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jots ! A few sbort hoa
no girring ot sMirtling eve
place in the interval,  But

bave ‘taken |

the ladder of time has boon commenced; The:

- goodiold year of 1863 is'Dow'pumbered with

the past. A well known friend has ceased to”
be, aod, we baye all to enter upon a fresh
year,-in:the  same state of uncertainty as to
what ‘may be its joys-and pleasures, what
its carés and tridls,” In outgvn ci ty‘!'ﬁwép‘a’s;s
year; althongh: not by any means a brilliant
period (in-our:history, has.not: been unevent-
fal. gress has net’ been marked by -
. ‘ bt upon the whole it

his. simple question elicit: in. nsWers.
very, much . .depends pon, the . standard
from which we 1ake ourstartpangd.upon the
point ‘of view from which we regatd ouw po-
sition; if we are to take the appearange of the
city as any criterion of the rise or.fall in her
prosperity, there could be little doubt that
one'and all would acknowledge the improve-
ment. If we consider the price ofland and'lots
those who wished to settle down in their own
houses in this eolony,and those who seek a
safe investment aod not an' exopbitant rate of

interest for their money, will not say that we 4

have. retrogruded. . Maoy evil reports bave
been promulgated by these who expecting too
mauch ffom the colohy, came out in"1862,an1
returned in disgust to the old country, which
they . never . ought; .to . : bave .. left,
Yet . .o o-spite «  of . these ° reports
our population  has - increased, though
the Very 'large area over whieh ‘the town
is; spread, prevents us: frem poticing at first
sight -how much: it is year by iyear spreading
and ‘improving. * If we take into ‘considera—
tion the social comforts, we must all confess
they have been greatly augmented. :

‘No materiul change bastaken place in the
adniibistration of the government of the col-
ony. The new G vernor has not come with
the new ‘year. We have, howeser, seen a
well deserved honer bestowed upon our pres-
ent ‘Governor. " A new House of Assembly
has come into office during the‘ year, but of
tnem we can only say at present that in ad—
dition to passing some few guod measures,
they bave cut themselves out plenty of work
for (be present year; may they persevere and
get well throagh with it. :

The increasing business in our law courts
and the delays in getting cases tried, have
for some time past been bringisg our present’
'ﬁ" {nto disrepute. The last half of the
year has sabo the business carried on by vue
judge andone official who “acts” in more capa-
cities than we have space to enumejate, already
we see signs of an improvement in prospect
Bills are to be introduced to provide for the
more speedy hearing of cases in which the
amount io dispute is of small value, and we
think it probuble that belore the end of the
year, there will be an efficient staff 1o ad-
minister the law prociptly to all classes. An
old prophecy has said that the present year
is to be one of change and strange events;
it will mot be surprising if we see considera—
ble change amongst the legal digoitaries of
the colony. ' A noticeable feature in the latter
part of the past year, has been the attempt
to destroy the existence of our cerporation
and the credit of our ¢ity, and io a combined
attack of self-sty'ed conservatives and ultra
liberals ‘has been wilnessad a futile atteaipt
to-éxcite a feeling bostile toour municipality;:
but wé are huppy to find that ths_ Mayor and
Coancil liave withstood :he attack bravely,,
and have proved 'thémselves. fully worthy of
the confidence placed in them by the ‘eleetors.
and the attempt of onr misguided ‘contempo-
rary to interpret the jundgment of the. Chief
Justice oo the' rule for a prohibition,;iote.an
extinction''of the corporation “altogether, ba+
not had the effect of weakening 'the antho-
rity of the Mavor and Qoancil one iota,  The
small cirele. of malcontents. who desire. to
have @ muaicipality without any taxes, and
which represents sometaing like the propor-
tion of six to forty—seven. have not been able,
although bringing ®o. litile talent to bear
upon their ‘ view of the: gnestion, to con~
vince good citizans that they ought mot to
pay any mupicipal taxes.

