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OUR ENGLISH LETTER.

REPUBLICAN VICTOBY.

Dear Mb. Editor,—The recent elec­
tions in France have been most disas­
trous for Marshal Macmahon and the 
plotters monarchical and clerical, in 
whose interests he has been so indefat- 
igably working since the famous disso­
lution of the Assembly in May last. 
Their plottings and prosecutions have 
wofullv failed. A strong and united 
Republican majority has been elected, 
aud loud has the wail been at the Va­
tican and elsewhere at the unmistak­
able defeat of the plot to undo the 
great work of liberty in France. The 
struggle is not over, for the Marsha 
is obstinate and powerful. He has de­
clared his intention of remaining in of­
fice, and may possibly attempt some 
new invasion of power over the .new­
ly elected Representatives. Yet the 
will of the nation has been plainly ex­
pressed under circumstances of very 
great difficulty and repression, And it is 
evident that the people of France intend 
to retain and preserve their freedom 
from kings and clerical despotism.

THE BAENARDO ARBITRATION

ense is___ of the removal to Englai
ling borne by a private gentleman, knd 

a most costly undertaking it is proving.
THE LEEDS ANNIVERSARY

so often reported in your columns, year 
after year, has again been held, and 
retained all the fine joyousness and 
splendid liberality of the paet. The 
President of the Conference has taken 
a leading part in these meetings, and 
given ample proof of his power as a 
speaker and his fitness to be* at the 
head of a great Missionary Church, 
as ours has ever proved itself to be. 
If under the Divine blessing, the anni­
versaries throughout the kingdom shall 
prove as successful, the needs of our 
great society for the current year will 
be met by the enlarged contributions 
of our people.

THE WAR

is still being carried on with fierceness 
and undiminished determination on 
both sides. The Russians have of late 
won two or more considerable victories, 
and the tide of battle has turned in 
their favor. They manifest a dogged 
resolve to maintain their footing on 
Turkish territory and to keep at it until 
the enemy shall be thoroughly humiliât 
ed. They are well capable of this, a ^ 
consequently there is no prosper ^ 
peace. The approach of v inter 
not appear to disturb them, r 
Powers of Europe have no d’ 
tointerfere actively for the ♦ ^r^natiou 
of the great struggle. « R ”

Oct. 29, 1877.
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has been a very lengthened affair, and tW
one that has occasioned great sorrow to 
a large circle of earnest Christian 
workers. Dr. Barn ado has for some 
length of time been most indefatigable 
in the work of rescuing poor children 
and providing homes in his orphanages 
and other institutions. Very larp 
sums of money have been committed 
him, and the whole undertaking bag 
been one of overwhelming care a ^ ro. 
sponsibihty for one man. Hia admin­
istration of this very important <tnigt bag 
been severely criticised, gra fe charges 
have been persistently ur.ged, and at 
length an investigation was entered 
Upon, and it has been dragging on for 
long weary months. , The prosecution 
as it may b<s kirmeù, Las been pushed 
to an extreme which bordered on ap­
parent n«novur and revenge^ and the 
Dec tor in Lis defence has made some 
mistakes -which have been not a little 
grievous to his friends. The decisions 
of the arbitrators has at length been 
published, and it is, on all of the more 
grave aud serious charges, a full vin­
dication of the Doctor. The work in 
which he is engaged is pronounced to 
be good, and his institutions are spoken 
of as “ real and valuable charities.” They 
entirely acquit him of dishonest man­
age ment, ma', versât »on,frad ulentattem pts 
to obtain money and ill treatment of the 
children. There has been errors of 
judgment and far too much irresponsi­
ble power in the bands of one man, but 
it is a grdat relief to find that this ia 
the • gravest accusation that can be 
brought, against a prominent and able 
man, foremost m works of active benev­
olence, an<l whose labors have been pro­
ductive of much good.

