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Englifh fuFficiently to give:orders in that language refpeâing the work-
ing of any fhip or veffel that he nay be employed to pilot.-2o. That,
at prefent, there are fourteen Pilots Apprentices of this defcriprion, fe-
veral of whom will undergo an.examination in the Spring, and moft of
the others have made their voyages to Europe, and ferved three or four
years apprenticefhip ; and that, in ordei to becorne fkilled in the pro-
fefion, they rifk their lives and liberty, and in proof of which, there
are two of them prifoners in France.-3 0 - That the whole of the Pilots
Apprentices have piloted 'veffels to the Poit of Quebec, during ail laft
Summer, feveral of them to the number of fixteen and feventeen vef.
fels, and not a fingle inifance can be fhown where any accident has hap.
pened by their ignorance or ill condud.- 4o. That if Mafters of Vefiels,
Coafling Pilors, or Seafaring Men, are licenced, many of the Pilots Ap.
prentices, although very fkilful, and who have ferved two years appren.
ticefhip, already talk of quitting the profeffion. of Pilot, and their maf-
ters or patrons will confent to it, for, in that cafe, the number of Pilots
will be too numerous.-The Petitioners further take the liberty to
Rate the inconveniencies which will refult from the pafling of a Bill to
qualify or licence Mafters of Veffels, Coafting Pilots, or Seafaring Men,
to a& as Branch Pilots-io. Thar in cafe th Baltic fhould be open to
commerce, it is very doubtful whether more than thirty or forty veffels,
out of a hundred which now corne to Canada, would ther frequent this
Port ; in which cafe, the number of forty-eight Pilots -would even then
be great -20 That it would be very prejudicial to the navigation of
the River Saint Lawrence, by giving Pilot Branches to Mafters of Vef-
tels, Coafting Pilots, and Seafaring Men ; and further, thefe perfons,
not having contributed to the Pilots Fund, might, in a fhort time, claim
the advantages granted to Pilots, their Widows and Children, and there-
by exhauft the Fund which is deftined for their ufe.-3o. That thefe
Mafters of Veffels, Coafting Pilots, or Seafaring Men, not having any
limits fixed, might go where they pleafe, and meet fhips and veflels at
Sea, and thereby injure the Pilots of this Harbour, who are limited,
under a penalty of ten pounds currency, to remain and wait at Faiher
Poinf.- 4 °- Thar the greater part, and almoft ail, the Mafters of Coaft.
ing Vefiels, are not able and are ignorant even how to give the orders
in fquare rigged veffels, frorn the great difference which exifts between
the working and the command ; and that the Pilot& Apprentices are not

acquainted