Paswiog from:aur ownaffairs to those of
thie nation at ‘large, it is a matter of con
gratulation that Eogland, " during ' the past
year, in spite of ramors of war, in spite of

“jrou-clads, in spite ‘of ‘Russiai.and. Poland,

and many other troubles and stombliog
blocks in the way of peace, has managad to
steer,clear ot war with ali civilized nations.;
aod withothe fearful ‘exsmple- befare her ia
thie desperate 'sonflict raging’ amongst our
veighbors, il right thinking Eqglishmen
mast rojoioe that this is the casa.  When the
your 1863.0omnienced, how great. were the
hapes and ‘axpectations that it would see she
tefmination of the . American War." “How
painful the, result ; the tmiseries of civil war
have disiractal greai portions - of that. great:
cotin'17 .aod’ yet with what a marvelous reg-
plarity uoder great’ difficulties, bas the eom~

another step 00 . (s5ts.
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f carriedon; & power of ‘éndarahos estonishing |
to 1o0kers 6n ‘has been ‘shown by every sec—
.. |,tion of the community whose interests'sre

i,.h-‘“x
wEw. [t

9reer less affeoted by.the war.. 3
o;speak of ' the. fg%ro is/a very different

- | task 10 commenting ‘ou past eveats.” How

utterly obscare to our limited perception are

the coming events which at this time next

year the pea will glibly chrucicle as historic
Who can say whether the issue of
i the American struggle shall ere that period
arrives have been told?
that such shall be the case, 18 but to echo the
desire ‘of every sensible man.  (an we hope
'to ‘speak hereafter ‘ot the year 1864 as one
which,’ begioning with rumors of war:and
threatenad ruptures' in every part of the
werld;ended peaceably for our own country ?
Fortunately for bumanity, we canuot foresee.
We haw no reusou to dwell on the gloomy
side of the picture. The same policy which
bas guided Eogland safely through difficul-
ny quarters up to this time. may,

i¥a«been ‘prophesied’ of this year, is “the
milledfu‘(ﬁ, :bat we can hardly suppose
thas any predigtion had ever fewer believers.
Amoogst the Asiatic Mahommedass, how-
ever, a very prevaleot idea exists, grounded
upon a somewhat obscure prophecy of Sheik
Housein—or Hassan, we know not which—
that the Eoglish rule in India will succumb
to that of the true believers in the present
year, and that a vast empire under the im-
mediate dispensation of the Prophet will be
establisbed in :Asia. - So strong is the - belief
in this theory amongst a people fanatic and
superstitious beyond . credibility, ‘that it is
more thao probable that the standard of
rebellion’ will again be raised in the East,
but not, we confidently trust, with any dao-
gerous resalts to the ‘British rulein India.

Looking nearer at home, have we any
reason to look forward to a gloomy year?
Day by day. we notice new companies being
formed for working mines and otherwise
developing  the resources of the country.
Capital will be brought into use more and
more every year as the business of the mines
increase, and if the peaple of the two colonies
are true to themselves, and the one to the
other, the ‘Government lending that néces~
sary aid to developing ‘the resiurces and fos
tering the commercial {nteresta of ‘the coun-
try, there is nothing to prevent our increase
in trade and business of every description.
In the coming year oar pupulation, our weslth,
our business, and our properties, must in-
crease. Have we not then reason to wish one
another a Happy New Year? That the
comforts, the riches, and the pleasures of the

%gv‘g year may lall thick aud heavy npon
0

ur readers, and their cares and toils be
[ight, is our greeting for the New Year.

Pragiarisn.—Juch of our readers as
muy have chanced to glance over the Chron-
icle of yesterday morning will -00 doubt have
alighted upou an item headed “ Ewmanciya-
tion,” indited by the Bombastes who does the
lightartillery of that journal. There is noth—
ing worthy of sote in the effusion in question,
except in itscool impudence. Weaie notonly
charged with espousing the opposite side to
that which our readers are aware we upield,
but the writer has the assuraunce, after wait-
ing to see which way the tide was taroing,
net only ‘to boriow the ideas expressed by us
on the subject, but 1o clotbe them in almost
the same languave. We do not object to be
eopied, but must have credit for our tuition.

