edi-
tor for confirmation or denial of them to the
health officer of the city of Victoria. That
official, as we have seen, proved them to be
untrue. Still so untruthful and so malig-
nant was the editor of the World that he
has ignored the health officer’s - letters, and
kept on repeating what he knew to be an
outrageous ‘falsehood in his_ paper and on
the platform. :

Other newspapers obtaining  their
information from the World have re-
proached  ‘the' civic -authorities of Vie-
togia with having allowed the smallpox
to spread from the cases—one of which, it
is said, was not smallpox at all—that were
known to be here in the imiddle of  June.
Those cases were well taken care of, and
when the patients’ were discharged con-
valescent, there was not a single case of
smallpox in Viectoria. The city remained
in that happy condition for some weeks.

There was no conspiracy on the part of
the newspapers to suppress information
with regard to the smpdlpox. The news-
papers in Yictoria did precisely what the
newspapers of Seattle have done. In the
latter city there were one or two cases, but
no fuss wagmade about them. ' This was,
we eontend, the proper course to pursue.
Where the Victoria authorities made a mis-
take was when the city was clear of the
disease not to quarantine Vancouver. If
they had taken the precautions with re-
spect to Vancouver which the law authorizes

‘| and directs, the chances are a hundred to

one that there would have been no outbreak

~{ here in July. Be this as it may, there can,

as our readers see, be no possible excuse for
the World repeating reports which, almost
as soon as they were raised, were proved
by the best evidence that could be adduced,
to be false.

~ And thisis only one of the falsehoods
which the World has circulated about Vic-
toria. It invented the Phra Nang lieand a
hundred other fabrications and misrepre-
sentations, showing that it was determined,
by the use of the meanest devices, te do all
the harm it could fo Victoria.

OUR VISITORS.

The Mayor of Vgnconéer and his fellow-
officials were, we hope, pleased with their
visit to Victoria. They must have found a
very different spirit prevailing among the
people here from that which actuates a large
proportion of their fellow-citizens at home.
They have seen, too, that Victoria %is not

in Vanecouver describe it to be. We trust
that they realize that it is really safer to
walk the streets of this city and to live in
it than it is just now to wander about
Vancouver and to reside within its bound-
aries. It ‘is to be hoped, by
the way, that ~the Realth _author-
itiesn of that city will mnot see
it to be their duty to put in force the quar-
antine regulation in their case. The plea-
sure of their visit to Victoria will be spoiled
if they have togay so heavy a price for it
as fourteen days’ imprisonment in that ele-

- | gant and commodious place of sojourn; the

Vancouver quarantine station. And yet we
cannot see how they are to be exempted.
They have been in Victoria, and until they
have been disinfected they are corrupted by
the taint which the Vancouver city law de-

toria carries about with him, and which
cannot be got rid of * without four-
teen days’ imprisonment in the quarantine
station. They must see that the law can
make no exceptions, and that if the quaran-
tine is raised in their case it will be absurd-
ly unjust to enforce it in anyone else’s.

The Mayor and his friends, too, will, we
hope, take home with them a good report
of Mr. JusticegCrease. ‘They will be” able
to assure those' meek and lowly Christians,
the reverends Maxwell and Pedley, that his

lieved him to be, but is as soft-spoken and aa
mild-mannered a gentleman as ever saton
the Judges’ Bench. 5 ¥

NEIGHBORLY.

New Westminster has, weare glad to see,
recovered from itsfit of nervousness. Its
authorities see mnow _thaj non-intercourse
with Victoria was an extreme measure, the
continuance of which is not justified by the
circumstances. The attitude of Nanaimo
bas, it is probable, something ‘to do with
the step just taken by New, Westminster.
It is seen that althongh Nanaimo bad not
issued a decree of nonm-intercourse against
Victoria it has, so far, completely escaped a
visitation of the smallpox, and it is proba-
ble that the city authorities of the Royal
City came to the' conclusion that the regu-
ldtions which were effective in keeping the
smallpox out of Nanaimo would bgr equally
effective if adopted by Westminst As
the corporation of the latter city had only
the preservation of the .public health in
view, they lost no time in doing away with'
the quarantine regulation which is vexatious
fand annoying without being of any real
benefit to their city. g
The citizens of Westminster have not ex-
hibited that spirit of ill-will towards Vic-

the plague-stricken city which the howlers’

