
m. We view their administration as irre 
gular, so far as they arc concerned.

Where all this authority of Immersionists, to 
make and unmake churches, to prescribe what 
is true iu organization and irregular in admin­
istration,came from it would be difficult to tell. 
Their modesty never pauses to enquire. If 
such things arc taught in the green tree what 
will be done in the dry ? The Central Bap­
tist has exhumed these precious morsels from 
the dead past to let the world see how lar Im­
mersionists are out of joint with the times and 
the spirit of the gospel.

Other Immersiouist papers continue to be 
troubled over Spirit baptisms, always set forth 
in the Bible as a' a pouring out, a shedding 
forth, a falling Upon. The latest experiment 
at an interpretation in harmony with dipping— 
am possible task—has been made editorially in 
the National Baptist. Aristotle would be in­
adequate to the-fcat accomplished by our con­
temporary. He makes the pouring on of the 
Spirit an immersion. We can hardly believe 
it. But the editor so argues. The National 
Baptist can now surely prove that the moon is 
made of green cheese. Try it, brother, lour 
dialectic skill is surely equal to anything else. 
In the meantime we are glad that immersionists 
are examining Spirit baptisms. May the study 
tad them into the simple Bible truth that these 
baptisms are always an affusion and never an 
immersion.

A Baptist “Layman,” “ raised under Bap­
tist influences,” has written in the Ileligious 
Herald some things about close communion 
that, if said by an opponent, would bring down 
upon him a storm of invectives. He says:

“ The numerous articles with which your 
paper is burdened in defence of close commu­
nion, such constant bolstering up, w-ould of it­
self indicate to most readers that the cause is a 
weak one, to say nothing of the reasoning 
which, to plain minds unskilled in metaphysics, 
also seems very weak. The fact is, that though 
many of out old style, rigid brethren hold to 
this practice so tenaciously and defend it so ve­
hemently. there is no plain Scripture to sustain 
their views."

This Baptist layman goes farther, declaring 
that Scripture, so far as it speaks at all qn the 
subject, is “ most pointedly against the close 
communion view.” Passing from close com­
munion, which he. declares to be “ a dangerous 
presumption,” he is good enough to confess 
that • Presbyterians, Methodists and other 
Christian brethren ” are just as honest in their 
belief respecting the question of baptism as 
are the immersionists. Ho adds :

Nine tenths of the Christian world arc against 
us in our strict interpretation of the question 
ol baptism.

This reminds us of Hr. Carson's confession 
that all commentators and lexicographers are 
against the exclusive immersionist theory.

j * * ' l |
years he was a faithful and consistent member j heart by degrees melt into admiration, con- in a Connexional point of view, is most im- allowed with all possible rapidity to perish, and 
of the Wesleyan church. Ilia last illness was fidencc, gratitude and love. We cannot Portant > U °"gbt unquestionably to be re- every lover of Methodism should blush at the 
protracted and painful, yet, sustained by the|„i—,__________________ e without ! “.h*v'DS * firat claim upon the mention of his name.
saving grace of Christ, be piously resigned 
himself into the bands of Him who doeth all 
things well. When asked, shortly before he 
died, it lie did not think it bard that he should 
thus suffer so keenly, he replied, “ O no! for 
what are all iny sufferings heie.

If Lord thou count me meet,
With that enraptured host to appear,
And wor hip at thy feet !”

He anticipated the last conflict with emotions 
ol holy triumph, feeling assured that Christ 
would bring hint off more than conqueror ; and 
bis confidence was not unfounded, for ultimate­
ly, he passed peacefully and happily away to 
wear the victor's crown.

The funeral services were largely attended by 
an extensive circle of relatives and friends, and 
the solemn occasion improved by a discourse 
founded upon 2 Timothy IV, 7-8. Rev. Mi­
chel Pickles taking part in the service.

We commend the Christian widow and four 
sorrowing daughters of the deceased to the 
bountiful care of Him who has said, “ Leave 
thy fatherless children, I will preserve them 
alive ; and let thy widows trust in me.”

L. S. J.
(Jranville Ferry, March KM, 1870.
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closely survey the man of sorrows without 
being compelled to exclaim, as one less ad­
vantageously situated than we, did iu the 
darkness of the old time, truly this man 
was the son of God. But the son of God 
is the Saviour of men.

.1. R. X.

MR. WILLIAM FULTON, JUNR.

A lew months only have passed since I re­
ported through the Wesleyan the death of Ste­
phen Fulton, Esq., the Circuit Steward of the 
Wallace Circuit. I have now to report the 
death of William Fulton, Junr., his brother and 
successor in office. Mr. Fulton, who will long 
be remembered by us as a •• brother beloved,” 
was taken ill in August last. Contrary to his 
own expectation, and to that of some of his 
friends, be so far recovered as to be able to en­
gage with us in the services of one Sabbath, and 
to attend the December Quarterly Meeting. 
His brethren marked his weakness, but hoping 
and praying for his restoration to his usual 
health, unanimously elected him circuit steward 
in the room of his deceased brother. But with 
that meeting his active service ended. Thence­
forth it was the service of “ those who only 
wait" through wearisome days and nights the 
call to depart. Once he remarked to me that 
to serve by active labor- was easier than to 
serve by suffering. Yet he bore his protracted 
sufferings with Christian patience.

Bro. Fulton was brought to God during the 
revival under the labors of W. C. Beals. A 
determination made through the day led him 
to the evening service, and to the communion 
rail, a sincere seeker of salvation through 
Christ. After a heavy struggle, he found 
peace. His earlier Christian experience was 
not without doubts and fears, which at times al­
most deepened into despondency.

