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The Birds of the Air More
Sagacious Than Men,
Thoy Mingle Music With Thelr Work,
Fly High, and Enow When

to Etart.

BROOKLYN, N. Y., Oct. 30.—Dr. Talmage
preached this morning from Jeremiah viil.,
7: “The stork in the heavens knoweth her
appointed time; aad the turtle, and the
crane, and the swallow observe the time of
their coming; but my people know not the
judgment of the Lord.”

When God would set fast a beautiful
thought, he plants it in a tree. When he
would put it afloat, he fashions it into a
fish. When he would have it glide the air,
he moulds it into a bird. My text speaks
of four birds of beautiful instinst—the
stork, of such strong afiection that it is
allowed familiarly to come in Holland and
Germany and build its nest over the door-
way; the sweet dispositioned turtle-dove,
mingling in color white, and black, and
brown, and ashen, and chestnut; the crane,
with voice like the clank of a trumpet; the
swallow, swift as a dart shot out of the bow
of heaven, falling, mounting, skimming,
sailing—four birds started by the prophet
25 centuries dgo, vet flying on through the
ages, with rousing truth under glossy wing
and in the cluteh of stout claw. 1 suppose
it may have been this very season of the
year—autumn—and the prophet out-of.
doors, thinking of the impenitence of the
people of the day, hears o great cry over-
head,

1 propose, so far as God may help me,
this morning, carrving out the 1dea of the
text, to show that birds of the uir have
more sagacity than men. And I begin by
particularizing end saying that they mingle
musié with their work. The most sevious
undertaking of a bivd’s life ig this annual
travel from the Hudson to the Amazon,
from the Thames to the Nile, Naturalists
tell us they arrive there thin and weary,
and plumage ruffled, and yet they go sing-
ing all the way; the ground, the lower line
of the music, the sky the upper line of the
music, themselves, the notes scattered up
and down between. I suppose their song
gives elasticity to their wing,
and helps on with the journey,
dwindling 1,000 miles  into 400
Would God that we were as wise as they in
mingling Chrigtian song with our every day
work ! I believe thereis such a thing as
taking the piteh of Christian devotion in
the morning, and keeping it all the day.

It is a good sign when vou hear a work-
man whistle, It isa better sign when you
hear him hum a roundelay. It is a still
better sign when you hear him sing the
words of Isaac Watts or Charles Wesley,
A violin chorded and strung, if something
accidentally strike it, makes music, and l
suppose there is such a thing as having our
hearts so attuned by divine grace, that even
the roughn collisions of life will make a
heavenly vibration. 1 do not believe that
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