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THE NEW CLUB.

\We are very much pleased to see that the
Wrades and Labor Club is' now well under
way.. The inatitution is one of which those
wlo contributed towards its establishment
may well feel proud.  The:' rooms.are well
lighted, neatly furnished and in every way
adapted to the purposes for which they are
intended.. .The workingmen of Victoria
have now a club of their own in which they
can -spend part . of - their leisure time
pledsantly and agreeably. . There is no one
%0 p tronise then; no oneto find fault, and
no ueedless or “vexatious'restrictions. The
froguenter of the Club may ‘be as much at
hi- ease in it as in his own
hone. :In fact. the rooms are .his.
Tt .s to be hoped that ‘the woi:kmgmon of
ths ¢ity will avail themselves of ‘the advan.
taze~s afforded them by ‘this’ Club: * Those
ol antages are many and, by no means; un-
importunt.” To have a comfortable place of
#heir 0.7 in which they can read the news-
papers, smoke their pipes and play friendly
games of blllmrdl. chess, draughts or cards,
will-be a ‘very great blessing to homeless
wet; young and old, ahd & comfort and ‘con-
veniénce to many who' have homes. " We
-earnestly hope that the men will give the
new Club & fair trial, and that their wives
and daughters, sisters and sweethearts will
#ake a lively interest in it, and feel a pride
in wmaking: it pretty and home-like. This
théy can do in many ways.. It 'is their in-
Herest to helpon this good work, for they
must benefit by anything tbat helps to ele-
vate and refine the men. That the Tndes
and Labor Club. will have this. effect upon
$hose who take all the good out of it that
it is capuble of yielding, we are firmly con--
‘vinced, ‘It is & ‘good institution lnd it
wught to flourish.

NEW UNIONISM.

Is the workingman te have no rightsexcept
#hose which are accorded to him by, the labor-
wnious? It would appear not... Join the nn-
jon or starve scems in-these-days- to be the
ultimatum-of the New Unions.« With them
there is no such thing as free labor.” - When
Ahey hsn their way and they are sble. to
earry out their system, no wotklngnun of
any Innd unless he belongs to ; union, sub_
mits to its rules; and obeys its. orders, will
be allowed the uppnrmmv -of -earning hi-
living. The paumuni the New Ubionism
are fearfully severe. The'chief punishinent
is starvation, both  of the oﬂ'ender himselt
and his wife and ibnocent: ohlldren, if he is
') unfon\mate as te he a mntned man. The
mext is disgrace. Not only will the man who
refuses to.join the tnion - be. unblo to get
employment, but he is a-macked man. A
decree of m-|mu “is” promulgated'|
against him. He umi all be to him} "

%00 degraded to M% 'nut*p-ople of
their own nhu. To starve. a ‘uan, . to
affix a stigma to. bim, and: to make
him a vagabond and & weanderer on the face
of the earth is 3. punishment terrible in its

flicted on a workingman ‘by workingmen,
and for what? For mfnnng to join a labor
eombination, or dmbn-ymg the orders of
such a combination.  This is not an oﬂ'enoe
against either the laws of God or the laws
of nuun, yet the penalty attached to it is more.
severe and harder to bear than any which
the law inflicts.  The critne which the New
Unionists: “Huve ma.nnfwimed is one thut
Ahe best man bhut bl‘e&h the world's bread
~may at some time ﬂnd it his duty to com-
~wmit, o
What wmﬂd be t.honght of tha Lemsla-
wture"which would make some ~act, that is
mow gonsidered innocent; a érime, and pun-
ish not mly ‘the man who committed it, but
all who are dependnnt on him? Sucha
Lrgislature would be axecmted'.l\y all lovers
of justice and fair play, and the. people— |
workingwent among the foremost— would
hasten to deprive those who composed it of |-
the power which they had "ouiod 8 ‘terri
ibly."" ‘The unjust and opprosmve law wou! d
We  torn from the statute book and
$he men who 1nade it would -consider them-
‘selves lucky, if they escoped the vengeu_noé
of the indignant pipnlace. = Yet, in what |

respect would sich'a law ‘differ from thel:

ordinances of the New Unien? Itisnots
crime to refrain from joining a labor orgun-
ization ; there is nothing morally wrong in
disobeying an order which a man believes|
to be contrary to justiceand -to the inter-
ests of himself and the class to whwh h-
belongs. Yet'the New Union leaves a man
mo choice. He must join the’ Union and he
must obey ita rules, or he will be proohlmed
give him work. Can a man who is nn@u
such.a.rale as this be said to be free? What
woatik be the coudition of - the workingmen.
in a:comimunity in which this New Uuiop-
ism prevailed?  Not one of them' wonld'be
free. - The Unions would own them all’; and
would the workingmen find in 'the Uniom
-easy masters ?

