eight States, Illineis, Indiana, lowa, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio and Wisconsin, includ-
ing ponds, lakes, bogs, &c., sum up a little over
918,000,000, of which 285,000,000 are said to be
capable of being put under cultivation, and one--
sixth only of this immense area is as yet culti-
vated. Were there 285,000,000 of acres occupied
by farms and distributed between improved and
unimproved acres, as all the farms in the country
are, and on fhe sume average, the increase in
amount under cultivation would not be over two -
Mm‘-;lﬂ.“mmmhnhﬂ
every farm recéived the attention which the
-| farmers of the West are now giving to their lands,
* % 1 at best, the amotmt under the plongh and under
farming eare could not be increased more than
two and a half per cent. Every farm embraces
certain portion of waste, pasture, or what is called
unimproved land. Taking all the farms of the
United States, of land enclosed and cultivated, we
find that the improved portion is a little over
163,000,000 of aeres, while the unimproved por-
tion of such farms is a little over 240,000,000, or
for two parts under cultivation, three parts are
unimproved. It should be considered further,
that -a large portion of this land stretches away
beyond the line where it is possible to raise even
corn. In fact, let the West do its utmost, let its
States be fully populated, and let every acre that is
capable of being occupied and put under ordi-
nary farming management, be taken in it cannot,
within the next half century, develop its produc-
tion of wheat and corn beyond the present rate
more than one hundred per cent. In 1860, the
United States prodiced 173;000,000 bushels of
wheat, or 5§ bushels to each inhabitant. The
Western States produced 102,250,000, or 10
bushels to each inhabitant ; the Middle States
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A VERY interesting discussion took place in the
Constitutional Convention, now in session at
Albany, on a proposition to_enlarge the Erie
canal. As the canal now stands it hds fifty-seven
double and fourteen single locks, one hundred and
_ | ten feet long by ecightéen feet wide, and is muvi-
gated by canal boats, minety-seven feet long and
seventeen and ome half feet wide, which draw
o | five to six feet of water and carry two hundred
tons. It has been recommended that the ¢anal
should be enlarged so that the locks-would admit
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boats two hundred feet long and twenty feet wide,
carrying a cargo of five or six hundred tons.
Those who advocate the enlargement do so on the
- | ground (among others) that it will cause a great
incredse of tonnage passing through the canal and
give an adequate outlet to the ever increasing
product of the Western States. This has been
met by an able argument that discloses facts of
the greatest interest to all concerned in the var-
ious highways tothe ocean. One of the delegates,
Mr. Conger, treated the subject in & manner well
calculated to attract serious attention to the re-
sults of his research. Without accepting his
conclusions as final, or his figures as unimpeach-
able, we must admit that it will be a difficult
matter to controvert many of his statements.

" By his calculation, it appears that the Erie Canal

30,500,000, or 3§ to eaclr inhabitant ; the Pacifie
States 7,660,000, or 13 8-9ths to each inhabitant ;
and the New England States about 1,000,000, or
abotit 11} quarts to each inhabitant. From pre-
sent indications, the question in regard to the
supply of cereals, especially of wheat, is not
entirely to be determined by the production of
the Western States, or the facilities for the trans-
mission of the products of their farms to the
seaboard. Of the 1,254,000,000 bush.ls of grain
of all sorts’ produced in the United States in 1860,
the Western States yielded 674,000,000, the
Middle States 208,000,000, the Southern States
348,000,000, the New England States 25,000,000,
while the State of New York produced 79,000,-
000. In ten years, from 1850 to 1860, the
increase in proportion to the population, taking

it
¥

the Btates and Territories together, of the amount
of grain produced was only eighty-seven hun-
dredth of a bushel to each individual. Therefore,
even if population increase, if farms be multi-
plied, if the work of cultivation go on, unless
the increase from 1860 to 1870 be much more
rapid than from 1850 to 1860, a very small frac-
tion of a bushel will represent the extra gain in
the cultivation of grain. But there is anothe~
important: consideration—the home consumption
is increasing. Thirty-one millions of people have
to be fed, and eighty-nine millions of domestic
animals have to be provided for, and as the yield
increases, the home demand keeps pace with it.

tonnage from the Western States increased ninety-
nine per cent. from 1852 to 1861. In fact, from
1822 to 1864 the per centage of increase varied
so little, that an increase of a half per cent. over
ninety-nine per cent. is all that can be made out.
He estimated, therefore, that from 1866 to 1884,
allowing the same average rate, the period em-
braced will show only one hundred and one per
cent. of increase. He then undertook to correet,
what he called, the remarkable statements which
appear in reports regarding the capacity of the
great West for the production of food. Thesum
total of all the acres in the United States some-
what exceeds 1,570,000,000. The acres in the
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a serious drawback to its
of view.—Montreal Witness.
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