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Navtoatiob or the Lowe* Sr. Unnct— 
The Quebec CknmieU of Wednesday contain, «a 
ably written letter oa tteabove .object» Thewritw 
lav. that “ he doe* not beliere in the navigation of 
the Golf and River during the whole winter months : 
but he contends that it could he kept open later m 
the year and opened earlier, so a* to be dosed for no 
longer penod annually than about two months. 
™Wby," he asks, very fairly we would say, "ahotid 
our ocean steamers, or our steamers plying with tiie 
Low Porta, cease their regular trip* in the tittsr 
end of October, or early in November, when sailing 
vessels are seen every year, wtyh very few accident* 
comparatively, navigating the River and Gulf of 8t 
Lawrence as lata as December P* '

The writer then goes on to aay :
“1 mast here note that it la a known fact, gener- 

alDy admitted by every experienced seamen in the 
Lower St Lawrence, that their is no salt water ice 
formed in the Gulf before the month of January, to 
impede aavigatiou in the least Bat let as sappoae 
that the fresh water ice about or below Quebec in 
December, might be in some seasons an impediment 
to steamers going ap beyond the Traverse ; why 
ihiald they aot run to and from Hher dn Loup, or 
thereabout*, after a fixed period, my the first of 
December ; and there land mails, passengers end 
tight freight, if it was found impracticable for heavy 
freight which evea dispensed with at that season of 
the year, would be of very tittle importance, at least 
for the first few years, until the object in view would 
be attained, and experience would have suggested 
improved means of supplying the wmte of trade."

Betting these opinion, the CknmM/t correspon­
dent is, or course, anxious to have their correctness 
tasted. The manner in which he pun*»** to have 
this done ie as follows :

“ I would then suggest that one of the Government 
boats, such as the Lady Bead, End one of the Gulf 
Ports 8. 8, Company’s boats, say the Gtupt, (both 
being arrow boats), should be chosen for the purpose. 
After the fifteenth of November, the Government 
might double the postal allowance to the Oospe, to 
enable the Company to pay the extra charge that 
would be made for insurance at that season ; or else 
have the-boat insured at the charge of the Province. 
These two boats might ply weekly till the first of 
December between Quebec and Pictnu, each going the 
ordinary route they have followed this summer.

' After the first of December, should there be too 
muck lee about Quebec, they might ply between 
River du Loup and Pictnu, and this without any 
inconvenience, as, for the first year, they should he 
expected to take very little freight, if any, in these 
late trips ; and consequently could take in at Pictnu 
coals for the round trip. As to their ports of calling 
between River du Loup and Pictou, I do not know of 
aay reason why they could not land mails and paseen- 
gers, at some point" outside the harbors, if they could 

• hot get to the very wharves, inside the rivers. The 
\ast trip of both boats would be down to Pictou, of 

course, and from thence to Halifax, where they should 
remain during the winter, or perhaps be employed 
to some other purpose by the Government.

“ In the ensuing spring, the first boat could leave 
Halifax, my about the fifteenth of March, for the 
first year ; and having to enter the Gulf by St. Paul's, 
might make a straight course for Haie dee Chaleurs, 

. raffing at the Mfigdalen Islands to land mails, which, 
for that purpose, might be sent to Halifax during 
the winter ; and â|eo pick up the unfortunate sailors, 
who, being wrecked on those Islands every fall, have 
to spend there a long and dreary winter. The Baie 
des Chaleurs and Bay of Gaspe, 1 am positive the 
steamers would find sufficiently clear of ice to land 
mails and passengers outside "the harbors, at some 
point at the entrance of the bays.

“ The boats could follow this route to River du 
Loup without any groat difficuly for the first few 
trips, or at least "till about the fifteenth of April, 
after which they could undoubtedly roach Quebec, if 
not before, end this the/can always ascertain by 

. telegraph at Father Point."
' Whether the correspondent be right or srrung in 

his views, there can be no doubt whatever as to the 
importance of the subject of which he treats. It is 
to be hoped the matter may receive the attention of 
the Government, for even where the Intercolonial 
Railroad completed, the expense of carrying freight 
ovsr it between Halifax and QueW must always he 
a serions drawback to its utility in a commercial point 
of view.—Montreal Witaeu.
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The “Cameron Mining Company" have complied 
with the formalities of t£* Joint Stock Co. Art.