This is one view of the case.. But there
is apother. - Not only would the New Un:
jon'sm bind the workingman: hasd and
foot and punish him with the  greutest se-
verity if he dured to disregard its behests,
but it wou'd create a fierce antagonism - be-
#ween capital and labor. . This is not mere
$heory. - We: have seen what it has done in
Australia;  (There it dictated tothecapital-
ists whom they should employ' and ou what
serma. - They dare not give work to mon-
urion men op pain of sirikes and boycotts,
and annoy nces and losses of muny kinds.
They were required to give the Union their
reasons for discharging & member of the
Union. ' The capitalists and emplayers gen-
enlly:eimrl to submit to this dictation
and then there was war to the knife.
This is the inevitable tendency of :the New
Unionism ‘which would compel ‘all working-

men to belong to unions; and which wiil
n_ot,,perm it employers. to.employ. non-union.| ..

men. 1. makes enemiea for itself both |
umong workm wme bonnd to re-
main freé, a ongelpitﬂish who will

not submit -to dictation. . This it-has done
in Great Bnmn and in Anstralia. ; There
are now strong combinationsof employers in
thos= countries, and there are indications
that aimilar combinations are bemg fanned
in the United States: ;

The New Unionism will not, we are qmte
sure, promote the cause of labor.” Tts

"The ooerood working ‘men will make mem-
bers who areé not'to be dep=nded apon in &
time of stress and trial, and_ the'’ empleyers
will resist coercion by:. q:nnbmstmn and by
all other means within their power. .
reﬂectingr«derwillmthnt there are in
the New Unionsystem elements of weaknass,
and'hie will be safe’ in pndiotmg that its
career will be ihm-t ;

W do not see s why workingmen should be
‘ready
combinations have become -strong. = They
‘have grown to tho,ir present importance by
voluntary organization. - ‘Men were free to
join ‘the Unions and free to remuin out of
them. Tho Unions  baing ooﬂwod of

numancnlly Is not the law of freedom as
effective now as it was ten years ago? The
old way is no doubt the better way.. . Free-
‘dommakes friends, but ocoercion creates
enemies, - : i

A SPOILED CAUSE.

The Irish Home Rulers appéar to be get-
ting more and more demoralized. They are
fighting and squabbling in the most dis:
graceful manner. Rows are frequent, and
bad language seems to be the only kind
used. - Men who are supposed to be -gentle-
men - cannot refrain from assaulting each
other., The spectacle ‘which Ireland . pre-
sents is one that must disgust the law-abid-
ing and intelligent British voters. We are
not surprised too seé that English Home
Rulers, whose hopes were high a few
months ago, despur of the success of the
.ctuse they had-adopted as their, own. The
Irish agitators, with a fewhonorable excep-
tions, seem to be determined to doall they
can ‘to'provg\ that those who declared thm

. The,

%o uban onﬂlemumby ~which their |

volnnteen were strong monlly as ‘well as’

COMPARA :zwz' mmu.mp;(w
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genenlb! iconsidered well:informed: take
npon themselves to pronounce upon matters
about whmhﬁney know little or mnothing.
1 of more than ordinary
intelligenéé were asked’ which ‘is the most
intelligent of the provinces‘of the Dominion
he would hesitate before answering, and we
‘are not certain: that his decision would,
satisfy even himself., If tbe were requircd
to say which is: the least intelligent he
fwould at once reply ‘‘Quebec.” But the

glr::ft :veapt:n is co:;Pulnan and it phau 1; Yok Dosly Nnvu K e
worki wnd i of empioyers. cide upon the comparative intelligente of

the provinces.of the Dominion. It declares

room for doubt, that  Ontario and Queboc'
are the ‘most inlelligent  portions of the
‘Dominion. . Is this because ‘they are the
largest?. ',l?nodby this test, Russia is the
most, intelligent nation of Earope.  But
neither  big eountrieu nor big prcvmeet
neeeuuily pmdwe big minds.

" The guess of the Daily News_shows very
clearly that there'is at least one member of
its editorial staff who knows very little

about Canada. No. English- speaking Cana-
dian would class. Quebec,.among the miost.
intelligent: porm” .of ~ the Dominion ;
neither, notwithstanding his tace ﬁmhli-

French Canadian. . He might claim that ‘his
oompn.bnoh were the most virtuous and the
most devout inhabitants of the Dominion,
but the most mfolllgenu ? No.  Although

vm.‘,-

at once and positively, as if there was no

ties, would any intelligent liberal-minded

eewgimad{ If blse ;wo bishs' wefe pass.diby|
o e

[develdpment gﬂp}l,bu guickeped or ‘iinproved
| by-feverish agi oy - sulk--tolls-of-uny

auythmg to hide he made no attempt at

- O0-Dy

ding of
end sought by the Legiilpwn in’ g,rnntmg
t;he charters.’ i

4 HE4 VY TAX.

. Some figures in the S&n Francisco Exam-
mar of the 25th inst. show that the duty
on coal is, in California at any rate, not pro-
tective, but a tax om.consumption which
many on the Pacific’ coast must find to be
not & littie burdensome,  The total amount
of Goal mined dn the Pacifi¢ coast south of
the boundary line i is 1,179903 tons. . Much
of this is very poor | atuff, indeed. San Fran-
Gcisco alone consnmes 1,351,937. So this one
city consumes 200,000  tous - more than is
prodnced by all the United States Pacific
coast mines. - The coal consumption in the
‘coast States is eouuddmb)y over three
'millions of tons, so bhnt they were obliged
to import more than Half the coal they ased,
nndhod‘hptylome $700,000 for the privil-
* Now as coal is one of the prime neces:
m-"lu of life, and a raw mnterul ‘of ‘most
mb.pufa.vtnreo, there is no ou'thly Teason’
why our ‘meighbors should ' place this
burden .. upon themselves. The
coal they . must  ; have; wherever
it comes from, and whatever price they are
éompelled to pay for if.  They were forced
to get their coal from mapy parts -of the
world, and to pay heavily for it. .+ The con-
sumers paid the' ‘coal * duty.” There can-be’
uo que-tion about that.. Besides, many