The Services of Rebel. Women,

The services of the Union wamen of the
North have been steady, patriciie; and self-
sacrifieing, from the commencement of the
war.. hey have done dn immeénse -amount
of work without pay of reward. - T'he Nurt
wegtern: Fair,. which realised over $60 000,
waa the work.of the Usion ladies of Chicago
The rebel women; however, huve been equaily
couspiéunas:: - The army -correspundent  of
the Chicago Journal siys on this subject :—

I shall never be done admiring the patriot-
ic faith ‘and undving devotion of the fdyal
women of the 'iaad, but-Ismust’ tell‘you that
the rebel women of the South ste worthy, in
everything hut a sacred cause, of their North-
ern sigters. There is nothing they will not
sarrender with a smile ;' the gemmed ring, the
diamond bracelet, the ‘rich wardiobe, They
cut up the rich carpets for soldiers’ Lligkets,
without a sigh’; they takethe five linen trom
their person= for the banduges. '

When 1oor “handred’ of ‘Longstreets meu
came up to Nashwville, prisoners of war, a'iai
the roughest, dirtiest, wildest fellows the sun
ever shoue upon, and a flighit of stairs in the
builditg they occupted fell, kithog and
wounding a largs namber of them, you should
have seen the fair young traitresses come
forth from the .oid . aristocratic m:nsions,
hearing restoratives amd delicacies 1 1 air
hands, mingliog in the dingy crowd, wiping
away the blood with their white bandker—
cniefs, aud uitering Words of cheer ; snoulu
have seen them doing this, with houdreds or
Union soldiers all around, and sm:hing back
upon the rough blackzuaris of renelsas they
lefe. . But in all there was a defiam air, u
pride iu theic humapity, stirange tosee O a
iruth they carried it off grandly.

And aimost all those girls were in"moarn-
ing for dead rebels, brothers.! overs, riends,
whom. these same giris had sneered into
treason_and driven inte rebel/ion, and billow-

least’ they could do was 1o wear bink ‘for
taem, ‘and flaunt bisck rim the  window-
blinds, . Clethed be their souls 1 sackcloth |
I said they were worthy of their wigiers a:
the North, in all but a righte’ns cause ; bo:
I said wrong. There is a’ bittetiess thers
are glimpses of the Pythoness, that make
you shrink from‘tkem. But they ure toarful-
ly-in earoest ; they are aimost grand'in self
sacrifice.’ O ! that they were true and ioving
daughters of the old flag. :

country. ~Hedce jthe ‘rieed of great caution
‘and discretion’on the
dertake such ;&k;"

To express a wish.

_but 'by: not’ siiting: what s true.
i, her: .thrgggh‘_to the | tae
other .thingsithat |

ed all the South with their. graves, and the|

m:mm CoLonrsT :—SIR; one ‘of
the moes difficu’t tasks to perform, is to give |
a fair and-trathful representation of a new

;Pnrt”qf' those who un-
% or if thereris auy one
act of guilty’ “deep) dyed, and cruel than
another, it is that of falsehood or deceit, par-
dcalarly fo’ the matter aliuded 1. Whe
¢an som up’the 'manifold miseries that ensue
from persons -being*deceived into thé aban~
donment ‘of a guiet and comfortable home,
for ’the discomtorts and hardships qf anew
and strange lasd, where. all is different from
what they inferred and firmly believed, from
the accounts that they had received previous
to their emigration. Dr. Waylaod,in one of
bis admirable”dascourses on veracity, defioes
falsehood as a deception of the mind, either
by word, gesture, of  in any coueeivable
way ; aod 'the ‘guilt of the falsehood  lies
wilh the panty who ' caused or  permits the
deception.  Now, can it be denied that upon
the principle here stated, many misrepresen-
tatious have been given of these Western
Colonies; not ' by stating what is' nof ‘true,
That

pf.  Biitish . Colpmbia  is
% ,molg _and other = min~
iinerals, Ther@ needs no further ‘proof than
has already.* been - manifested ; but who, in
writing the coantry’s praise, has been frank
enough to:state what each dollar taken from
the mines has cost, or that poor man’s dig-
gings are not to be found .in Caribvo? Acd
io regard to Yancoaver-Island, perhaps neither
the climate nor the fertility of the soil have
been overrated, but have the ‘‘rock and
swamp’’ been fully represented ? And is it
not fair that the system of * land jobbing”
that has prevailed in the colony since its firat
government by the Hudson Bay Company
should be truthfully set forth to the honest
man who may contempfate leaving a British
Colony, where land is good and cheap, and
the title uneguivocal, for this country, where
good land is very scarce, and held at far
higher rates, thani is is in the Eastern Prov-
1aces.