clares that every one who has visited Vie- |

Lordship is not the Jefferies which they be- |

toria . that has been but too apparent in
Vancouver. They, theréfore, at the earliest
moment which they considered prudent re-
opened intercourse with this city. In doing
this they have, we see, incurred the dis-
pleasure of their bad-tempeved neighbor,
which threatens to sshut its door against
them, too. The threat is an idle one. The
preservation of Vancouver’s health does not
now, and never did, justify her declaring
non-intercourse with Victoria ; and her busi-
ness interests have saffered from the adop-
vion of a policy of exclusion. For Vancouver
to include Westminster in the decree of non-
intercourse will be cutting off her nose to
spite her tage. If her City Council sets
about stamping ont the smallpox within her
own borders intelligently and with a will,
she will find quite enough to do without
wasting her stremgth in worrying her
neighbors. There is no fear of Westminster
being punished. for her spontaneous act of
friendliness jto Victoria. Her authorities
have acted with good sense and good feel-
ing, and we are very greatly mistaken if
they will have canse to repent doing what
was both right and neighborly.

CONTEMPTUQUS RADICALS.

It is greatly to be feared that the Colon-
ies will not be benefitted by the change of
Government, which must soon take place in
Great Britain.  The Liberal Conservatives
always favored the Colonies, while the
Liberals, particularly of late years, hated
and despised tHem. The radical politicians
looked upon the colomies'as a burden, and
evidently wanted to get rid of them. They
believed that Great Britain would be richdr
and more powerful without colohies than
with them. = Mr. Labouchere is a specimen
of the colony-hating English politician, and
he may be considered as voicing the opinions
of the section of the Liberal party to which
he belongs. = A little more than a year ago
Mr. Labouchere, in his paper Truth, spoke
of Great Britain’s colonial empire in the fol-
lowing contermptnous way :

“What I want to know.—Is England
the better for her colonies? Not a single
brass farthing. On the contrary, she would
be infinitely richer; infinitely, superinfin-
itely, more respectable, more respected,
n.mi, beyond gll comparison, more powerful
without them. Why, the only one of the
colonies she has had that is a feather in her
cap is the United States of America. This
independent colony, b it is independ
ent, and great, and powerful, and progres-
sive, really is a credit to the mother coun-
try. But, as for the others, I don’t see that
we get much credit out of them while they
remain in a state of impotent (and perpet-
unally squalling) babyhood, and if we get no
credit out of them, I am sure we get no
cash. On the contrary, we are always be-
ing compelled to. put our hands in our

kets on account of these British bant-
ings, who will never be anything else but
bantlings and ne’er-do-wells, till they learn
to set up for themselves and run on their
own legs.” 7

Mr. Labouchere has been elected to Par-
liament, and as he is an_influential member
of Mr. Gladstone’s party it is more than
probable that he will soon be a Cabinet
Minister. What have the colonies to ex-
pect from men who hold the views respect-
ing them that Mr. Labouchere, with such

graph that we have quoted? Nofhing but
snubbing and neglect. Lord Salisbury and
his/Government hold the colonies in high
esteem, and are always Qeady to take their
part and do what they can for them. But
the indications are that it will be very

ernment.
Very different, indeed, from Mr.
Labouchere’s sweeping denunciation of the

Salisbury’s Solicitor - General, utterance
with respect to the claim of supremacy over
the waters of Behring Sea preferred by the
United States. This is what that accom-
plished Iawyer and statesman said ‘at Ber-
mondsey in May last :

*There is no sea in the world where
British ships may not sail. Wherever the
%pen sea ebbs and flows the flag of Great

riton may wave over her sailors. For re-
fusing to recognize the contention of the
United States that any sea could be closed
to British ships Lord Salisbury merits the
.admiration of all loyal Englishmen.”

We are not surprised that Sir Edward
Clarke’s English aundience cheered him en-
thusiostically when he uttered these words :
¢ Englishmen still sing, ¢Brittania Rules
the Waves,”” as if they believed it. But
Labouchere and his school are all so differ-
ent from Englishmen that it is hard to rea-
lize that they belong to the Anglo Saxon
race.

——————————

THE MERCHANTS CONGRESS.