there are many well informed people in
Qnabec, and although ité educated class is
ot in any respect inferior o that of any

| of the other prcvmcea, the proportion of

those who .can’ be. called  intelligent is
smaller in Quebec than in any other part of
Canada. The n:mber of ‘persons who ‘can
neither read nor write is, iu  proportion to
the population, quite large in Quebec. In
the other . provinces we should say that
there are as few illitérates, B8 are to be
found:in wmmuﬁxtie- of the nme size, in
unypartofthomzmnt.oi.c\menos. It is
difficult to say which is the most intelligent
of the English-: spuhng provinces. The Mari-

time Provinces are,as regards th- wfalhgence
of their ichabitants pretty: much in the
same condition‘as is Ontario. ' The elemetits
 of the populatlon of both sections of  the
Dominion are, as near as may  be, alike.

-Eng!ish, Irish  &nd Scotch immigraots and

the Irish are'not fit to_ govern th lyes
were right." 1t-was puerile in Mr. Parnell,
for mere bravado, accepting Healy’s chal-
Jenge to contest -the city of ‘Cork when
ag election ' ‘was. not regni:od, but it
wul; great deal worse than ‘pucrile, after
hgvmg taken up the gauntlet, to evade the
contest.  Parpell ‘appears  to be losing
.ground every day. The Irish people are
Mgimnng to see that he is neéither the
~tatesman nor the hero which they imagined
'htmtobs, but thgt their ldql of & few

the wbule’ Imh bv.umoas is ina complete
mmidfe, and; the, worst: of it i is, there is'mo
one ta blame for the lmhnppy state of things:
but the Iruh agitators ,themselvm

? ——————

NOT DIABOI/IG.

‘The Times, ot' yunmhy, payl the Oppo-
sition;-or-itself, & rather equiweal compli-
ment. Gommenting on_our article on the
estimates and “* anticipating an Opposition
onal&ught," it finds fault thh nlfor meet-
ing *the devil'more thun half way.” -We
did not: think . that. our. contemporary had
80 had an opinion of itself or of the party of
which it is the organ.. . Were ally do think
(it does itself an ipjustice: Wenever saw
anything diabolic about it or themen for
whom. it speak-, and, consequently, never
fe't the slightest apprehension when we
went out to meet them, no m-tter how far

yelmiso go.

. The article in. which our contem-
~pm'ury boasts of its Satanic qual-
dties shows that our estimate of it

4s ‘the true ome. It is “as meek as
Monea.” There is not_ the very faintest
trace of brimstone in its enmpmmnn If-
the s+ devil,” with which it threutens the
Governnient, is not. fiercer than his organ
Wno'une need be afraid to meet him and
shuke hands with him every day in the

‘week.

\The Opposition organ had to. uywma
thing against the estimates.
pasawithout a little sulphurous criticism its
friends would begin:to thivk  that, its. use-

really anything tamer and more perfunctory
‘thaf our” ummmponry‘- comments it is
diffioult to idiadine. Ty would ‘1iof take a
‘great deal of mgenmty to showth
ates agdinst p);jo‘l\ s0 little can, be said by
the: Qpposition:org:n must be very. gkﬂfnlly
drawn up, and well’: calculated  to.meet the
requirements of all parts: of the' provinee.
Tndeed, we must dongruhhte our “contem-

porary on having the good sense not. to
complain of oxpendlmro which it knows
that the province needs, - If it had gone
just @ litble further and frankly approved of
the financial . policy. of . the »Gavernment,
whigh it capnot 'find fauls with, /it would
have won fr itself the credit of having the |
d scernment to perceive something good in
the Goyernment’s policy, and of having the
candor and the independence to openly
recognize -it. | But thut, perhaps, would
be expecting too much. . Bad habits are not
easily ‘corrected and reforms are: seldom
pade n'a day.  Our eomemponri has
madé & good beinning and we bope that it
will go on unproving If it is never more
“devilish” than it was yesterday the good
people of thu mty-mll. give some one credit
iot hnvmg-wnrkcd»n wiracle.

e
D. Driscoll 4nd J. Cavin Mave been

sworn in as police officers.