CLEOPATRA S NEEDLE

so called, has been one of the leading 
subjects of talk and anxiety during the 
last fortnight. This famous Egyptian 
Obelisk which has laid neglected and 
despised, almost buried and lost to 

’ view, has been placed within a craft 
•petially constructed for tfie purpose, 
and was being towed to England, when 
the tidings came of its loss during a 
■torro in the Bay of Biscay, The lives of 
six men were sacrificed in the fierceness 
of the storm and the attempt to recov­
er the vessel, which contained the fa­
nions Obelisk. In a very abort time 
tidings came that the Needle had been 
recovered, and had been towed into a 
Spanish port, where for the present it 
remains waiting a calmer season when 
the attempt to bring it to England will 
■gain be ventured upon. Meanwhile 
there U a protracted controversy as to 
the beat sight for the Obelisk, Wooden 
models have been set up to try the ef-
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fhis is.the third season in 
as lectured at tbe same place 

t and still the great IS Cast a a 
is crowded to hear him. His au- 

jt are of the most refined, cultured 
a, such as seldom if ever, are assembled 

listen to any other lecturer. Ria lec­
tures aie logical, critical, and some of them 
scientific and metaphysical, yet there is a 
great desire to hear them. He deals hard 
blows on the skeptical and free-thinking 
class, but they would hear every word he 
says. His abstrusest definitions and moat 
profound processes of reasoning are gofr 
off with witty, incisive strokes, and bits of 
poetry, and what from most other men 
would be dry and uninteresting, is listen 
ed to from him with the deepest interest. 
His power over an audience is wonderful 
He is accomplishing a great work for 
Christianity, and he should have the 
prayers of the universal Church of Christ 
for his success. His lectures are publish­
ed in whole or in part by a large number 
of papers, secular and religious, and are 
read by more people than any others ever 
delivered in this country.

Messrs. Moody and Sanky are moving 
on in their work. They propose to visit 
the principal cities and towns of New 
Ed gland, have commenced their work in 
Vermont, and spent the month of Octo­
ber in that State ; November is to be given 
to New Hampshire, and then the other 
States will be visited as time and opportu­
nity permit. Thus far their labors have 
been attended with great success. An in­
fluence goes oat from them that is felt 
widely, producing a deep, earnest religious 

.interest.
The International Bible Lessons are 

largely instrumental in bringing about a 
change of Sabbath services in our church­
es. Many of onr churches now devote the 
forenoon to the Sunday school and Bible 
study, the pastor taking a prominent part 
in the service. The sermon for the day ia 
in the afternoon, and in the evening a 
social meeting is held under the direction 
of the pastor, but the time to be improved 
principally by the members of the church. 
There is now a strong tendency m the 
churches to this arrangement, but to make 
it successful much depends on the inter 
eat taken in it by the pastor. At present 
we regard it as an experiment ; what the 
result will be remains to be seen.

The General Board of Missions of the 
M. E. Chare» has been in session for some 
time in New York. This Board consist­
ing of clergymen and laymen, have the 
general oversight of the laissons of the 
Church, flying the amount to be received 
by each mission, and apportioning the
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The Messrs. Harpers announce a new 
work on Egypt, entitled, “ The Khedive?» 
Egypt ; or the Old House of Bondage un 
der new masters,” by Edwin l)e Leon. It 
will be fully illustrated, and contains a 
large amount of information as to a 
people and country respecting which there 
is considerable interest at the present 
time. “ The Origin of the World, accord­

ing to Revelation and Science,” by J. W, 
Dawson, LL. D . F. R. S-, F. G. S., will 
attract more than ordinary attention for 
its great ability, vast research, and con­
vincing arguments. It treats on a subject 
of great importance and is a most valuable 
contribution to the cause of science and 
religion. They have issued the first num­
ber of the fifty-sixth volume of their 
Monthly Magazine, and if I should say it 
was improving still, I should not go be­
yond the truth. For the number of its 
illustrations, ability, and the wide range 
of topics discussed, it is without a rival 
Its circulation exceeds largely that of any 
other monthly of the country, and is in­
creasing in popylarity. The article en­
titled, “ The Methodist Newspaper,” is 
worth twice the amount charged for the 
work for a year.