‘The most common, and I am sorry to say
the most effectual species’ of deception’ has
been the inducements held out by way of
wages, (o men of brain ‘and ~musele, whilst
equal faithfuloess has not been manifested in
regard to expense of living ; that, in fact,
the highest wages given in the City of Vic:
toria will no more than comfortably sapport
a single man'; there are of course a fow ex-
ceplivus 10 “this ‘rule’; but ‘a wan witha
family whe are not each able to earn their
owao living, stands but a poor chance in this
city, unless he has something' more than
stength of body and mind ‘to depend upon

Again, a [ree, British-bon subject, coming
from a British Colony, expeets to find his
claims to every position and raok in life
equally respected with his English brother;
it it were unqguestionably so, I ‘would have
0 » besitation in giving an affirmative reply
to this oft repeated question, coming from
my native Provioce, and trom one high in
public life, that he may be well advised, be-
fore he gives full credit to'a rumor svo preju-
dicial to the:character and interests of 'a
governwment professing to. be free. I.domnot
wish to be nnderstood as desiring to defame,
or say aught fo retatd the bealihfal growth
of these Pacifie Colonies ; ‘but 1 would meraly
have the darker, as well .as the lighter shades
given 10 the pigtate, believing that the whole
truth, will more effectually.and permanently
settle the country, than by drawing an ex
ci ed. maltitude here by misrepresentation.
wiv. will retarn in -disgust, and cause-a
reaction to the  healthful growth of the
colonies.

That destiny hold= a high position for this
eity and ecolony, I have * faith without
wavering.” bat until it is raled by men who
are well skilled io Colenial Goverament, its
political and .social progress will be tardy ;
yet, better far the slow and sure steps of
Koglish eonservatism, than the reckless and
dangerous strides of democracy.

H. E. 8.

CENTRAL AMERICA.

The city of San:Salvador has been subject
ed to ariege -of 28 days - duration. - There
was a fearful destroction of life and property.
Barrios flod with ths small -residue: of his
army, and Carera’s forces subsequently en-
tered the city.  To pay -bis soldiers during
the siege, Barrios made some heavy forced
loans oi gouds and liquors, with which he paid
bis officers und soldiers a portion of their pay,
whieh they againsold to.procure their daily
rations, . The loreign officers in  the service
of Barrios have narrowly excaped death, and
have been delivered o the minrster 'fforeign
po.ers at. Guatemala.. A .provisional goy-
ernment . has. been. organised, - under; Don
Fraaeisco. Duenas, who has been President
before. :

In Honduras, the Provisional Presidency of
the Ssnator Jose Maiia: Medivasis said: to be
firinly, estublished.

At Nicarugua, the government apprehend
a new invasion by Maxzimo Jerez and his fol-
lowera

Av official communieation in the Gazeta
de Nicaragua ot Osnteber 14th, states that
the next erop of cotton in the department of
tthinsudega, is caleulated to amouat to 25,-
556 arrubas, or about 6.300 cw .

The arraogements for the eonstraoction of
the esnil through Nicangua, are being ener«
getically pushed forwa.d.

PANAMA.

The Npavish flag ship, the steam frigate
Resoiucion, arr'ved in the bay of Pavama on
the 17th ult., on her raturn home.  The bal
ance of the aquadron sailed fo: Callao.

The Britis brig Gaiding Star, Captain
Stoart. which' suiled lrom Aspinwall 'about
the 20th of October, fur ‘Mioativlan, struck
the Sardnseis Biok..en the third day out, and
was abandoned on the following morning.
The cajitain, hia wife, and ali the ‘crew but
ihree, who went 10 sea in a amall boat, were
saved.—S. F. 4dlta.