£ it Jet them:

falnessds an ‘orgafi had  departed. But|

Ahat eatim-

their descendants, togeth
ture of the descendants of the loynum,
form the staple of the population of Ontario
and 'of New Brmumck, No Sootuand
Privce Edwird Island,  In the Maritime
Proyinc: s there are a coosidersble number
of French ,Acadinnq, who are bala.noed by the
French Canadians who have | suttleil i
Ontério. - As to which' is the more intelli-
gent, m.n for ‘man, the population of
Ontano or that: of ;hg Mmtxme vamges,
itis very d;ﬁoulb,

ths ago is composed. of ‘wery common “hhys
clay. But the man lwx uh?nnull g thel ;..m Daited udoem’tnood =
place . has nob yeb appearance. B " Las it needed 'thgg ' Tx duesn’t want iv,
None afthsaglhtonmm to: bl ondawed jcom 31 to sal ry y the: pnrpo;uqf macgggr:mbk
w;th the’ @nl{tm which a luderfot ‘mien to|eastrh  provinces, mew oummtminu. ‘part o p-ople, us it wun'e i
b¢ iocessfal, must possess. ' The' truu,’,g,' Consﬂ]uemly, u. «xnnpgg:_' my amall pro- S:‘h::’:i:* ”g::l people are who'ﬂ! ingdiffer

portion of yhou ?oa 8, 860 Niax
‘tizes. ‘The i:ulk of thepop‘hhtl s formed
of immigrauts  from - the  older prov-
inces, and from; the mothers country. - The |
ifvmigrants ftomMrn Qanadaareinintel-
ligence; above the average: of their fellow-

countrymen, and quite a large proportion
‘of those from the Bntuh Islands are men of
education. It seems to us t]ut the sverage'
of intelligence is highe.r in’the western
provinces and territories than in Eastern
Canada. We may be mistaken. but that is
'the conclusion o which ‘qur observatiuns
have led us.. - But, whether we are right or
not, all who know anyihing of Canada: will
‘admit;that ib i8 not an easy matter to decide.
‘which of the English-speaking communities
of .Canada 'is sghe - most. _intelligent. ‘Bat:
‘whatever their opinion may be:of (the rela-.

tivesintelligence of : the provinces, none of:
‘them will do as the London Daily News has
done, give the palm to Ontario and gneboo;

THE NICOLA RAILWAYS.

Two companies are séeking ‘charters to'
enter the Nicola Valley. . The Nicola. Val-
ley Ruilway Billprovides fof the: building of
a line, fromﬁpaﬂee’i Bﬂﬂgb Iﬁ;ﬂleﬂbl&ke,
Where extensive . beds of coul ‘exist, “This
charter has vu-hnlly been - grumod,,
a8 it vdec mow/) on. the Orders
for a third mading “The promoters of the
schieme are h,?pefnl of beginning construc-
'vion, of the road this year, they having made
‘preliminary surveys,.and. are now engaged
in testing theogsl fields: which  they hsve
under bond for five years.

The other, company seeking a charter.is
the Nicols; Kamloops sndiSim lkanieen rail-:
way, whonsk forpowartoeonstructulmet‘rom
Kamloips to Nigola Lake and’ through “the
Similkameen to qlg’ ‘};gnq lme ; and
also from Nicola' Lake - te sznee- Bndge
over the same route as the ond’ followed l;y
the Nicola ValleyCo The promotep of

that the granting'of a second charter would |’
prob.sb‘y result in the failure of both|
companies’ to secure oupltal to construgt’
either rulway Two lines are out'of the
question, as the road. would, be chiefly for
the: bauling . of  ceul -to “the C.:P.:R. line
for coking purposes; and the' physical ‘con-
ditions of ‘the country are such as would
prevent the building of parallel lines. The
surveys: ‘of the' Nicola : Valley Railway
show that the. Nicola river would have to
be . bridged twenty-two. times. T¢ is also
pointed : out that, should the line from
K.mloops- to the Jboundary be built, run-
ning  powers over the line to Spénce’s
Bridge could be ncoorded the Nicola, Kam-
lopps and Similkameen reilway—in fact a
clause oould’ be in urte’d' in the other bill
making such provision::

It is to be hoped ‘that a solation of the

with ‘an admix-.

{ was all the time cropping up during th:

< Oregmmn leeux&ctly whut it meant. Tt

the latter are opposed to this, they chlmmg/

holders, railways and manufacturing
ooneem were forced to use inferior home
pmdnoed coal that niight, had ' coal been
free, have used superior imported " coal.
This was, perhaps, why the duty was im-
posed. - It was hard on the Americans to
be obliged t6 use bad coal and to pdy seven
or eight hundred thousand dollars besides,
merely in order that a coal ring or two
‘might make 'blg profits. This is carrying
the grinclplh of ‘protection & liftle too far.
The.coal: duty benefits very few indeed,
while it is an inconvenience and, a burden to
many indastries that ought o be fostered,

and to the whole urban population.

S L
4 WISE CONCLUSION.

