
302 CAN ADI AN CHURCHMAN. lMa>’ ^th, lego.

the small stream wound through a 
meadow, shaded by trees, and there 
were beautiful flowers and ferns grow
ing on the banks, and here and there 
a fruit tree bent its branches so low 
over the water that the fruit was with
in easy reach.

“ Dorothy was so intently watching 
the silver spray of a fountain that 
sprang up among the moss and wild 
roses, that she did not notice she had 
turned her boat, she did not mean to 
turn it, but the little boat was so easily 
moved and the stream so shaded, one 
hardly noticed the turn. But very 
soon the pleasant stream changed and 
ran in quite a different direction from 
the broad, straight river.

“ I don’t think Dorothy even knew 
that the river had divided, or that the 
beautiful dove had beaten its wings as 
if sorry when the boat turned, and now 
kept fluttering over and around as if 
to try to make her see it, and when 
she did not, look so sadly down on her. 
Since turning into the pleasant wind
ing stream she did not notice the dove 
as she had done before, and 1 was 
afraid it would leave the boat and 
Dorothy.

“ As she gathered her arms full of 
large red flowers and ate of the tempt
ing fruit, she forgot to guide her boat. 
I could see the lovely dove far above 
her, with out-spread wings, looking 
sadily down on her, as if it so sorry 
Dorothy had forgotten even to look for 
it. I could see her white dress with 
red flowers fastened on it, and I could 
hear her laughing, but 1 do not think 
she was h°npy.

“ Some green and yellow birds were 
singing gaily on a tree that was laden 
with red apples. Dorothy reached up 
to pick some, and was calling out to 
the bright birds, when oh, as she stood 
with up-stretched arms, not even look
ing to see where her boat was going, 
there came a dreadful crash. I heard 
a cry of pain and fear, and saw Doro
thy fall for the boat had rim against a 
rock with such force it nearly tipped 
over. I am sure it wouW have done 
so but for the dove, who flew on the 
bow and with its outspread wings 
steadied it.

“ Dorothy had been thrown on her 
face in the bottom of the boat, where 
she lay stunned for a moment ; when 
she slowely raised herself l saw she 
was bruised, and her white clothes were 
sadly stained and soiled with the fruit 
and flowers.
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