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GROWERKS

GUIDE December 21, 1910

The -‘Farmer's Platform -

The following are the Resolutions Unanimously Passed by the Great Farmers’

Convention at Ottawa on Dec. 15, and Presented to

Sir Wilfrid Laurier on Dec. 16

THE TARIFF RESOLUTION

The tariff demands of the organized farmers of Canada mads
to Sir Wilfrid Laurier on Friday last were in the following words

““This delegation, representative of the agricultural interests of
Canada, desire to approach you upon the question of the bearing of
the Canadian customs tariff

“We come, asking no favors at your hands. We bear with us

no feeling of antipathy towards any other line of industrial life. We

welcome within the limits of Canada’s broad domain every legitimate

~of

industrial but in view of the [fact that

form enterprise

the further progress and development of the agricultural industry
is of such vital importance to the general welfare of the state, that
all other Canadian industries are so dependent upon its success, that

its constant condition forms the great barometer of trade, we consider

its operations should no longer be hampered by tariff restrictions

““And in view of the favorable approaches already made through

President Taft and the Ameri

an U nment | towards more

sKing

friendly trade relations between Canada and the United States this

memorial takes form as follows

“1., That we strongly favor reciprocal Free Trade between
Canada and the United States in horticultural, agricultural and
animal produets, spraying materials, fertilizers, illuminating, fuel and
lubricating oils, cement, fish and lumber

‘2. Reciproeal free trade between the two countries in a
agricultural implements, machinery, velhicles and parts of each ol
these; and, in the event of a favorable arrangement being r hed
it be earried into effect thrgpugh the independent action of the res)
tive Governments, rather than by the hard and fast requir nis of
a treaty

“3. We also favor the principle of the British preferential
tariff, and urge an immediate lowering of the duties on all Britis
goods to one-half the rates charged under the general tariff schedule
whatever that may be; and that any trade advantages given the United
States in reciprocal trade relations be e to Great Britain

‘4. For such further gradual reduction of the remaining pref

I !

ential tariff as will ensure the establishment of complete fr trade
between Canada and the Motherland within ten years

““5. That the farmers of this country are willing to face direet
taxation in such form as may be advisable to make up the revenu
required under new tariflf conditions

“Believing that the greatest misfortune which can befall any
country s to have its peoj huddied together in great centres of
population, and that the bearing of the present customs tariff has
the tendency to encourage that condition, and realizing also that in
view of the constant movement of our peos away from the farms
the greatest problem which pres If 1o Canadian § e toda
s the I-rumrm of retaining ir ) w ! sO| Wy }

dasured of the justice of our petition

“Trusting this memorial may ¢ t your fa ! nstderat
and that the substance of its prayer be granted th a .
despatch
On behalf of the Canadian Cour f Agriculturs
Sgd D. W, McCUAIG, Pres ot
Sgd E. C. Drury. Secretary
The other resolutions presented to the government were as f ¥ n
HUDSON BAY RESOLUTION
“Whereas, the necessity of the Hudson Bay railway as the
natural and the most economic outlet for placing the products of the

Western prairies on the European market has

been empl
the Western people for past generation

““And whereas, the Dominion government has ree |
and importanee of the Hudsbn Hay rallway and has r
1o s immediate construction, and has provided the te

sntirely from the sale of Western lands
“And whereas the ehis

Bay railway will be a

redu

due to actual eompetition, which eould be secured only through govern-

ment ownership and operation of the Hudson Bay railway ;

‘“And whereas, anything short of absolute public ownership and

operation of the Hudson Bay railway will defeat the purpose for
which the road was advoeated, and without which it would be in
the interests of Western Canada that the building of the road should
be deferred; .

*““Therefore, be it resolved that it is the opinion of this convention
that the Hudson Bay railway and all terminal facilities connected
therewith should be ¢onstructed, owned and operated in perpetuity
by the Dominion government under an independent commission.”

TERMINAL ELEVATOR RESOLUTION
“Whereas, we are convineed that terminal elevators as now
operated are detrimental to the interests of both the producer and
consumer, as proved by recent investigation and testimony of important
interested bodies, we therefore request that the Dominion government
acquire and operate as a publie utility under an independent commis
sion the terminal elevators of Fort William and Port Arthur, and
immediately establish similar terminal facilities and conditions at the
Pacific and provide
also and

juality of export grain.”’

ame at ludson Bay when necessary;

elevators

Coast the &

such transfer other necessary to safeguard the

BANK ACT RESOLUTION

‘Whereas, it is generally believed that the Bank aet, forming, as
it does, the charter of all Canadian banks for a ten year term, by its
present phrasing prevents any amendment involving curtailment of
their rs enjoyed by virtue of the provisions of such charter, be
it resolved : That this Ottawa convention of gates desire that the
new Uank act be so worded as to permit et to be amended at

any time and in any particular

CO.OPERATIVE SOCIETIES' RESOLUTION

s, that in the

ent macl

Resol

opinion of this convention it is desirable
mnery

Ap for the incorporation of erative

0-0

ties should be

sessiom of

BOC b provided by Federal legislation during the present

parliament

FARMERS' ORGANIZATION

members of this convention hereby pledge

: 1 wread {
on and spreading of

That the

to promote the

themselves

consolidat farmers’ organizations

throughuut every provinee of Canada."’

CHILLED MEAT INDUSTRY

i ne ensary
o | t e . -
works and operate ting ar

AlN
We suggest t » government
as a pul tin ers through
the g r nt the Tunds
nescasary to fvat fs lual repay
t of these Tut el passing
rough the ayst make Canada
f1 st pr the world.'
The organ the Railway act be ame
s0 that the rail i ed 1o bear a fair slu
the responsit Y
1. That the principle of fixing the tariffs in accordance with
th smpetition of other roads or the density of traflle or volume of
business handled be disallowed
2. That a true physical valuation be taken of all railways
Canada, this valuation to be used as a basis of fixing the
information to be available to the pul
: That the Board of Railway Commissioners he given
pirisdiction 1o these matters as well as in all other matters ¢
etween the railways and the people. nd to enable t} to do

m

aw e more

carly defined