Some years later as he sought relief by the 
entire consecration of his body and spirit and 
soul to the Redeemer's service, he proved the 
truth of the promise “ Faithful is he that call- 
eth you, who also will do it.” An earnest ad­
vocate of the doctrine of holiness, he enforced 
by his life what he taught by his lips, and the 
logic of the life and the logic of the lips com­
bined, made him a useful laborer. As a trus­
tee, class-leader, and Sabbath-school teacher, 
he was always at his post. During his long ill­
ness he passed through many severe mental 
conflicts. The struggle [continued to the gate, 
but he overcame through the might of Him who 
trod the winepress alone. We miss him. but 
know that our loss is his infinite gain.

MR. AND MRS. JOHN ANGEVINE OK MA LAGASH, 

tivo of our aged members, have also heard the 
call to depart.

Mr. Angevine, who died near the last of Jan­
uary,experienced religion during the revival un. 
der Mr. Beals. His neighbors—and none are 
better qualified to judge—speak of him as a good 
man. The request to attend his funeral was the 
first intimation I had of bis illness and death. 
The brother who conveyed the request, brought 
tidings of a happy departure.

Mrs. Angevine better known among her 
friends as “ aunt Katie ” was taken ill about a 
week after her husband, and died eight days la­
ter. The illness of both was from inflamation 
of the lungs. Mrs. Angevine belonged to tie 
Treen family one of the old Methodist families 
of Malagash. She was led to Christ by atten­
dance on the class-meeting. I visited her on 
the day of her death and found her happy. 
That evening she asked her children to sing, 
and while they sang she calmly fell asleep 
Jesus. ' I * T. J

Mrs. Mary Card,
R. Enos Card died
S. ,on the loth inst., in 
Her last illness was short

;ed wife of Mr. 
riants Co., N. 

year of her age. 
She was universal-
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SHALL WE HAVE A GENERAL 
CONFERENCE ?

ly beloved by all who knew her.
As a wife she was faithful, so that the “ heart 

of her husband did safely trust in her.
As a mother, she showed fond attachment, 

and great and tender care. As a Christian she 
was cheerful and exemplary. But she was es­
pecially distinguished by her sympathy for the 
suffering, and was ever ready to minister to the 
comfort of the sick and dying. She rests from 
her labour and enjoys her reward.

\ J. Johnson.

Mr. Thomas Jones, of Cl«nentsport, An­
napolis Co., exchanged mortality for eternal 
life, on the 3rd of March, in the seventieth year 
ot his age.

He was a good man, and one that feared God 
and worked righteousness. For more than thirty

CHRIST HIMSELF THE MOST CON- 
EVINCING EVIDENCE OF THE 

TRUTH OF CHRISTIANITY.

The Christian religion is commended to 
the acceptance of mankind by many most 
weighty considerations. Beyond all ques­
tion it is the most perfect system of faith 
and morals ever entertained by man. And 
without doubt were the lives of all men con­
formed to its precepts earth would be but 
another name for paradise. A religion in 
its spirit so pre-eminently excellent, and 
with a tendency so unmistakably celestial 
must be from heaven and of God. From 
heaven it has demonstrably come ; and by 
many signs and wouders its origin is prov- 
ably divine. Yet perhaps to very many 
minds Christ Himself is the strongest argu­
ment in favor of Christianity.

That there was such a personage as 
Jesus Christ is as certain as that there 
were once such men as Alexander, Hanni­
bal and Julius Cæsar. The testimony as 
to his existence within the first forty years 
of the so-called Christian era cannot even 
become the subject of rational disputa­
tion.

It is also undeniable that the four fold re­
cord which we now possess of the sayings, 
the doings and the sufferings of this won­
derful person was written by men who 
knew him well, and was current among 
myriads who were ear and eye witnesses of 
His words and deeds and who were ready 
to attest the sincerity and strength of their 
faith in the truth of that record, or in the 
character and claims of the being described 
therein, by yielding up their lives unto 
death. It is therefore to be assumed that 
Jesus, the son of Mary, appeared to His 
friends to be precisely what He is repre­
sented as being in the four Gospels, and to 
do what the four Evangelists declare He 
did. Making this assumption, so entirely 
justifiab’e by facts, it may be fearlessly en­
quired how Christ is to be accounted for 
except upon the principle that He was that 
which He claimed to be ? Scepticism may 
attempt after its fashion to explain away the 
miracles attributed toHim ; but the sublime, 
the pure, the perfect teaching, and the tran- 
sccndently beautiful life of Jesus cannot be 
explained away. They stand apart unap­
proachable, incomparable. Think of it ; cen­
turies upon centuries have rolled away since 
Jesus breathed His dying prayer upon the 
cross. During that long period the highest 
and strongest minds among the children of 
men have devoted their best energies to the 
investigation of moral truth. Yet after all 
their ponderings and systeinatizings and 
discussions they have not advanced one 
hair’s* breath beyond the Christian philoso­
phy propounded by the reputed son of the 
carpenter of Nazareth to the multitudes 
that crowded the shore of the Sea of Galilee 
to drink in Ilis life awakening words.

hence had this man this wisdom and this 
altogether perfect character, in which no 
man can find a flaw? How came it that 
growing from childhood to mature man­
hood amid the exigencies of lowly daily toil 
iu an obscure, unprogressive Jewish town, 
Jesus at once, after his appearance as a 
public teacher, achieved a reputation, in 
dealing with the most profound and difficult 
of the sciences, far above all Greek, all Ro­
man fame ? No Pharisaism, no Saddu- 
cecism, or ritualism or rationalism of those 
far off Jewish times could have been na­
turally developed into the lofty, all embrac­
ing spiritual religion proclaimed by Jesus. 
Judaism could no more have produced a 
Jesus either in doctrine or character, than 
could the Hottentots produce a Homer, the 
Australian savages an Isaac Newton or the 
Gorillas a Von Moltkc. Whence- -then 
came this wonderful (NyiiHwritSrof ignorant 
bewildered nyas-T'aud whence came the 

us knowledge in which he so vast- 
excelled all not manifestly taught of God ? 

