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The Apple Dumplings

(8By GEORGE R. SIMS in ‘“Winter’s
Pie.)

After his sensational defence of
Mary Smith—the good-looking young
cook who was charged with attempt-
ing to kill her mistress by putting poi-

§ on in some apple dumplings—Gilbert

Redgrave never looked back.

When the jury brought in a verdict
ot “Not Guilty” against Mary, there
wcre many people in court who were
convinced that the verdict was large-
ly due to the skill and eloquence of
the prisoner’s advocate.

And Gilbert Redg-—.vé& thought so
too.

Two years after, the young barris-
ter, having » fine practice at the cri-
minal bar, married and was very hap-
.
pbA year after his marriage he was
away for two or three weeks. A4

The first evening he was at home he
congratulated his wife on the excel-
lence of the dinner that had been pre-
pared for them.

“You must have found a new cook,”
he said. !

“Yes, dear,” replied Mrs. Redgrave,
“I have, and she's a perfect treasure.”

Her husband, who was a connois-
seur in cookery, agreed.

Going out early one morning for a
constitutional, he met the nmew cook
in the hall, and she smiled at him. It
was a smile of recognition. Mr. Red-
grave made a gallant attempt to re-
turn the smile, but the effort was not
successful.

The new cook was the young woman
who had been found innocent of at-
tempting to kill her mistress by put-
ting poison in some apple dumplings.

Gilbert Redgrave determined to
think the matter over quietly before
saying anything to his wife, as he did
not wish to alarm her.

If he discharged the cook, who ac-
cording to his wife was a perfect trea-
sure, he would have to give her & sat-
isfactory reference. P{ow could he
conscientiously recommend to some
innocent family circle .a woman who
might, when she was offended, retali-
ated by putting poison in the family
food ?

The evidence against Mary, when
she was tried for the attempt, was that
her mistress had one morning severely
reprimanded her.

That day, at the midday meal, the
mistress discovered a curious taste in

her apple dumpling, and fortunately’

did not swallow the portion she had
put in her mouth. The dumpling was
analysed, and found to contain .poi-
son

'ence had been tendered that would

in showing that no first-class evid-

warrant a jury in saying that the cook
put it there. There were three other
servants in the establishment. There
was found in the dumplings a small
amount of the poison that had been
kept in the house for killing rats, and
it was perfectly possible that there
had been an accident.

The jury accepted that view, but
now that he found the cook on his
own premises and preparing his
wife’s food and his own, the young
barrister was more inclined than ever
to take the view that Mary Smith had
had a lucky escape.

How could he dismiss such a wo-
man and recommond her {o anyone
else? But if he discharged her and re-
fused to give her a character, he would
be keeping her out of a situation and
she could bring an action against him.

That was why he determined to say
nothing to his wife until he had arriv-
ed at a well-thought-out decision.

That evening at dinner, just as the
gamg course had been removed, Mrs.
Redgrave said, “Oh, Gilbert, I had a
little tiff with cook this morning, and
I spoke rather sharply to her. But
as you like her cooking so much, I
think perhaps to-morrow I had bet-
ter tell her that I forgive her.

The next moment the parlourmaid
entered the room with the sweets. Gil-
bert glanced at them and gasped..

They were apple dumplings.

It was a moment of swift decision.
“Don’t hand the dumplings,” he al-
most shouted to the maid. “Put them
on the table and go up to my ward-
robe and feel in my pockets till you
find a telegram, and then bring it to
me."”

The moment the maid had left them,
Gilbert seized the dumplings, tied
them up in his handkerchief, and de-
posited them under the table.

“What are you doing?’ exclaimed
his wife.

“Hush! Not a word before the girl.
Thé new cook is a woman I defended
and saved when she was charged with
putting poison into apple dumplings
because her mistress had reprimand-
ed her.”

“What!” exclaimed Mrs. Redgrave.
J‘Oh, Gilbert, we must get rid of her
at once. We shall all be poisoned in
our beds—I mean in our chairs.”

“Quite so. But you mustn’t send her
away. You must see her this evening
and apologize to her. Raise her wages;
say that we will do everything to make
her happy. Then perhaps we shall be
able to eat in safety until we have

But Gilbert Redgrave had succeeded

proof of her guilt.”
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“It's all right,” he said. “Your mis-
tress_and I adore .apple dumplings.
We always eat them with our fingers,

our.” g
That evening Mrs. Redgrave saw
the cook and apologized for her hasty
words, promised her a rise, and gave
her a dress that she had only wofn
twice and a hat that she had only
WOrn once.

“I'm so glad you liked those apple
dumplings, ma’am,” said the cook,
gratefully. “Apple dumplings are a
speciality of mine.”

“Yes,” replied her mistress, with a
ghastly attempt at a smile. “But den't

o ]mnke us any more just yet. You see,

Mr. Redgrave likes them so much that
he may be tempted to eat more than
is good for him.”

“Oh, ma'am,” replied the cook, “you
needn’t be afraid. There was very
little of anything that will hurt you
in them.”

