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should no longer be held as heretofore by the senior mneiber of that body, but thit his
successor shiould be appointed directly by the CroWn, and·tliat he should- be a inenber of
the Executive Council, holding his.office upon the same slifting tenure as other mnemîîbers
or the Governient.

The recommendation thus inade was en.forced by thc argument that such a change had
already been made in Canada, and in the adjoining Province of Nova Scotia.

It is truc that in Canida such a systeni was adopted upon paper ; but ·it was, the Lieu-
tenant Governor believes, never carried into practice, and lias now been abandoned in favor
of another mode of selection.

As regards the practice of Nova Scotia, the Lieutenant Governor believes that sonie
isconception niust have arisen, fromt the faet that the President of the Legislative Council

is thero appointed by the Crown, and that he was, in 1855i a uieniber o*f thé Executive
Council,-but ho is not so. at the present tiine, nor is the tenure of his office aflected by
politicalichanges.

N Xaturally desirous to assimtilate.the system pursued in New Bruiswick with that of the
adjoining Provinces, the late Lieutenant tovernur recoiniended that the-Qucen should be
advised to comply with the request of the Executive Cop cil; and on the 4th May 1855,
in a Dcspatch addressed to the Honorable J. IL. T. Manders-Sutton, Lord John Russell, as
Sccretary of State for the Colonies, conveyed ler Maje tys sanction to the proposal.

No appointmnent lias yet taken place unîder the new ystmcii. The gentlemuan who held
the oflice of President in 1855 still continues to holdl it, though the state of his health
renders it probable that he may shortly desire to reling 4ish tie duties of his office.

Meaiiwlile the Canadian Governnent has again altered the rule by which the Speaker
of the Upper Itouse is chosen in that Province, and the Executive Council of New Bruns-
wick appear to have becoine alive to the objections that ýnay be urged agailst the proposal
of 1855.

The Exceutive Council are now of opinion that it wodid be undesirabletô act upon.the
perission contained in Lord. John Russell's Despatchi of M1ay 4, 1855, and they have
requeste1 the Secretary of State to consider a fresh propo.ýpl to the effect that the President
of the Législative Council should be choseu by the Legishitive Council itself; and that, like
the Speaker of the IIouse of Assembly, he should at the commencement of every new
Parliament be elected by the unenbers of the bodj over which he is to preside. The plan
thus recoiuended is identical with that now pursued in Canada.

Tlis suggestion appears to the Lieutenant G overnor to be frcc frou nany of-the objections
applying to that of 185j,-nor is lie inclined to offer any opposition to the principle of
allowing the appointnieu to be made by the Legislative Council, subject, of course, to 11er
Majesty's gracious approval. In the recomnendation that the office should be held only
duringa single P1arliament, the Lieutenant Governor is not, however, disposed to concur.-

In such a country as this,.a tendency to frequent changes is naturally strong. It could
hardly be otherwise in a State where there are ne Institutions which, fr.om their antiquity
and their inherent dignity, clain an involuitar' respect, and where, consequently, the nost
mnaterial alterations nay be effected without shocking traditional prejudice, or doing violence
to long established habits. Under sueh circunstances it appears to the Lieutenant Governor
to be unwise, without urgent necessity, to weaken any of those eleients of stability which
are to 'b found in the shifting niaterials of which Colonial society is conpùsed. Oùe of
the iost essential distinctions of the Legislative. Council, if the Lieutenant Governor
unrderstands it aright, is its permanent eharacter, as opposed to the changing nature of the
House of Assenbly. It is obvious that a frequent change in the person of its President
is a dimninution of this-as it appears to the Lieutenant Governor-valuable element in
its composition.

It is true-and it does credit to their mroderation and publie. spirit-that, in the event of
the adoption of the plan now sugge§ted, the Executive Council propose, in the first instance,
toa bstain fron the introduction of political considerations into the election which must
follow. It is also titre, that soute influential me mbers of the Governument have assured the
Lieutenant Governor, that they bave no desire to see frequent changes in the Chair of the
Legislative Council, and indeed would deplore such'a result of the present proposal. But
unless the Lieutenant Governor is very muuch utistaken, the pressure of claimants for what
would be looked upon as a fhir share of office, would, in a short tiiue, whatever were the