He came, He must have come, from the 
bosom of the Father Almighty, from the 
awful depths of the Deity ; and the wisdom 
with which he was endowed was the wis­
dom of God mauiiest iu the flesh. To this 
conclusion, it seems to us, every reasonable 
.candid enquirer who sits down to the pray­
erful study of the words and deeds cf 
Jesus, must come.

To every man, therefore, distressed by 
doubt concerning the origin of the Chrif- 
tian religion, or distracted by ingenious but 
sceptical criticism, we recommend the pa­
tient contemplation of the wisdom and char­
acter of Jesus, as set forth in the four Gos­
pels which embalm his doctrines and excel­
lencies. We hold it to be impossible to fix 
the eye thoughtfully on the expressions of 
that celestial wisdom and on the beauty and 
perfection of that most attractive charac­
ter, in which there is nothing wanting and 
nothing superfluous, without feeling the

NO. 111.
There is a fine field for Meihodistic enter- 

prize in the Western portions of our Domin­
ion, and, true to the principles of our 
Fathers, the faithful men entrusted with the 
interests of our Church are most diligently 
pursuing their advantage. It would be to 
us a most gratifying privilege to hold direct 
association with the great work they are 
accomplishing in Educational, Missionary 
and general evangelistic operations. The 
benefits of union would, wo are convinced, 
be reciprocal. The Wesleyan body would 
then, in two or three years, number in it­
self oue thousand ministers. Our Educa­
tional work might be so stimulated and 
systematized as to embrace all the institu­
tions which now exist in one grand organi­
zation. Our Missions would be one of the 
most extensive enterprises under any ec­
clesiastical direction on this Continent, 
stretching all the way from Labrador to 
Vancouver's Island. Indeed, the results 
would be such in all departments of our 
work as no oue can readily foresee.

In the event of a union of Wesleyanism 
throughout the Dominion into one Body, 
what proportion would our little Conference 
bring into the General Conference ?

We number now, including supernumer­
aries, Probationers and students for the 
sacred office, one hundred and sixty min­
isters. Our Membership is about 15,000. 
We hope to raise this year at least $17,000 
for Missionary purposes. For Education­
al work within our Conference we may ex­
pect Aery soon to command a handsome 
Fund. In sixteen years, (the period our 
Conference has been in existence) the 
amounts raised for our Supernumerary 
Fund has increased 130 percent. Our Min­
isters have advanced in numbers from 
to 160 in the same time ; and in ten yea's 
more, at the same ratio, will have number­
ed 300. There are reported in our 
Minutes nearly 100,000 individuals as con­
stituting our congregations, and nearly 
1,000 Class-leaders iu connection with our 
Societies.

In all the Cities and Toavds along this 
seaboard, Methodism takes a prominent, in 
some a leading position. In St. John 
with a population of 45,000 we have six 
Churches,most of them spacious,costly build­
ings and thronged Avilh hearers. Fredericton 
Charlottetoivn.St.Steplicn, Yarmouth,Livcr- 
pool,Windsor,Sackville,besides several oth­
ers, are stations, such as the first Ministers 
in the Connexion might delight to occupy in 
turn. Halifax which promises to be the 
chief Sea Port of the Dominion, and the 
outlet of the Intercolonial Raihvay, has 
Methodist Churches of Avhich we are justly 
proud. In Newfoundland,Methodism takes 
a leading place and wields a mighty influ­
ence. Bermuda is multiplying its Wesley­
an resources to such an extent as to re­
quire the formation of a District Avilhin 
itself.

As to the character of our Agencies little 
need be said, since their results convey such 
cheering testimony of efficiency. But that 
many of our Ministers are educated and 
most intelligent ; that they number among 
them a large proportion of gifted, promising 
young men ; that their zeal and business 
capacity are accomplishing much in extend­
ing and consolidating our Avork ; and that 
each year gives additional proof of their 
ministry in the salvation of many souls, are 
facts which need not be too modestly con­
cealed.

Our financial schemes are of such a na­
ture as to admit of accommodation to those 
of our Western Brethren without serious 
difficulty. A committee of three or four of 
our best Financiers would adjust their de­
tails in a short time. They have some 
schemes which we might very properly 
adopt ; and avc have modes which they 
could associate with their oavu to good ad 
vantage.

That our Avise authorities and Fathers 
at home have cherished, the hope, for sev­
eral years, of seeing Methodism in British 
Territories on this Continent united into 
one Body, there can he no doubt ; and it is 
much to be regretted that one of the means 
by which they had devoted to see this ac­
complished has been, perhaps designedly 
ineffectual.

A. W. N.

CIRCUIT AID AND CONTINGENT 
FUND.

We find in the Minutes of the last Con­
ference the folloAving resolutions respecting 
this Fund.