AFPFPRCTIONATE :hlercourss with.the young
is 8 comsidersble ‘heip “wgaiust 1h8 o, rapid’
invasions 'of old «ds. A gentlemwn: of our

'An expedition stdrted from the colony of

| Soffth *Australia, in 1850, to ' penetrate the

interior and ascertain the fate of Burke and
Wills, the distingaished ‘A ustralian travelers.
An account of this expedition was lately pab-
lished by William Wertgarth, in a volume
entitled Tracks of McKinley and.Others across

Austialia: * A chapter of this book contains
a strange and deeply interesting accouat of
one James Morrill, who, just six months after
MeKinley’s party bad partaken of Messrs.
Harvey and Somer’s hospitality on the Bowen
river, suddenly presented himself to two
shephberds at an outpost of the same station
which had given the explorers so hearty a
reception. A more striking story of adven-
ture it would be difficult to find in the entire
history of Australian colonization, rich though
that history is in novel experience and dra-
matic positions. The facts of the case are’
thus told by Mr. Westgarih :

Quite naked, and of a reddish yellow huve,
he was seen to be no aboriginal native. On
the shepherds seizing their fire-arms under a
sense «f possible danger, he called out in
Eoglish, although speaking witll;-l difficulty,
vhat he was their countryman.” He then in-
formed them that "he_had lived for 17 years
with the aborigines in the neighborhood, being
tbe sole survivor of the crew and passengers
of a sbip that bad been wrecked as far back
as the year 1846 upon a reef of the adjacent
coast. He had been wandering over the
country about Mount Elliott, a lefty hill
abeve 4 000 feel in height, near the mouth of
the Burdekin, and he must have been but a
short way to the east of McKinlay’s party,
as they passed down the river. His name
was James Morrill, and he w=s born near
Maldon, in Essex, England, and had been a
seaman of the wrecked vessel, the Peruvian.
He was supplied with clothes by his new
frieads, and after a short interval taken to
Port Denison, where a subscription was
made on his behalf, and where both himself
and his narrative were the subject of very
general interest.

Tae capiain of the Peravian had warned
the 'watch against “ broken water,” that
dangerons symptom. of the coral reef coast.
The vessel was wreeked during  the night,
alter the wateh had indeed detected the fatal
symptom ahead, but too late to be of any
avail. There was a cousiderable gale blow-
ing ; the two boats were lost, and with them
the first and second efficers.. . The construc~
tion of a ralt was the next resouree. , It was
promptly made, launched and loaded with its
living freight, but it broke away from the
wreck before any adequate sapplies of either
provisions or water had been secured. = There
had been foarteen of a crew, and seven pass-
eogers, and for 42 days these miserable crea-
tures were drifted to and fro, until at length
the raft, with a small remnant of survivors,
was cast. ashote on the north side of Cape
Cleveland. They. had prolonged. their lives
mainly by catching three sharks, part of a
legion that followed the raft for the sake of
the dead bedies that were at inte.vals com-
mitted to the waters.

Asbors at last, they were for.a time uodis-
turbed, and subsisted on<sl.ell fish ; bat afler
a fortoight they were discovered by the ab. -
rigines. They were by this time reduced t8
four—the eapta:n and his wife, Morrill, and a
boy. The natives, after gratifying an intense
euriosity by examiniog all of them, from head
to foot, behaved kindly after their rongh fash-

dog, and took them to the great. tribal camp

in the peighborhood, where they again an-
derwent a thorough examination, their white
sikins causing a general astonishment, and
inspiting some with such terror that they at
first ran a-ay. For some time the neigh

. boring blacks were arriving in streams to

gratify their common euriosity, but so vio-
lence was used, nor was insult ever oftered to
the female. Meantime the poor outcasts were
av first supplied . with food, and afterwards
were shown how and where they eould find
roots and other edibles for themselves, Ex-
pusure and privation caused mueh sufferisg,
eapecially when their clothing. gradually fall-
ing to pieces, had disappeared and left them
entirely naked. The poor wife, the ouly. fe-
male ol the party, contrived o retain -to the
last a few scraps. of covering. Severerheam-
atism attucked them all, aod. in litile more
than.two. years,  Morrill feund bimself the
sole survivor, The captain had died before
bis wile, and she, thus desolate and forsaken,
survived him but four days.. :Morrill had a
strong. frame and o good  constitutiou, and
survived the trying ordeal ef his new mode
of hfe. . sdo