After carefully considering the question
 of ununéxation for some time, the Oregonian
has ¢1ve to a philosophical -conclusion. I
has ¢e . ied that the United States does no!
need « iauda and that  the: ‘Canadians d:
Dot want annexation.  The - lesson of the
late election hus not been lost on . our 'dis-
cerning’ contemporary. . It « has' observed

‘hut, although the question of annexation

election discussion, not a_single Canadian
politician, big or little, in the  East, or in
the West, ventured to appear before the
- prople of Canada as an advocate of annexa-
"ion. This was very significant, and the

nof ,cth’l as u,gol h,
cal move. ' We. bave territory

pn lu.upnommgl;; Cauudaoﬁr! no spe-

temptations from a military snd Strate-

mwnt f.view. .. Its, nmmn by, Great

ngt thresien pe. | BDDeX 1.

lmn 15' uld not strengthen us. , Tudeed, it

weaken the Uniied Ststu, exiernally

,n(t mt.eru;lly, hy eularging eur froniier to

nded, and i wonpwg the variely and

omlexrhyof our pn pn to be alum-

Umled tqa
an is to avnax bunu &,

* ¢ The lasy thing -
annexation to the United States. They lre
particularly well sati-fied with 1‘»
tical status, and: well  they may be. hg
ejoy &'l the unbsmntul advmtaﬁ of in-
ependence,.added to the power

“tion of & great .nation. . They. are:to n.bl)
loyal to Great uin, as loyslty goes ii
‘this practical g y are seuti

mentally dwvotqd,mc British arown, and
| appurently. perchzly satisfied ‘with’ Britwsh
pt institutions. They have no .dunr-
ation for the United Siates, i's
its form. of government. . If the ﬁw any
aspirations scparate froor the British en-
pire; ‘they. arc in the direstion of inde-
pendence for. Canada Th.y would regur::
sDnexation to the United. Stites us a loss,of
‘present. individuality and a mrrem‘er ot
fature pationality, s, well asa rupture of old
ungammou to; which - they are still deeply
abta Cumda wanis annexation no
njore we>dg,” ;

Thu, as far as Canada is eoncerned is
pre\?ty near the truth. Cunadisns would
like to remain  good fmndl with their
npighbors south of the boundaryline, Their
intercourse hitherto with the Americans has
been pleasant and! proﬁuble on the whol.,
snd they would like it to remainon the same
footing,. or,.:perbaps, - from..a commercial
point of view, & little ‘closer. “Our oamam-
porary, howexer, is mistaken when it siys
that Canadiang have po admiration for the
U’mtod States{ its - people, or ‘its form of
(.}ovemmoq&. "It would be a singular thing
if intelligent Canadians felt no admiration
for the great nation whose: growth and de-
mlopmum ‘they have watched, or for the
ppop!e who have done so muck in so'short
nhme
dred with the citizens of the Great Republic,
and it they Ind 10 phoove 8 oonmmtlon dif-
ferent. from their own, it would be that. of
‘the United States. If 'Canadians were not
Britons they would be Americans. But'as
the Oregonian says they are well satisfied
with their. jpolitizal stitus. They have
all the home rule ihey want.’ ' They are
strongly attached to the Mother ("Bumry,
and are contented 1o remain as they are
now for an ivdefinite tinie longer.  Can-
adians do.not believe in re:dy-made na-
tionalities,  They are quite -willing to let
their oountry ‘and their comstitution. grow.
They believe that at present its grow:h is

healthy, and that its deve'opment is in the |

right direction. ' They arenot. much con-
cerned about. the future of their country,

. {rule very highly esieemed in Canada. They

in this respecr. ~ During the last two. yesrs,
the mortya npon the real-estate of
fornis, ou of San  Fruneisco, lncrgﬁtd
thout $21, 000, ,whﬁlu the improv: ments,
soh’ as eerevtion of buﬂdmgu.“m
st i sl e
‘ therians oot v%ﬁ:ﬁ.‘?";‘i‘&‘
oﬁﬁnﬁa tr sﬂof ‘this state luve
m" bZ1 ), they huve sfent on'y
se,obq, such improvements as we have
meuntioned. ‘W nayue they done with the
rest of the  mo mwﬂd ‘We

Canadiang are proud to claim kin- |

kind. Thisis wby ¥ theorists and lpecnhtm-l
and profemoéd nation-builders are not as &

find the people cold and uncongenial, but
the man who wants to work. and does not
talk too much, finds in Caoada respect and
npprecuuon.

Our contemporary speaks of the ‘*aspira-
tions” of Canadisns. We on this side of
the line have aspirations, no doubt, but just
now we are hardly conscious of them They
‘have not ‘as yet taken any definite form.
Our aspirations. are the aspirations of men
who are bound to do the work in which. they
are engaged well. The Oregonian is cer-
tuinly right when it concludes that Cana-
dians ‘do mot aspire to beécome cltmns of
the United States.

e

FA RMING IN CALIFORNIA.

Thereu’e ‘some Gunndmnl who are al-
ways telling their fellow-countrymen . that
they would ba greatly better off if their
oonntry ‘wes part of the United States.
They are all she time talking about A.men-
can mterpriu, and enntmuting it with what
they call Canadian slowness and unprogres-
siveness, Tmu- talk, if not very pleamt
to Canadian ears, is .plausible, and
are sometimes led to believe that the Umtcd
States is, for men of all occupations, and
‘patticalarly for the farmer, a much’ better
country than Canada. Bat, now and then,
we come ‘across facts which do not point to
this ' conclusion. : It  might be  sup-
posed that, if the condition  of
the United States farmer generally
is an enviable one, that of the farmer: in
the State of €aliforni+ must be particularly
80. The soil and climate of that favored
state are, it might be thought, such as
would make the life of the farmer a perpet-
ual holiday.  He has no long and bitterly
cold winters:to contend with; not only does
the soil produce’ fine crops ' of ‘grain, but
fruits of many varieties cau be grown on it,
of the finest quality and in the greatest
abundance.: ‘“If,” thinks the northern
farmer, “farming can be made to pay any-
where, it must be. in California. He hasa

millions into the bargain.”