1. The Conference, anxious to have the
•claims of this Fund clearly apprehended, deems 
it necessary to keep before the thoughtful at 
tention of our people the important objects it 
contemplates. These are— X

(1st.) The removal of Ministers from one 
dependent Circuit to another.

(2nd). To assist Circuits where the income 
falls short ot the expenditure.

(3rd). Incidental expenses of the Confer­
ence.

(4th). And such cases of sevtre affliction as 
may occur in the families ot the Ministers invol­
ving an outlay not otherwise provided for.

2. The inadequacy of the income of the fund 
for these purposes will at once appear, from the 
fact, that this year it could pay only 59 
cent, on the balances of Jüiremt—expenditure, 
leaving the_siun -eU"$5290.00 unprovided for 
after the per centage apportionment, and twen­
ty-five per cent, on the special cases recom­
mended for consideration and relief.

3. The Conference makes it the imperative 
duty of each Minister to carry out the rules in 
relation to the income of the Fund and directs 
that particular inquiry be made at the Mav 
meeting to ascertain whether this duty has bei'n 
attended to in each Circuit.”

One of the rules Avhich it is “ the imper­
ative duty of the ministers to carry out,” re­
quires that a yearly collection should be made 
on behalf of thisFuud iu every class through­
out the Connexion in the mouth of March. 
The proper discharge of this duty will in­
sure a personal appeal by the ministers to 
every one of the sixteen or seventeen thou­
sand members of Society for a subscription 
according to the ability God may have 
given them severally ; and an immediate en­
try iu the class book, or on the class paper, 
of the figure which will 'serve to record each 
one’s own estimate of such ability. We 
venture to predict if this duty of con­
tributing according to ability, whether great 
or small, is fairly presented in each class, 
aud the members are individually asked 
by the preachers to declare for record, 
their owu conscientiously formed estimate 
of their oavu ability to so contribute, that 
the aggregate amount of this year’s class 
subscriptions will be far greater than that 
of any previous year,

Circuits should be we suppose about $7000 
instead of $1,187.15 as last year. And 
we believe that this sum would be easily 
raised in the classes alone, and no one 
member be unduly, uncomfortably burden­
ed, if the duty we now urge upon the at­
tention of ministers and members were 
rightly considered. Suppose that the mem­
bers and persons on trial now number no 
more than they did tvhen the returns were 
made up for last year’s minutes—and we 
have 16,287 persons to make up the $7000. 
Surely we do not overestimate their finan­
cial ability ; when we suppose that there are 
at least 100 among them who could, with­
out incapacitating themselves for meeting 
any other lawful claim upon them, each pay 
$10 as an annual subscription to this Fund ; 
200 others who could so pay 85 ; 500 oth­
ers Avho could so pay each $2 ; 1000 others 
who could so pay $1 ; 2000 others who 
could so pay 50 cents each ; 4000 others 
who could so pay 25 cents each ; and 8000 
others who could so pay 12J cents each.

There is a class, in connection with the 
Church in these lands, consisting of less 
than a hundred individuals, whose place in 
regard to average financial ability is doubt­
less far below that occupied by the 500 
members whom we have above estimated 
as able to pay each $2.00 towards the $7,- 
000 now. required for the fund, which has 
for several years past been required to bear, 
not merely its fair proportion of the burden 
which should be sustained by the Fund, but
a part far greater than has been borne by 
all the 16,000 aud more other persons, udio 
being identified with the Church are Tic- 
cording to their means as truly responsible 
for all church liabilities as are those consti­
tuting the small class to which Ave now re­
fer. The consequence has been that some 
at least of this class so disproportionately 
burdened have become distressingly embar­
rassed. The burden forced upon them is 
gallingly oppressive.

We ask that it may be removed,—and 
the only way in Avhich it can be constitution­
ally done, so fur as vi e know, is by liberal 
subscript ions to this fund in all the classes, 
We urge every minister and every member 
to attend to the claims of this fund. If the 
work of securing the subscription of each 
member cannot be accomplished in March 
borrow a week or two in April to complete 
it.

We need hardly say the small class which 
has been so unfairly burdened [has been 
made up by the ministers who have been 
laboring on the dependent circuits, whose 
aggregate annual unpaid deficiencies have 
amounted to an enormous sum, all of which, 
as their allowances if paid in full are not 
too large, they should have received from 
this fund. Treasurer.

IMM ERSION1 ST UNCHARITABLENESS

It is well to remember that this series of ar­
ticles is written in defence ol 1‘edobaptist cler­
gymen whose reputation has been uncharitably 
assailed by Anabaptist writers. We see no 
good reason why religious controversy should 
not be conducted in accordance with the princi­
ples of Christian charity. The supposed neces­
sity tor a departure from those principles indi­
cates an unsound and indefensible cause. The 
defence ot Christian truth never calls for a re­
nunciation of Christian charity. The predom 
inant Anabaptist stratagem suggests the un 
soundness of their creed. Failing to find suffi­
cient evidence in the Word of God to sustain 
their creed, they uncharitably assail Fcdobap- 
tists, and accuse them of “ admitting " and 
“ confessing ” that their own pulpit utterances 
are untrue ; that their administration ot the 
rite of baptism is a deception ; that there is no 
sprinkling in the Bible ; and that Christ meant 
that there should be no children in his Kingdom 
on the earlh.