His narrative of his life.among the natives
18 interesting in its account ef native man-
ners and habits;’ He forma a very.low sti-
mate.-of their qualities, as.they are ernel and
ireacherons, even 1o each  other of the same
tribe. | *‘There is;,” he says, ‘a ‘sort of par~
tisanship of. private friends and private foes
ineach tribe. . Some individuals  are occa-
sionally the victims of these eumities, bat
many more are preserved : by the watchful-
pess  of friends.” ' He: himself had both
friends and enemies, and would. bave. fallen
on many an occasion by the hands of the
latter, but for the vigilance ef the former,
who threatened the direst vengeance in case
any injury happened to him. He confirms
the now perfectly anthenticated canpibalism
of the Australian natives. He brightens the
dark piciure a little by stating that they will
not Kkiil their fellow men merely for the sake
of eating them. In eating their friends or
chiefs, aiter death, there scems some vague
notion of appropriating yet something of the
virtues of the deceased ; all at least that the
grasging appropriator death has left them.

1 is remarkable that he scarcely ever
beard reports: of his countrymen, many. ot
whom must have traversed the gountry at no

very great Jistance. from the scene of his,

piotracied wanderings, not s few haviog lrom
time. -to time: been -murdered, or killed n
hostile attacks.. This: ciroumatance ‘is 10 be,
aceouuted for, perhaps, partly from the desire

of; the patives to. withold information of .his,

countrymen from bim, as they seem really
to have valped  his presence amougst

aeqaaintance “is accustmmed, 10 repeat the
saying of a distinzuished mas, 1t you wonid |
avoid growiog old, ass ciate wih the youong,”
Assigning as a‘vews,n that th-old dre 8o apt

¢ inCrugse their ow: aud each atimt’s infiemis |
tiss by talkiog thiza over ; while the cheerful, !
nass of ihe yomog will de sumeihibg (o ana
liven the tailing spieits of waf dvclining yeara. |
Pier@” s 'sense wtid” Wisdinn 1/ the ‘role thos |
au :zestad

| or ot least the alien feeli

them ; and pargly from the mutoal hostility,

generally prevai-
eni baiween the varions tribes, which greatly

restricted any intercourse, and prevented the

spread of news, however wonderful.’ At
length, bowever, reporfs meet his ear which
be cannot understand, The new seftlement
of Boweu. ubout (w0 years before s deliv-
erunce,

»

+ and!Morsill

% e
was dwtain hia countrymen -
bomswhmm s
ually advancing wave of colonization had at
last rolled up to his_neighborhood. There
was a twof:ﬁﬁiﬁcélfy in reachio. the set-
tlers, however; for not only were. the tribes
he lived with unwilling that he should'leave,
but he could hardly venture any distance
away withont falling among natives unfriend-
ly to the tribe be was identified with, and
thus endangering bis life. After some time
be transferred ‘his residence to & frien: ly
tribe, living ' between Cape Bowling Green
and the Burdekio. He seems to have been
on the outlook nearly a year with his trive,
when he bears of cattle bemng seen feeding
and drinkiog at the Bardekin, and a white
man with a whip attending them. Soon ufter-
wards two females described some sheep as
among the long grass, a short distance to the
soath. One of them be 'nduces to accompary
him ; baut at sight of the sheep, she will g1 o
further, fearing to be murdered by the wh 1cs;
and: earnestly advising Morrill too, by il
means, to avoid the wicked intruders. she
returns therefore, and Morrill goes on, pre-
senting himself 1o the shepherds, as already
related.

Petroleum.