An article, in the’ “Argonaut of the 28th
inst., if’ ca.re!ully studied, will qualify. the
opinion of the Cunadian who is inclined to
believe that the United -States is the  farm-
ers’ Paradize. ' The subject of the writer is
one which! bu an unpleasant interest for
farniers all over the continent. It is farm |
morigages. He.says .. .-

“The _mortgages on Iarm-lndn are in-
in numbers at & very rap:d rate
thronglwntthe Uunited States, and Culifor-
niy is not better ‘than the rest of the Union

Ih,y 4
think it prohnhle & t this  question " can be |
truly answered by eaying that the farmers,
being unable to make a livingfor them-
selves and ﬂui'r fumilies i‘ﬁmt labor, are
‘fconipelled ' to live on  their capital. It is
~said 'that the sverage annnal income' of the
Awerican fa: mer is only $300. This:
sents not ovly the fruits of his own r,
but that of his wife and femily as well. Ivis{
said, also, that, while ‘the farmersare pay-
ing from seven to ten per cent. for the nse
of mouey, their average profits do not
Amount to more five per eant. on the
capital invesred.

This does not give the reader a very fl-
‘vorable ppinion of the condition of the Cali-
fornia farmer. In no part of Canada are
farmers really worse off thun the American;
farmer, whose affairs are discussed in the
above passage. But the lhadow- of the pic-
ture hecome dacker, if posixble, as the
‘writer proceeds. ' He goes on to say:—

: “If farming i this state were yin,
tion, the value of fmm:g p?l.ndg

wo d increase ev: year ‘instend. of de-
creasing; and it is no ‘use to’ scatter im-|
‘migration pamphlets broxdcass’ over “the |
Union -and foreign countries, telling the
people about our wonderful climate and our
undeveloped resourdes, when'we know' that
-muny of the farmers here find it impossible
to.make 8 living and pay their debts.” We
have a wonderful cl imate, and we have ag:
ricultural resources superior to those of any
‘other state in the Uuion, but the great
benefits which have: been' showered -
the farmers of this state by Nature are
‘more than counterbalanced by the fact
that they have to p interest ‘at
an'extortionate rate, and that, owing to the
 =carcity of currency, the gl:rm received for |
their products are éltogether too low. We
firmly belisve that California . can be made
the Union ; but the farmers of
(61!‘ tate, llke those of all the r?t of the

nien, are at preeent rom b
rates of interest and low prices. ' The :e:‘d*:
ing out of immigration p-mphlets, which
give a true account- of our .wonderful nat-
ural resources, but which do .not mention:
the aforesaid unpatural drawbacks, simply
helps to bring in more farmers to compete

}t those who now find it almost imposs.
ible to make & living'in this State.” |

It does sound singular to see the farmer
who has the market of 65,000,000 open to
him and: that of Great Britain, besides, com-
plaining of low priges. It might be sup-
posed to farmers so favorably situated a
high rate of interest wou!d be of little or no
consequenge, but - it seems .that these and
other unnatural drawbacks are in California
80 great as to prevent farming being a
profitable occupation.” " The lesson to be
learned from what we read about the em-
barrassments of the California farmer is that |
the market of 65,000,000 is not exactly
what itis in Canada cracked up to be:

THE BUDGET SPEECH.

fine ‘country, and & market of sixty-five

s { omy biﬂhb:to has been of the cheese-paring

T, last. year. It elected one state oﬂieer-—

reads that lpeech can tell :hnost as well as
the Leader of the Oppo;ihop himself, how
the finances of the province stand. That
Mr. Turner’s statement  was sstisfactory
may be inferred from the fact that the Op-
posxtmn did not make even the faintest at-
b to criticise it. © The Hi went into
eommittoe immediately, without a division
or & word being =aid, and passed several
of the most important items, and might
have’gone throngh the whole estimates hud
time ‘allowed." Tt there had: been any
serious fault to find with the financial policy
of the Government this" would not have
been the case. The Opposition would not
have been so ignorant of their proper func-
tion and so wanting in their duty, as to per-
mit the Finance Minister’s statements to go
unchmllenged if ‘they were not convineed
that in  fivancial matters the Government
are pursuing the course’ best . calculated to
promote.the welfare of the proviace. It is
much" to their ecredit that they refrained
{rom offering an opposition that' they knew
would be either fuctions or perfunetory.
The Estimates and  Pablic Accounts had
been for a considerable time in the hands of
the members, so that if there was any weak
place in the Government’s proposals there
was umple time to find it out and to con-
sider its consequences. As “the Leader of
the Opposition after having had so many
days for examination and reflection, allowed
the House to go into Committee of . Supply,
without a word of protest or even of criti-
cism, the fair and, indeed, the only reason-
able conclusion is that he, approving of the
Government’s policy, would not waste the
time of the House in talking ‘merely for
talk’s sake or in ‘ muking an_ insin-
cere speech in order to create the
impression that- in his opinion the course
which the Government is pursuing is not
calculated to promote the prosperity of the
province. We do not think that the
country will suffer trom Mr. Beaven’s
silence, and we are guite sure that the
Opposition will not be lowered in the esti-
mation of the electors because they re-
frained from  condemning a budget which
reconrmended itself fo their judgmeat.
It is to be hoped that the Finance Min-
ister will succeed in pegotiating  the loan
which the province requires to provide the
public works which: its - rapid ‘development
needs, and to consolidate the debt.  If he
succeeds as he expects, the provinee will
have the advantage of getting a. good
round sum- in cash, and of releasing the
money now locked up in the sinking fund,
and then have really very little more topay as
interest than it has at present. This will be |
tnumphofmofwhich he'and the ad-
nmiinistration to flhich he belongs may well
feel proud. We expect that the Oppo-
sition would objegt: to any addition being
\made’ to the Provincial debt: - Their econ-