Wentworth with remarkable candor and 
truthfulness states the Anabaptist position 
( Visitor, Feb. 9, 1871) : “ They who, in blind­
ness or obstinancy, keep the practice (of infant 
baptism) current must surrender all claim to a 
charitable consideration.” This position as 
sumed by Wentivorth and bis co-religionists is 
schismatic and Romish. It is condemned by 
all Christian churches except the Romish and 
the Baptist. The uncharitableness of immersi­
onists is apparent in their accusing ministers of 
all other denominations of want of eonscienti" 
ousness and of principle. They appear to think 
that Christian ministers can officiate at the holy 
ordinances ot the sanctuary, and at the same 
time be untrue to every claim of truth and con­
sistency. They should at least only speak for 
themselves. Their uncharitable,- unbrotherly, 
and untruthful accusations are highly reprehen­
sible.

We have read a considerable number of vol­
umes bearing, more or less directly, upon John 
Wesley’s doctrines, life-work, and character. 
We have noticed many harsh things that have 
been said against him. We have marked the 
strange persecution he suffered at the hands of 
his own countrymen- But, at this writing, we 
recollect nothing so uncharitable and so dama­
ging to Wesley's character and reputation as 
the accusation, made by Dr. Cramp, some 
years ago, would be, if that accusation were 
true. Dr. Cramp is an ex-President of Acadia 
College. Nova Scotia. He says (Christian 
Messenger, Feb. 22, 1865) : “ Every record of 
baptism in that book (the New Testament) 
is an instance, of dipping. às John Wesley and 
ministers of all Christian denominations have 
again and again confessed." John Wesley ne­
ver made such a damaging and untruthful “ con­
fession.” Dr. Cramp's statement is as com­
pletely antagonistic to the truth, so far as John 
Wesley is concerned, as it is possible for words 
to be. He not only did not “ again and again ” 
make such a “ confession ;” but he never even 
once said anything of the kind. Those words 
were published by-Dr. Cramp more than six 
years ago. They are repeated in different di­
rections upon the authority of Dr. Cramp ; who 
is supposed to have some standing as a Baptist 
historian. Their erroneousness has long since 
been clearly indicated ; and still Dr. Cramp re­
fuses to do Mr. Wesley the simple justice of 
admitting the error ; and declines to withdraw 
the unfounded and uncharitable accusation in­
volved in that error.

John Wesley’s life-work, in the pulpit, at the 
altar, in his study, and in the Conference room, 
declares most emphatically that Dr. Cramp has 
most disingenuously accused him. Whatever 
defects, of either head or heart, a Christian min­
ister may have, he must, at least, renounce 

tbe bidden things of dishonesty, not walking 
in craftiness, nor handling the word of God de­
ceitfully ” (2 Cor. 4 ; 2). If Dr. Cramp's mis­
statement were true, Wesley’s whole life was 
one of dishonesty, and craftiness, and deceit. 
If John Wesley could have been guilty of such

believe that his doctrine is true. 
sometimes said that a preacher of the word is 
“ not gifted or, is “ stupid or, is “ a fana­
tic or, is “ beside himself or, is “ an en­
thusiast or, is behind the age ;” etc., and yet 
tbosesayings might be of but trifling importance. 
But if one is a true preacher,however defective 
he may be in some things, he is at least not 
dishonest,” nor “ crafty,” nor deceitful and 
he w 11 declare the message that he belieresGoil 
has given to him.

Dr. Cramp virtually most unjustly accuses 
Mr. W esley of teaching, practicing and enforc­
ing, during all his ministry, of more than half 
a century, doctrines that he did not believe. 
The prevailing uncharitableness among immer­
sionists springs from the unsoundness of Bap­
tist principles. It must be tnat their never- 
ending assaults upon ministers of all other de­
nominations grow out of the fact that thev can 
not find sufficient evidence in the Bible to sus­
tain their dogmas, and must in the interests ol 
their creed introduce apparent “ Confessions 
and “admissions” from other sources. We beg, 
in behalf ot the memory of “the Lord’s anointed 
who have fought the good fight of faith, whether 
they now belong to the church militant or to 
the church triumphant, to record our protest 
against this unfratemal and uncharitable prac­
tice of immersionist authorities.

Mr. Wesley’s views on the baptistic questions 
are stated in tils “Treatise on Baptism” (Works 
Vol. 6, p, 12), Wesley says: “It can not be 
certainly proved from Scripture that even 
John’s (baptism) was performed by dipping 

. Nor can it be proved that the baptism of 
our Saviour, or that administered by his disci­
ples was, by immersion. No, nor that of the 
eunuch baptised by Philip. . . And as nothing 
can be determined from Scripture precept or 
example, so neither from the force or measur­
ing ot the word. For the words baptise and 
baptism do not necessaril)- imply dipping, but 
are used iu other senses .... That washing 
or cleansing is the true meaning of the word 
baptiio is testified by the greatest scholars and 
most proper judges in this matter. It is true 
we read of being buried with Christ in baptism. 
But nothing can be inferred from such a figur­
ative expression. Nay, if it held exactly, it 
would make as much for sprinkling as for 
plunging ; since, iu burying, the body is not 
plunged through the substance of the earth 
but rather the earth is poured or sprinkled upon

Dr. Cramp professes to teach his people 
what Wesley's opinions on this subject were. 
Ilis attempt is a sorry failure. Wesley never 
was guilty of the inconsisten y and dishonesty 
in which Dr. Cramp tries to involve him. Dr. 
Cramp is a leader among the ministers of his 
denomination. If Dr. Cramp, having read 
Wesley, as he professes to have done, has 
stumbled into the blunder in which be is in­
volved, it ie no wonder that he, reading the 
Bible itself, should erroneously imagine that 
there is no sprinkling in the Bible, and that 
Christ never meant there should be any in­
fants in His Church.