Mrs. Redgrave reported cook’s reas-
suring remark to her husband, but the
“very little of anyhing that will hurt
you” increased his alarm.

“Great Scott!” he exclaimed, “she
was going to do it by degrees this
time in order to escape’ detection!
Thank goodness you. apologized to
her. Tell her she can have the use of
the drawing-room twice a week to en-
tertain her friends. We must make it
worth her while to spare our lives
till we have a good and sufficient rea-
son for dismissing her and refusing
to give her a character. I may find in
these dumplings. I know the Home Of-
fice expert personally. I shall take the
dumplings to his private address in
the morning and ask him to analyse
them.”

At half-past nine the next morning
Gilbert Redgrave walked out of his
housé with a cardboard box under his
arm. The cardboard box contained the
dumplings.

At the end of the road he hailed a
passing taxi, gave the man an address
in Harley Street, and told him to drive
to. it 3

In Harley Street, Gilbert Redgrave
alighted, and handed the man his
fare. The man drove away and the bar-
rister was shown into the ‘consulting
room -of the Home Office expert.

Then in one swift moment he realiz-
ed what had happened. He had left
the cardboard box with the probably
poisoned .apple dumplings in the taxi!
‘With-a cry of horror he flung up his
hands:-and rushed out into the street.

possible consequences were  being
driven about London,'and the dump-
lings might.at any moment be consum-
ed by some innocent discoverer of the
derélict delicacy. :

For a moment the young barrister’s
brain was in a whirl. But suddenly he
saw a chance,

He had not taken the number of the
taxi, but he remembered that it was
a B. & G., and that the dirver was a
middle-aged man with side whiskers.
He remembered the whiskers on ac-
count of their rarity-in London.
Without a moment’s delay he made
his way to the B. & G. garage and saw
the superintendent. The .superintend-
ent knew the driver with the side
whiskers. His face trimmings were so
uncommon that he was knewn by the
name of “Whiskers.”

“ “Whiskers’ is one of the early men
at the stations,” said the superinten-
dent, “so he goes off about two. I'll
give you his address, and yeu’ll pro-
bably find him at home about that
time.”

Gilbert Redgraye reached the taxi
driver’s home shortly after two. He
was too late. The driver, his wife, and
two children, had just finished the ap-

:ple dumplings.

“My good man,” gasped the alarm-
ed advocate, “I have reason to believe
that those dumplings may have been
poisoned! You must all go at once to
the nearest doctor and ask hini to use
the ' stomach pump! Here is the
money.”

He flung two sovereigns on the table,
and fled without giving his address.
The man might be interviewed by the
halfpenney evening
wellknown criminal barrister did not
wish his name to be mixed up with
the affair.. f

Then, hot, excited, and weary, he
made his way home.

Just as he reached his house he saw

;the ctook coming up the area steps.

She bounded towards him. ¢
“Oh, eir,” she cried, “I'm so happy.

ded me; has written to me to say

,that the poison was put into the apple

It's the only way to’get the full flay- |

If the dumplings were poisoned, the
:Dlease her, praise her apple dymp-

pers, and the.

could sift through it.
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ans could come its delicate,

PARIS SYDNEY

crlminnl‘barrister, seized the cook in
his arms and hugged her,

. Six.months later, Mary Stiith Teft
of her own accord. She had taken a
situation in another part of London
in order to be nearer to her young
man, and Mrs. Redgrave gave her a
first-class character.

“She is a splendid cook and worth
studying,” Mr, Redgraye said to the
lady. “If you particularly want to

lings.”

Tragedy.

It has been decided on the higher

the Court of King’s Bench in Mani-
toba has the authority to grant di-
vorces. Within a short time after the
decision was published over eleven

court, nearly all of them from return-
ed soldiers. This increase in the
number of - divorce applications is
one of the sad sides of the war. There
has been much talk, no doubt a good
deal of it merely gossip, about the
way many young married women were
behaving in the absence of their hus-
bands overseas. The applications for

most direct wholesale evidence which
has yet come out concerning the mat-
ter. War is now and has ever been
demoralizing to the whole commun-
ity and has carried in its train many
tragedies that were not of the battla-
fleld. About the lowest concejvable
type of human being is the woman
who, while her husband

tle, brings disgrace upon his name
at home. Nothing could be lower in
the human secale, nothing more com-
pletely putresdent, no evil with less
excuse than ; an offense in fact
which calls for special legislation,
with special and severe punishments,
It is to be hoped, however, that the
great majority of the thousand pet-
itioners for divorce in Manitoba will
find their suspicions unjustified by
the facts, and that the leering gossips
will be found out as those who have
not scrupled to give false witness
against . their neighbour. We have
too much faith in Canadian woman-

My former mistress, the one I was ac~| *%
| cused of poisoning when yon o nobly

M{‘ 1 is to
quietus to this

Judicial authority in the Empire that |

hundred applications were before the!

divorce in the Manitobaan court is the.
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