Messrs. IL O. Houghton & Co., of the 
“ Riverside Press, are issuing a number 
of valuable works, among which are the

Poetic Interpretation of Nature,” by J. 
0. Sharp, at present the Professor of 
Poetry at Oxford. This is a charming 
work, beautiful in style, admirable in 
design, rich in matter, pure and elevating 
in spirit. “ Studies in Poetry and Phil­
osophy,” consisting of essays upon Coler­
idge, Keble, and Wadsworth, and whoever 
reads it once will want to read it the sec­
ond time. Their edition of the “British 
Poets,” is most welcome to all readers of 
poetry—most beautiful in mechanical ex­
ecution. Their Atlantic Monthly, is the 
leading literary monthly of the country, 
and is filled with articles of great value, 
from the ablest writers of the times 

The Eclectic Magazine, consisting of the' 
best articles from the foreign periodicals, 
is a monthly of great value, and has be­
come one of the monthly Magazines of 
the country. Its articles are wisely 
selected and generally read. Few, if any, 
of the Magazines, are so rich and instruc­
tive as the Eclectic. You get in it the 
pith and largely the substance ol the 
English periodical, literature. Rev. W. 
H. Bid well, long its editor, greatly ex*

literature. In it you have a view of 
foreign thought, which seems to place 
you in the company of the most distin­
guished writers and scholars of the old 
world.Observer.

GRBENSPOND, BON a VIST A BAY, 
NEWFOUNDLAND.

October, 20ÜS1877.

FINANCIAL. v
The prospects are very gloomy, as the 

fishery has been a failure in this part of 
the Bay. It is generally thought that the 
approaching winter will be very trying to 
the poor people, who have nothing pro­
vided for the long, dreary winter.

SPIRITUAL.
There are cheering signs in some set­

tlements of a goed work. Our congrega­
tions are gradually on the increase, and 
the people appear very attentive. We are 
having an open door and success, where 
formerly onr predecessors had but little. 
We bear the Macedonian crÿ— 
“ Come over and help us.” There is one 
settlement where our missionaries have 
never preached the gospel; like the 
eunuch, they are inquiring for the light, 
they read, but cannot comprehend its 
meaning. They have for many years at­
tended to certain rites and ceremonies, 
but sin remains. We purpose visiting 
them as early as possible.

church erection.
On account of the poor times, we have 

not been able to make that progrees with 
Church erection which we had anticipated 
We expect to open the church at Cape 
French next spring, though it will not be 
quite completed. We bare still a debt on 
the Greenspond Chm'cb. The sum of forty 
pounds has been paid for that purpose 
since l came here. We purpose buildiug 
dnrtfcg the winter.

EDUCATIONAL,

Until recently little was done in this 
respect. Mr. Milligan visited several of 
our day schools during the month of July, 
and prompted the people to help on the 
interests of general education. Daring 
that time, we had rather a small attend- 
anèe, as many of the boys and girls were 
called away to assist in the fishery. The 
school bouse and outbuildings at Greens­
pond have been completed. Three school 
houses are ià> course of erection on the 
circuit, and two are to be erected as early 
as possible. We trust, in coarse of time, 
this very extensive circuit will have a sup­
ply of churches and school houses in which 
the children may be taught secular and 
religious knowledge,and the gospel preach­
ed to the increasing population.

SÜNDAY SCHOOLS.
Five Sunday-schools have been kept 

out during the summer. In some places 
there is a lack of teachers and accommo­
dation.

The Sunday-school at Greenspond is 
well attended. We have the names of 130 
children on the books, and wo expect an 
increase of teachers and scholars during 
the winter. A children’s service has been 
held regularly once a quarter, when a ser­
mon was preached and a collection taken 
up in behalf of the school funds.

A few weeks ago, Mr Bemister, of Har­
bor Grace, who has been Suporiutenden* 
dent of Sunday schools 42 years) visited 
the above school and delivered a very 
suitable and interesting address. The 
children were delighted with sneh a dis­
tinguished visit by the Sheriff.

ACCIDENTS AND DEATHS.
We have bad some very startling visi­

tations during the past few v^eeks. Iku. 
John Bowman, who was a consistent mem­
ber of society, was dmwned.

He lived a*life of faith in the Son of 
God, and we trust he died a happy death.

ided byHis funeral was largely attended by mem­
bers of different i eltgious sects.