A long notice of the discussion on Sir
Charles Tupper’ s preferential duties reso-
Jution appears in “The Colonies ” article of
the n Times. The leanings of the writer
are conspicuously on the side of free trade,

and he writes of the great wheat-producing
areas of the Dominion intelligently. After
giving a clearyand tolerably fair exposition
of the views(and arguments of the Do-
minion’s High Commissioner, the writer
goes on to say :

The discussion of the whole subject was
unfettered and ample ; batteries of statis-
tics were brought into play, and sentiment
was freely poured out on the meeting. But
this representative assembly of 'men having
the greatest interest in the commerce of the
Empire left 1o room for doubt as to its
mind. By a majority which must be re-
garded as crushing, the congress decided in
avor of free trade as the only basis on
which commercial relations can be estab-
lished between England: and the colonies.
On the other side, the colonies are told te
try free trade with the Mother Counntry as
against the rest of the world, and the
colonies answer, “No, follow our example
and goin for protection.” Neither side is

culty, one way or the other, seems quite out
of sight, and, therefore, if Imperial Federa-
tion is to be accomplished soon, it will’ not
be upon commerce as & basis. It may be
said that the result aimed at is of such vast
moment that the Mother Country might at
least make the experiment in the direction
desired by the colonies. But there is
hatdly room for experiment here. The ‘e.

confident flippancy, expresses in the para-{-

colonies, was Sir Edward Clarke’s, Lord |*

but he evidently understands the subject, |in

disposed' to move: the solution of the diffi- |ish

e,

lief is too widely entertained that
: th

enormous increase of our commerce has bee:
in the main due to the fact that En. land is
& vast free port. If we gave up tgis posi-
tion, if we tried protection for, 8ay, ten
{eo.u. we might find out our mistake when
t was too late, when our trade had been
diverted in other directions in which pro-
fective resistance was least. On the other
hand, free traders urge the colonies to try
their plan, and see what would be the re.

sult with universal free trade throughout the

Empire. If it did no

ooln!::iel revert to theti:n&zeri):ll;:; le'tl'tf:;
would be'none the worse for the experi-
ment. Although one or two representative
colonists were in favor of the policy, there
is no doubt that colonial feeling is wedded
to protectionism. The truth is that, as has
been frequently pointed out, the two parties
to this question are in totally different po-
gitions ; one has réached the top of the
mountain, the other is toiling up the lower
slopes ; the aims and prospects of the two
appear te have little in common,

The vote does mot appear to us to be
nearly so ““ crushing ” as it does to the free
trade writer of the Times. The minority
was large enongh, to be respectable, which
is much more than many English free
traders expected and some protectionist
Colonists hoped. When the strength and
extent of the feeling in favor of unlimited
free trade in Great Britain are considered,
and “the contemptuous way in which the
advocates of free trade have been treated by
the men who imagined that they had on
their side the whole of the intelligence and
business ability of the Three Kingdoms, it
was feared that a proposal ever so slightly
in favor of protection would be as nearly
hooted out of the Congress as good taste
and good manners would permit. But this
was very far from being the case. The
arguments in favor of preferential duties
were attentively and respectfully heard
and replied to fully, courteously and tem-
perately.  Although the great majority
of British Chambers of Commerce were op.
posed to Sir Charles Tupper’s scheme, the
vote being 7 to 35, a good majority of Co-
lonial Chambers favored the preferential
tariff. This is how the Colonial Chambers
voted :

Agaipst.

Total Colenial vote.........26

Considering that the subject has only
ust been mootedy and that the business
men of the Empire have had very little time
to think it over and discuss it, we are, in
fact, a little surprised to see so many vot-
ing in favor of preferential trade. We are
quite sure that when Sir Charles Tupper’s
proposition is better understood the oppo-
sition to it will'be much weaker not only
in Australasia, but in Great Britain itself.
Movements like this take time to grow.
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NOTICE

Notioce is hereby given that the Okell & Mor-

ris Fruit Preser Company, Limited Lia-

ted with the Minister of

n and dcts'sc‘x;lpmon

proposed to be con-

structed by-the said com upon the front

or foreshore of Lot 12, Block L., Harbour Es-

in the Province of Brit-

lumbia, and that a duplicate of such plan

and description has also been filed in the office

of the Re General of Titles at Yictoria

d. and that the said Company has ap-

od to the Governor-in-Council for approval

b n accordance wg Lheiproxésxg?;tgf

hapter 92. section 5 an lidat Z

:?J"\fl?m& o 18Ds:.t.ed at Vioctoria this 6th day
BELYEA & GREGORY,

Saqlicitors for the Okell & Morris Fruit Pre-

Gompecy, m
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