A VEST interesting discussion took piece in the 
Constitutional Convention, now in ] weelbn at 
Albany, on a proposition to enlarge the Erie 
canal. As the canal How stands it has fifty-seven 
double and fourteen single locks, one hundred and 
ten feet long by eighteen feet wide, and ie me 
gated by canal boats, ninety-seven feet long and 
seventeen and one half feet wide, which draw 
five to six feet of water and carry two hundred 
tons. It has been recommended that the canal 
should be enlarged so that the lockrwonld admit 
bouts two hundred feet long and twenty feet wide, 
carrying a cargo of fife or six hundred tons. 
Those who advocate the enlargement do so on the 
ground (among others) that it will cause * greet 
increase of tonnage passing through the canal and 
give an adequate outlet to the ever increasing 
product of the Western States. This has been 
met by an able argument that disclose* (acte of 
the greatest interest to all concerned in the var 
ions highways to the ocean. One of the delegatee, 
Mr. Conger, treated the subject in a manner well 
calculated to attract serious attention to the re­
sults of his research. Without accepting hi* 
conclusions as final, or his figures as unimpeach 
able, we most admit that it will be a difficult 
matter to controvert many of his statements.

By his calculation, it appears that the Erie Canal 
tonnage from the Western States increased ninety- 
nine per cent from 1852 to 1861. In (act, from 
1822 to 1864 the per centage of increase varied 
so little, that an increase of a half per cent over 
ninety-nine per cent is all that can be made out 
He estimated, therefore, that from 1866 to 1884, 
allowing the same average rate, the period em­
braced will shew only one hundred and one per 
cent of increase. He then undertook to correct, 
what he called, the remarkable statements which 
appear in reports regarding the capacity of the 
great West for the production of food. Thnsum 
total of all the acres in the United States some­
what axeeeda 1,670,000,000. Tbs sent in the

eight States, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio and Wisconsin, includ­
ing ponds, lakes, bogs, Ac., sum up a little over 
MS,000,000, of which 286,000,000 are mid to ho 
capable of being put under cultivation, and one- 
sixth only of this immense area is ae yet culti­
vated. Were there 286,000,000 of acres occupied 
by farms and distributed between imiTuvrd and 
unimproved acres, as all the larme in the country 
are, and on the same average, the increase in 
amount under cultivation would not be over two 
peri cent. ; and, if every acre were in a farm, ami 

farm received the attention which the 
farmers of the West are now giving to their lands, 
at beet, the amount under the plough and under 
farming care could not be increased more than 
two and a half per cent Every farm embraces a 

. rtiiin portion of waste, pasture, or what is called 
unimproved land. Taking all the farms of the 
United States, of land enclosed and cultivated, we 
find that the improved portion ie » little over 
163,060,000 of aerm, while the unimproved p<w- 
tiou of such farms is a little over 240,000,000, or 
for two parts under cultivation, three parte are 
unimproved. It should be considered farther, 
that -• large portion of this land stretches away 
beyond the line where it ie possible to raise even 
com. In fact, let the West do its utmost, let its 
States be fully populated, and let every acre that is 
capable of being occupied end put under ordi­
nary farming management, be taken in it cannot, 
within the next half.century, develop its produc­
tion of wheat and corn beyond the present rate 
more than one hundred per cent In 1860, the 
United States produced 173;000,000 bushels of 
wheat, or 54 bushels to each inhabitant The 
Western States produced 102,250,000, or 16 
bushels to each inhabitant ; the Middle 8tatea 
30, $< mi, 000, or 3J to each* inhabitant ; the Pacific 
States 7,660,000, or 13 8-9th* to each inhabitant ; 
and the New England States about 1,000,000, or 
about 111 quarts to each inhabitant From pre­
sent indications, the question in regard to the 
supply of cereals, especially of wheat, is not 
entirely to be determined by the production of 
the Western States, or the facilities for the trans­
mission of the products of their farms to the 
seaboard. Of the 1,254,000,000 buahvls of grain 
of all sorts produced in the United States in I860, 
the Western States yielded 674,000,000, the 
Middle States 208,000,000, the Southern Stslm 
348/000,000, the New England States 25,000,000, 
while the State of New York produced 79,000,- 
000. In ten yeur% from 1860 to 1860, the 
increase in proportion to the population, taking 
the States and Territories together, of the amount 
of grain produced waa only eighty-seven hun­
dredth of a bushel to each individual. Therefore, 
even "if population increase, if farms be multi­
plied, if the work of cultivation go on, unices 
the increase from 1860 to 1870 be much more 
rapid than from 1850 to 1860, a very small frac­
tion of a bushel will represent the extra pin in 
the cultivation of grain. But there ie auotin.' 
important consideration—the home consumption 
is increasing. Thirty-one millions of people have 
to be fad, and eighty-nine millions of domestic 
enimale have to be provided for, and aa the yield 

the home demand keeps pace with it
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