Oct. 17th, a boy 7 years of age was 
drowned at Greenspond, and vn the 20th 
met., a youth, nearly 16 years of a^e, 
named Martin David Ridont, of Cape 
French, was shot by hia cousin while front 
home hunting birds. His sufferings wei e 
short but very severe. He pray ed earnest­
ly that Jesus might wash his sine away. 
He had received a religious training, and 
had often been the subject of divine con­
victions. It was a great comfort to bis 
afflicted and bereaved father to know that 
bis dear son prayed so earnestly, before 
death. He was buried the following day, 
by the writer. It waa a very distressing 
sight and a time of great sorrow and la­
mentation

Yours, affectionately,
o. Mtxu.

MINISTERIAL PRIVILEGE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY.

The substance of “A Charge," deliv­
ered at the ordination of the Rev. 
Messrs. Freeman and Pratt, in the 
Methodist Church, Carbonear, New­
foundland, on the I9th June, 1877. 
By Rev. C. Stewart, D. D î

Uxab Brethren,—In common with 
the fathers and brethren around me, I 
congratulate you upon attaining the po­
sition which you now occupy. Many 
events in year life, all tending to the 
solemnities of the present occasion, must 
anew excite your devout gratitude to 
Almighty God. Your conviction of einr 
and your conversion to Christ ; your ear­
lier efforts in preaching the gospel, and 
your continued labors during the time of 
your probation, together with such success 
as has been granted to yon in this work, 
demand from you, and from us, expres­
sions of praise to Christ the Lord. But 
especially ye rejoice that you have been 
enabled to' witness a good confession 
before many to-night that yon are pur­
posed to give yourselves wholly to the 
Ministry of the Gospel ; and that in token 
of onr belief in your call to Ibis office, and 
qualification for it, you have now been 
ordained and set apart by prayer and the 
imposition of hands.

As, however, privilege is always attend­
ed by corresponding responsibility, I am 
now called to remind you of the obliga­
tions which have come upon you, and of 
the service required of "you by the Head 
of the Church. For this purpose I crave 
your attention to tho impressive' words 
contained in Acts xx. 28 : “ Take heed 
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers, to feed the Church of 
G*d. which Haiw-jt puyijliisod with Hij^ 
own blood.”

As these words were originally address­
ed to experienced pastors, and were need­
ful to quicken their sense of duties and of 
dangers with which already they must 
have been familiar, you cannot b»t per­
ceive with how much more force they 
must apply to those who, like yourselves, 
are just entering upon this great work. 
If suitable to those who were accustomed 
to the full discharge of the duties of the 
Christian Ministry, and who had been 
favored with Apostolic guidance, a great 
deal more must they be necessary for you, 
who, without such supervisionytre being 
entrusted with the cave of souls, the 
success of the Christian icligion, and the 
glory of Christ ! Look at your relation 
to tbe Church of Christ, as it is defined 
here and elsewhere in the Holy Scriptures.

Holding, as I do, that every word of . 
God ia pure, and that there is a meaning 
and an emphasis in the very terms em­
ployed on this subject—a meaning which 
suobld engage our attention, and to which 
our ultimate appeal should be made—I 
make my appeal to “ tbe words which the 
Holy Ghost touchetli,” in connection with 
the passage before us.

St. Paul culled for “ the elders of the 
church.” This designation is one. of a 
personal character, and forms the basts A 
another which is purqly official. Primar­
ily, it conveys the idea of age, and of the 
experience which age brings with it, and 
which together qualify men for a place of 
authority ia the Church of God. There 
were “ elders " chosen in the time of 
Most s, and the institution, with more or 
less adaptation to the eiienmstances of 
the Jewish people, continued to the time 
of our Lord. From the synagogue to the 
Christian assembly the transition was easy 
and natural ; and so we find in the Acts 
of tbe Apostles that there were eiders, or 
presbyte:3 of tbe Church, just as in the 
Gospels we find that there were elders, or 
presbyters of the Jews. The term then 
denotes those who were appointed to care 
for the Church of Çbrist—those whose 
duty it was to administer the doctrine 
and discipline of the Lord.
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