nrdoi-npd extremely ahortughtaa ‘and we|
L"bguved thut when the Finanee,
Misiste p'poaeditohagmu a loan, no
mmor what its'object might be, or what.
was to be gauned by the opentlon, the
Opposmon ‘would shrilly protest against it
and denounce the Government for having
the audacity to Took ahead a few years and
topmw.dem time fnr mprovamenu that
are certain to bqupperutwely needed.. We,
are, however, agreeably disappointed. - The
‘Opposition appear to have become both
.prudent and progressive. : :
i e R
THE FARMERS ALLIA»NO'E >

There.il ‘in the Coemopohh.n Mngsm
for April, an article on the Fannen Alli-
‘ance, from the pen of W. A. Paﬂ‘er, United
States Senator from Kansas. Senator Pef-
fer owes his position to the Farnmiers’ "Alli-
ance. He is one of its leading men. He
therefore does not. misrepresent or malign
the orgunization. According to him, it is
very powerful, that is, as far as numbers
are concerned. He tells us.that at the So-
preme Council of the Allianes,. held in
Ocala last December, thirty-five states were
| represented, and delegates from every body
of organized farmers took part in the. pro-
ceedings. The National Alliance of colored
farmers met at the'same place at ‘the same
time, and the two bodies acted in con-
cert. Together ‘they represented at least
twoand ahalf willions of voters. . What
the’Alliande can do in changing the political
condition of a State was shown in Kamsas

At.torney-(lenenl—ﬁm out . of - seven com-:
gromen, ninety-three of the 125 members
of the lower- hom, and through' them ‘one
 United ‘States semator. ““In six months,”
the senator says, ‘“a change in the political
oogm]nxlon of the State equal to 100,000
‘voters was effected.” A political organiza«
tion espsbh of doing all this in & single
State is not to be despised whatever may be
it pnnﬂpiea and its methods.

The Alliance bus not been ;the growth of
& day. Tt'is the result of a movement that,
hus been going on mn; the firmers of &_hg
South/and Seuthwest for a long time, . The
(iranger organization was . one of the pro-
dugtions of that mov t. It was founded
in President Johoston’s time at the close: of
the Civil War, It fell into disrepute, and in
1877 the “Farmer’s Alliance came into ex-
istence. Texas is its birthplace. It was at
first social raiher than political in its aims.
Its ohjects, according to its own declara-
hon, were:—

¢ (I) To. labor for'the education of the
agricultural classes in the science of econo-
nomical goveriment in' a strictly non-
par tisun spirit; (2) To develop a better stute
mentally, morally, socially and financially;
(3) To crea e a better ungderst.nding fo
sushunmg civil officers in maintaining law
and order; (4) (nnstunﬂy to stiive to
+ecure entire harmony an’ good wili among

The Hon. Mr. Turner’s Budget Speech
was & model of simplicity and clearness.

They bave fuith to believe that its destiny
is & high one, and that they will arrive at it
in good time and ia a natoral way. They l

dlﬁoulty will ha mwhed utufnutory toall do not,. think that the Process of national

He told his audience. in :the ‘most candid
way. possible what ' the Government bad
done with the people’s money. He niade &

mystery of nov.hxng, and a8 bhe had not

all mankind and brotherly love . mo,,:f qur-
selves; (3) To mp];ren peisonul; 1

tional § ojndloe al unhedthy nvah'y, Qnd’
sll selfish ambition.”

ST

~Fhe-intelligent--elector-- 'whnl

{assed

| ple.
‘which they are so proud will be mﬂw

goveral. They were, however, still confined
‘40 -the-promotien of-the interests.of the far-
mers as a class. War was declared against
syndicates and monopolies, and politieal
‘influence was sought.  Agricultural Asso-
ciations, in several States, joined the
Alliance and a kigd of union was. effected
with the Knights of Labor. ~The new body
then wdopy(a the name of the ‘‘Farmers
Alliance ‘and Industrial Union.” This is
now the full title of the organization.
Senator Peffer says :

‘‘ The Alliance is not partisan, but it is
intensely political. Primarily, it is social,
bat . this is & political feature, and thls,
after all is its most powerful force, that
which moves in public affairs; and though
there was no disposition to go into politics
independently, it was understood upon all
sides that every posslble effort, which could
legitimately serve the interests of agricul-
ture and labor, should be put forth.”