Wentworth has published, in the Visitor 
(Feb. 23, 1871,) “ The Immersionist Strong­
hold.” He does not attempt to grapple with 
any of the statements made therein. He 
threatens, however, to do some dreadful 
things. “ Proceed, Mr. Currie," says Went­
worth, “ but in the execution ot your purpose 
be admonished. ..." Wentworth will 
follow closely on your path. . . . “He
will not spare you. . . . Mr. Currie
“ must not complain if he is severely dealt 
with.” That Anabaptist thunder has a tre­
mendous rumble. Wentworth, after thost- 
dark and awful utterances, mercifully throws 
from bis facile pen a sentence that many per­
sons would look upon as a pretty little jest. 
He says that Mr. Currie should “ certainly 
know that the Baptists are universally and 
pre-eminently distinguished for making an ap­
peal to the sacred text.” We certainly have 
never yet tound out that the Baptists were 
thus “ distinguished,” except among them­
selves. They assume a great deal, and make 
extraordinary pretentions, we are aware. But 
we haie no evidence at present tliat they are 
so “ universally and pre-eminently distinguish­
ed.” After infants, by Divine authority and 
enactment, had been admitted to the Church, 
tor ages, by its initiatory rite, without inter­
ruption, the Baptists attempt to repeal that 
Divine enactment, and to shut all infants out 
of the Christ-established kingdom of the 
Church. But we have not yet heard of their 
“ appeal to the sacred text,” hi justification of 
their innovation. We have never yet known 
of “ an appeal to the sacred text” that proved 
that one must be put under water in order 
to be baptized. We have never known 
one “sacred text” quoted that proves that 
immersion ever was the sign or symbol of 
blessing, or mercy, or cleansing. We must 
certainly be excused, then, if we can not per­
ceive that the Baptists are, as Wentworth 
claims, “ universally distinguished" as having 
the “ pre-eminence” over all other denomin­
ations in appealing to the sacred text. He 
must have been in a facetious mood when he 
tried to enlighten the readers of the Visitor 
with so grand an idea. It is refreshing to see 
that Wentworth can enunciate a practical jest 
occasionally. A little well-conceived humour 
is sometimes salutary, even in the midst of the 
grandest thunder storms, and we gratefully ap­
preciate Wentworth’s jovial contribution. 
Wentworth closes his effusion, for that week, 
with saving that he awaits the arrival of the

“ reckless charges,” as he calls them. Went­
worth thinks that the best way for him to reply 
to the “ coarse and insolent” charge of " for 
gory” is to treat it with sublime contempt.
“ We shall now sutler.' sais Wentworth, (at 
least for the present) “ that incorrigible gen­
tleman to proceed with Lis unenviable task 
without molestation."

We admire Wentworth’s tact. Discretion is 
sometimes the better part of valor. We can 
carcely conceive how he could, under the cir­

cumstances, have let himself down more easily 
than he has. We wish we could cherish, for 
other qualities Wentworth has evinced, a like 
admiration. Wentworth's retirement trom the 
field “ for the present” has rather taken us by 
surprise. We do not know that we can do bet­
ter than, in this respect, follow his example. 
Numerous passages, in Wentworth's contribu­
tions to the Visitor for the last half year, which 
we had marked for criticism, we will at least 

tor the present" lay aside. In bidding adieu 
to our friend, perhaps he will permit us to sug­
gest a few points, which may be worthy of his 
consideration.

1. If Wentworth can find no arguments in 
the Word of God to sustain his creed, let him 
throw his creed away. One utterance irom the 
Bible it worth more than a library ol “ testimo 
nies to the Baptist belief’ from inconsistent and 
dishonest Romanists, or Greeks or Protestants.

2. Wentworth ought to know that the im­
mersionist policy ot trying to sustain his creed 
by the alleged “ admissions” and “ confessions’ 
of Pedobaptists is decidedly mischievous. When 
discriminating persons, not yet consecrated to 
the service of Christ, hear from a Baptist pul­
pit, or read in a Baptist-publication, the state­
ment that “ the most eminent and pious divines 
of the Presbyterian Church, and of the Church 
of England, and of other Pedobaptist churches 
have again and again confessed” that they teach 
and practice what they “ know” to be antagon­
istic to the Word ot God, what are those per­
sons to think ? Such persons must, if they arc 
disinterested and thoughtful hearers or readers, 
certainly conceive that cither the parties who 
profess to quote, or the parties said to be quot­
ed from, are, or were knaves or imbeciles, and 
in either ease the efleet must be mischievous.

3. Wentworth should abandon his uneharita­
bleness. It was a mistake to say that the ad­
vocates ol infant baptism “ have surrendered 
all claim to a charitable consideration." He 
torgot himself. Love is the criterion. Though 
be should continue for another half year to tes­
tify in the Visitor, " with the distorted tongues 
of Pedobaptist men, and have not charity, it 
will be as the sounding brass, or the tinkling 
cymbal. (1 Cor. xiii. 1.)