Few have any idea of the immensity of the
Petroleam trade. The Philadelphia Press,
speakiog on the rapid extent to which tkis
business has increased in the United Siates
within 8 few years past, says :—

It has added materially to our natioral
wealth, and has probably coutributed: more
than any other scurce to swell- our national
commerce. . American rock-oil 18 now ex-—
ported to almost every gaarter of the glebe,
From the first of January until the close of
October, 1862, there were 5.195,481 gallons
shipped fron New York alone.  For the ~
same period tbis year New York hasexported
15,603,166 gallons ; Philadelphia, 4,268.244
gallons ; Boston, 1,604,846 gallons ; Balti-
more, 806 961 gallons, The i crease of the
New York trade from over five to over fif-
teen million ga'lons in a single year may Le
taken as a fair average of the increased ship-
ments of the other ports, and shows how ra
pidly the traffic is being developed. Inround
numbers, the total value of the exports fromy
the ports above named, from January firat,un-
til the close of last month, will oot fall.short .
of ten millions of dollars ; so that hereafter
petrolenm is fairly entitled to rank among
the staples ‘'of the conutry; and Pennsylvania,
which for: the (past three years i'as yielded
almost. two million barrels annually, accord-
ing to the best estimates, may claim the largest
share of credit for having swelled: the com-
merce in this article 'to its présent ‘dimen-
siens. ; ;

It has never been a secret. that rock:oil, or
Barbadoes tar, as it is somelimes called, is
indigenouns, if we may use the term, to very
many countries; including the 'British West
Indies, whieh Philadelpbia has, nevertheless,
supplied with 22,682 .gallons thus far this
year. Bat it would seem that the Pennsyl.
vania and Canada wells have a monopoiy of
the markets of the wirld, whatever he the
eause. o the Antwerp, Liverpool and Ham ~
burg market reports, and the case is the same
with a hundred other European. cities and
towns, the price of * Pennsylvania crude,”
and ** Pennsylvania refioed,” is a standard
quotation.  Whether it will always be thas,
we cannot say.. In the course of a few years
other nations may become our nvals io the
production of petrolenm. Already we hear
that * a district has been discovered in Rus—
sia of similar formation to that of the oil-pro-
ducing region of  Pennsylivania, and other
parts of America ;” and a late Paris letter
states that Col. Gowan, made famous by
clearing the harbor of Sebastopol of the sank-
en war vessels, has obtained a graunt of ffty .
thousand acres from the Russiangovernment,
which he s about to “ prospect ’ for oil, being
now en route for this ceuniry to obtain the
vecessary machinery. Again, we are iuform-
ed that mineral oil has been discovere at
Gaspe, a thriving part of Canada Euast; where
its existence was indicated fully tweniy years
ago in the geological reports of that section.
The well is a flowing one, and the 0il * of a
pale, greenish brown color, and, even in its
crade state, less offensive than svme of the
refined oil of Eauiskillen.” . But notwith.
standing these discoyeries, and wthers that
we caonot now recall to mind, we do not
much fear that ouar commerce in petrolenm
will -ever suffer from foreign competition. If
the trade should ever fall off, it will only’ be
when the wells bave become exhausted ;: and,
from the enormously increased yield of, the
past year, it is safe to infer that the possibility
of such'a'result is ‘yet very remote.” =~ °

To. Lapies OxLy.—To those of our lady
readers who are happy in the possession . f°
one of Grover & Baker’s machines, it i8 1.0
secrat” that the' 'bedutiful’ embroidery ‘now ‘afl
the rage, is: as well'and as ' easily done upon
it a8 the plainest sewing.  Our object 18 .10
inform those who are not.the bappy posses—
sors of one of these invaluable inventions,
t“at this'is really the' case.’ There are other
good sewing 'machines, but: this, by its mar=:
vellous, properties, combines the facalties. of
both sewivg and embroidering, and as it is
the only one in the market that does, ne Tady
about to purchase a sewing machine, ih these
days, will besitate which to select, when the
imporiant fact wa have stated is bronght 1o
her notice. - R. H. Adams, Pioneer Hat store,
Yates street, agent for‘Vnetoria.}

Frorr Corrrures—It is mentioned by Mrs
Haonnah More, that in her time it was the
fashion for ladies to ornament their bats not
only with Gowers but froit :/aod Garrick, to
ridicule this' fashion, had 8 bat made for a
sceue in & comedy, with turnips and oarrots
by way of ornament. We are coming to
that again.