The senator shows that it was -time for
the farmers of the United States to bestir
themselves. They had fallen into a veri

Despond in which they were floundering. It
is well to bear in mind that the following
description of their condition was written by
their friend and conntryman, and not by an
alien and an enemy:

i “‘Let us,” says Mr. Peffer, ““first under-
stand the condition out of which the. for-

midable power of the farmer has ‘grown.

Agriculture is deﬁ ressed, labor is “profit-
less, disconteut roods, like “a cloud,

over the land. The homes of the people
are encumbered by an indebtedness which
it is impossible to pay undet existing con-

ditions : they  are g:mg sold ‘by the thou-
sind every year, with no remedy within
reach. There is not enough ‘money in cir-

culation to sapply the legitimate business
demands, saying nothingabont the payment
of loans ; renewals in mosu cases are out of
the gnestxon, because with falling prices
security weakens; and while property
values go higher and higher, a.nd taxes,
salaries and iiterest absorb all the people’s
earnings, leaving nothing to pay on the
principal of the debts. Briefly, nearly, if
not quite, one half of Awmerican homes are
mortgaged ; wealth is fast passing into the
‘hands of a few persons; money has me
a power in politics as it has always been
in social life, 'and the same in-
fluence which is drawing away the
substance of the workers is nndermining the

: | Church. = Look what way we will, encroach-

ments of the money power are plaml visi-
ble. Tt pollutes our elections, it  controls
our 1 tion, it debauches our trade, it
owns our homes. It rules the forum, the
school ‘and the church. It is king.”

It is against this money power, this King
Dollar, that the Alliance has waged war.
 How to get the money ‘Which makes the
millionaires powerfol into the hands of the
farmers is the problem which they are try-
ing tosolve. They are finding it a more
difficult one than they supposed. There is,
u.t‘ters!l no new way to pay old debts.
‘Money is not the enchanter which the. Al-

men sappose. - They may make niore
Moy. a great deal more money,
both. of paper  and u'lver, and  be
very little richer. They will find difficulties
in the way of muking the state the great
Mw%whmb they did nob foresee.
‘When they set shont. making farmers rich
by acts of 'the. t,egulntnm tbly will. find
that they are eow'lnz thaw!ndonly, in time,
to, ' reap the ‘whirlwind. "The ptinmpd
wobjects which theAll,imye has, in view.are
to create more money by pnnﬁng green-
backs and by 'the free’ of silver, and
0, mh mdne aeeegxiblo to the embar-
by enacting a Jaw: which will
enable them to. borrow_ from the Govern-

X mtaluvuy low nte of wtcred'. The

system which the Alliance would lnmgur

ate vould, in. avery.-hort tine, amount to
this: A poverty-stricken people - would be
‘endeavoring to. make ttmmsalvu rich by

torrowing deprocfa.téd og “from &
baokrupt government. The, how-
ever, must buy its pxpemnoa.

NOT UNIMPORTANT.

The recall of the Italian minister to
Wuhmgtonu the way which, his govern-

‘ment takes'to show the indignation ‘which
the people of Italy feel on seeing their coun-

trymen openly murdered with impunity in
New Orleans, while under tbo protection of
the anthorities. . As Italy is far away, and
not in a position to go to war with the
United States, the Americans may attach
very little importance to. this indication of
the displeasure of its government and its
people.  But it wmay do the United States
more harm than msny of .its boastfnl and
unthinking  ecitizens  imagine. One
‘of the donoeqnma of the. departure
of the representative of Ifaly from the
capital of the United States will be to _give
prominence to the fact that .in the United
Statés ' the law can be set at defiance and
the citizens of & fm'eagn State murdered m
open day by a lawless mob,- without. an.at-
tempt being made to bring the offenders to
justice: When  this fact comes'to be known
and commented upon; as it is certain to be,

in Europe, the prestige of the ' -United

States will be injured and its cﬁhew fwall

be lowered in the esteem of intelligent peo-
Americans will be tegardeql mw
‘a8 semi-barbarians, and the uutxhumnﬂ'
las” unfit to regplate in.d kecp‘*m
order a civilized oomnmmty l’eoi;le
in Europe, even educated people, are not
in a  position to realize ' the true
state of society in the United States. They
do not know that there are miillions in the
Great Republic who du-ppmu of the acts
of the New Orleans mob quite as strongly
a8 any Enrope.u_d_o, and who deplore the
weakness of the Gover meut which cannot,
or dare not, call the men who took a lead-
ing part in that outrage to instant account.
‘They will naturally conclude that all
Americans are like the men who composed |
the New Orleans mob, and that; under

similar circamstances, they would all act fn

the same way. This conviction will, no
doubt, produce effects that will not. be
p! & to American citizens. Nutions, no

Affer a while the Alliance d
‘ somewhat from this moral elevation, and its

2

more than ‘individuals, can -afford to do
what shocks the niwral se.se and the semse

objects becime more daﬁuxte and le-

of justice of their neighbors.

low, condition financially, and needed some- &2
thing to help them out of the Sloagh of -

W
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