4. There is one point more, which, in jus­
tice to Wcutworth, we should not omit. Went­
worth says ( Visitor, Feb. 23,1871 :) “ Mr. Ed­
itor of the Visitor, can you not jicrsuade Rev. 
Mr. Currie to publish his effusions in your 
sheet also. Sincerely, I for one would ho hear­
tily glad to have what Rev. Mr. Currie has to 
offer on the subject in hand, go into the homes 
ol our Baptist families." At first sight these 
sentences of Wentworth's appeared to us, to be 
intended by him as a specimen of, his fertility 
of fancy. More mature reflecting however, 
suggests a modification of that view. As Went­
worth so solemnly professes his sincerity in this 
request, we presume it would be uncharitable 
to disbelieve him. Although Wentworth has 
shaken himself ' like a lion, and lias spoken in 
such lion-like tones, perhaps he will permit us 
to take sides with him in his laudable desire- 
The old prophets, looking toward these days, 
saw the time when the lion and lainb would lie 
down together. How suggestive of beautiful 
things it will be for Wentworth and us, like the 
lion and the lamb to work together in unity ! 
How delightful, after the battle and the storm, 
to find that, instead of the sword and the spear 
and the tempest, there are the implements and 
the blessings of peace ! We acquiesce in 
Wentworth's modest request ; and beg hereby 
to say to the Editor ol the Visitor, that, as the 
publica'iou of this series ot five articles, (on 
The Immersionists Stronghold ; 'Testimony Ile- 
viewed ; Baptising is cleansing ; Examined and 
cross examined ; and Immersionist uncharita­
bleness) would make Wentworth “ heartily 
glad," as he puts it, we, ^therefore, for his sake, 
grant to the Editor aforesaid, permission to 
publish the said articles in the columns of his 
valuable paper.

GRAFTON STREET CHURCH.
Amount collected at Anniver­

sary Sermons........................8 16 On
Amount collected at Anniver­

sary Meeting............. .. 126 i>7
Amount collected by children

of Sabbath School............... 57 93
— 230 is)

Amount
KAYE STREET t ill lu ll, 

collected at Annivcr-

Amount collected at Anniver­
sary Meeting ....................

117

20 3.9

hart Ann in , in iu ii. 

Amount collected at Anniver­
sary Sermons...................... 9 ;

Amount collected at Anniver­
sary Meeting................. . 20 50

23 12

Total......................$781 25
The sum votai is a little in advance of 

last year’s.
The pastors of three of the churches 

have kindly furnished the following brief 
reports of the meetiugs in their respective 
churches.

BRUNSWICK STREET.

The annual meeting of the Wesleyan 
Foreign Missionary Society was held iu the 
Brunswick St. Church, on the evening of 
Monday, 13th iust. Owing to the very 
unfavorable state of the weather the attend­
ance was comparatively small : the exer- 
ercises however were exceedingly interest­
ing, and the results gratifying. The meet­
ing was opened by our esteemed supernum­
erary brother. Rev. T. Angwin. Jos. Bell, 
Esq., having kindly responded to the wish 
ot the Committee look tlieChn-r,and deliv­
ered a brief, hut most appropriate address. 
An abstract of the Society’s report for the 
past year was then reed by the Superin­
tendent of the Circuit ; after which able aud 
fleetive addresses were delivered by the 

deputations, Revds. S. F. 11 nest is, and A. 
S. DesBrisay, aud also by Rev. J. Forest 
(presbyterian) ami J. B. Morrow, Esq. 
Seldom have we listened to speeches more 
replete with missionary intelligence, or 
more calculated to stimulate the friends of 
the mission cause to earnest aud persever­
ing effort.

We take this opportunity of expressing 
our thanks to the members of the choir for 
the very excellent music with which they 
favoured us ; thereby contributing iu no 
small degree to the interest of the meet­
ing-

Notwithstanding there was so much to 
render the occasion oue of pleasure, that 
pleasure was chastened with a feeling of 
sadness by the rcmeiubrancd$ that during 
Ihe past year, one who had so frequently 
presided at the anniversary meeting of the 
Missionary Society in the Brunswick St. 
Church, had been by death removed from 
our midst. The late lion. J. II. Anderson 
for many years manifested a deep interest 
in the cause of Christian Missions, aud w as 
one of its most liberal supporters, lie is 
uo longer with us, having been called to 
enter into that “ rest” promised in the Gos­
pel which he loved and prized, and the 
knowledge of which, by his contributions 
and prayers, lie had endeavored to dissem­
inate.

/ J. A. Rogers.

D. D. Currie.
Fredericton.

Circuit lutellip

gross duplicity as is involved in Dr. Cramp's 
Aud it ought to be far greater ; the Fund, accusation, the memory of Wesley ought to be

next week's Wesley an-1"Trith-soaiejcurio» i tv, 
and with an emotion bordering on the'mirth­
ful.”

But no man can tell what a day, or what if 
week, shall bring forth. Wentworth appears 
again, a week later, in the Visitor, (March 2, 
1871). He is now, however, wondernilly 
changed. He has, meanwhile, read the artic 
in the Wesleyan, on “ Testimony Beviewed.” 
He finds in that article a distinct charge of 
“ forgery” against Wentworth. The “ bor­
dering of mirthfulness” is gone ; there is now a 

bordering” of a decidedly different aspect. 
Wentworth thinks “ it would be difficult to pro­
duce Irom the periodical literature of the day ’ 
any attacks upon the “ baptist belief” like 
those found in these articles. He thinks the 
charge against him of “ forgery” was “ coarse.” 
We think that the commission, deliberately, of 
the act of torgery is an immeasurably coarser 
deed than the simple exposure of the wrong. 
Wentworth, to prove that " the Baptist belief 
is true,” had pretended to quote from a book 
(and even indicating a particnlar page) which 
he said Dr. Lange bad published J(see Visitor, 
Jan. 5, 1871;) whereas no such book had ever 
been published by Lange. We simply expos­
ed the forgery. Wentworth very well knows 
that, if he had such a book as he pretended to 
quote from, he only needed to produce the 
book. But, of course, no such book can be 
produced, for no such book exists.