ABsance oF Mixp.—A young lady threw.
herself into the box in the posteffize window
instead of her letter, nor did she discover ber
mistake till the clerk asked if she were
single. wi

A SENTIMENTAL young man tbus feelingly
expresses hiwself : 1 Kveo as nature bencvo-
lently guards:the rese with thoros, so dues
she endow women with pins.” ;

- Ricw men \uie commonly more need to be
tanght cuntentment tban the, poor, because
all men’s expectations, graw faster than their
fortunes. .

Dirricurty,— Nothing is more casy. than 10

it do misgnicf; notbing is more difficalt than

bad “attracted the natives’ attention, | '® suffer without complaiatig.

imt, and that the contig.
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. LOCAL INTELLI
« F
‘Tae Rear Estate Taxes
four~days have elapsed siu
ceived notice that thereal est
past year we'e dye (and p
could not have been “made
than the intervening days be
and New Year) yef up to the
last evening the Town Ul
close on $7000. It is gra
that most of the large land-o
worthy example, and prompt
. sessments. Oue gentleman
& large amount of property
yesterday $800 to the city fus
tax payers in general have
selves ‘most forcibly in fuvd
the Council ‘in this maiter,
the factious and unpatriotig
has been pursued by the o
this ¢ity. It is difficult 1o
motives cau "have inflaenced
adopting a Tine of -conduct sq
judicial to the best interests
city, which it should be thei
advance aand protect.  We
one npinivo expressed by al
commauaity, w th referenca 1
and groundless .opposition sg
maintained by them, — tha
uaqualified condemuation.

SuspensioN oF BusiNess.
mas day there bas been qui
mercantile commanity, and fi
appearanc: of things, one ma
at leaat oue half of the busin
holiday making. To this ca
tributed the dearth ot focal
columos. ‘There are ‘Reve
heurly expected from Enagl
cisco and elsewhere, whose ‘ar
healthy impetus to the trade
the year of grace 1864.

GoverNMENT Taxes.—The
notice that -all returns und
Licenses Amsudmest Act o
handed  into his office: on o
inst.; and owners of real es
toral district, are required to
in .accordance with the pres
the first proximo.

Crancep, Hanps.—Mr. Cf
has dispused of his interest i
of the Exchange Reading

3 Hardy Gillard, who announce|

will re-open after undergoiog
and improvements.

Awmareur 'I'HeATRICALS.—I
by a notice appearing elsey
first performance of this a
pounced to take place in
Monday, the 11th inst.

Ma
Literary INSTITUTE. —
that there is 2 movemcnt on
in our city a first class Lite
which shall amongst other
the following objects : 1st. A
to be supplied with leading
perindicals. 2d. A Library
rary and seientific works,.
The peed of such ac institutid
felt,and if carried out on
liberal principles, its hffeet
intelleetval and moral charad
maunity, especially . of the. yo
would very svon be appare
tempts bave aiready been ma
~gimilar institutions, bat hLav,
ocpuses heretdfore resulted i
are sure however, from the i
and position of the gentlemef
the initiative in, the present
whose pames we have seens a
quisition to the Mayor lo ea
ing on. the subject, that th
wonld not have Oeen given u
of i1g utility, and that they ate
tocarry, it onward to a sucee
would ruggest 1o The Chamb
and the Board of Brokers,
iving their aid to this move
in a measare a kindred jnsh)
own, It is usval in cities of
portance to have at least a re
pegted with such bodies, ang
by judicivpsly combining th
suitable buildiug might be |
RE R : > i
wouid afford " ample accommg
public commercial ard literar
piove both an ornament and
oity.. We hope that at the
which is contemplated by th
the Literary lnstitute, the sug
throw out may be tuken up
gentlemen who are’ 1uleresiiy
the movement, and its practis
torily. tested.

‘OoLLEGE oF St. Lovis.—
the attention of our readers tg
of the new  college of St. L/
the Ovlate Fathers have recet
our city.. The school which
ducted for upwards of a ye
street assares us of the suc

attend  their new establishs
given to understand the colle,
on ‘Thoraday; the 17vh ‘ioat.

‘Ammrvan or tHe  Pacl
steamer Pacific. Uapt.  Bo
Esqoimalt: yesterday - at
frow' Sabn Franeisco, which
tha 30tk ultimu. ' The | Pac
cress the bar of the Colg

equently came on with
[8“the usual quantity”
iy large muil.