Wentworth has now determined not to take 
any more notice, “ for the present,” of our

AY LES FORD.

I have been holding meetings for two 
weeks tit Margarctville—with some encour­
aging results. But the good done is limit­
ed iu extent ; and our failli put to many 
trials. The curse of intemperance has 
fixed its mark upon many in that locality. 
I intended closing the servides last Thurs­
day—hut some 12 or more, were ’’forward 
for prayer that evening ; so I remained over 
Friday. On Sabbath morning three persons 
were baptized, with water, who had found 
peace with God at former special services, 
since I came to the Circuit. A few souls 
have been converted, by the work and 
spirit of the Lord, at Factorydale this win­
ter. I leave for Margaretville to-day—and 
have engagements for special services at 
the “ netv church” at “ the Avest,” uext 
AA-eek, and hope to report the salvation of 
souls as the result—I shall go deeply im­
pressed with the declaration, “ not by 
might nor by poAver, but by my spirit saitli 
the Lord.”

Jas. Tavi.or.
March 14 th.

KEMPT CIRCUIT.

Bko. John Johnson Ay rites - 13th March.
Last AA-eek the Foreign .Missionary Meet­

ings j were held ou this Circuit. Rev.
a A. Mosher kindly came to our assist­

ance. The meeting Avere Avell attended 
and said to be very good. The subscrip­
tions and donations considerably exceeded 
those of last year.

Our friends here gave us au unmistak­
able expression of kindness and esteem, by 
making us a Donation visit on the 28th 
ult. A large company after enjoying the 
good thjugs provided, cakes, music,speech­
es, &c—separated leaving in Mrs.Johusou’s 
hands $109.00—tAventy five of which to he 
appropriated to pay tor a sleigh for the 
Circuit.

HALIFAX AND DARTMOUTH 
MISSIONARY MEETINGS.

The folloAving is the summing up of the 
immediate financial results of these meet-

BRUNSWICK STREET CHURCH.

Amount collected at Anniver­
sary Sermons........................8 37 08

Amount collected at Anniver­
sary Meeting........................  305 25

Amount collected by ehildren 
ol Sabbath School...............  160 35

---------$v02 68

V DARTMOUTH. ‘

The Anniversary Missionary Meeting for 
this Circuit was held in the Dartmouth Church 
on Wednesday, the 15th.

On the occasion we were favoured with the 
assistance of Rev. Messrs. S. Hueatis, Desbri- 
say. Hunt, (Baptist), and Falconer, (Presby­
terian), and that ol S. Chcsley, Esq., H. A.

The meeting having been opened with de­
votional exercises, conducted by Rev. Mr. 
Deshrisay, N. Russel, Esq., took the Chair, 
and after a brief, hut comprehensive address, 
called upon the Superintendent of the Circuit 
to read the Report, which, having been read, 
was submitted to the meeting. A Resolution 
that the Report be adopted was then moved 
by the Rev. Mr. Hunt, of the Baptist Church, 
who brought prominently forward the fact that 
the Report gloried not in the large revenue of 
whieli it told, but rather in the number of con­
versions. True success in Missionary opera­
tions consisted in gathering souls into the told 
of Christ, and only in se far as increased 
revenues were useful to that end, were they to 
be coveted.

Rev. Mr. Deshrisay, in seconding the Re-so­
lution, urged the need of more fervent prayer 
and self-denying zeal. He said we do not ask 
great things ot God ; we do not make such 
sacrifices as we ought, in view of what God 
lias done for us. Mr. Chcsley, in briefly sup­
porting the Resolution, contrasted, in a forcible 
manner, the great devotion of Roman Catholics 
in spreading their principles, with the compara­
tive indifference of Protestants in disseminating 
theirs.

The Rejiort was then adopted.
The second Resolution, p ledging the meet­

ing to eveu more liberal support of missions in 
the future than in the past, was moved by the 
Rev. Mr. Falconer, of the Presbyterian 
Church. Iu speakiug on the subject, be con­
gratulated the Wesleyan Church oil the success 
of its missions, lie was not jealous of that 
success ; but wished it a hundred-fold greater. 
Yet there remained a vast work to he 
done—a work that could he accomplished 
only by the most strenuous exertions of 
all Protestant Churches. Rev. Mr. Hues Us, 
in seconding the Resolution, urged., in a 
most convincing manner, the claims of 
missions upon the prayers, personal exertions, 
and pecuniary support ol the people. There 
was not a proper refogonition ot our responsi­
bilities in the matter of Missionry work.

The meeting iras very interesting, and finan­
cially successful, though the collect ion was 
somewhat smaller iLjtu that ol last year, 
l’here has, however, been, so far, more than a 
corresponding increase iu the Home Mission 
receipts.

After the singing of the Doxolcgy, the meet­
ing was dismisst d with the Benedict ion by the 
Rev. T. Angwi.i.

C. 11. Paisley.
Dartmouth, March 1 ith.

KAYE STREET. i -

The Wesleyan Missionary Meeting at Kays 
St. Church, was held on Thursday Evening, 
16th inst. Dr votiunal exercises were conduct­
ed by Rev. C. II. Paisley, A. M., after which 
M. 11. Richey, Esq., took the chair and deliv­
ered a neat and appropriate address. The Re­
port was then read by Rev. W. Sargent, Pas- 1 
tor of the Church. Resolutions, expressive of 
thanklulness fur past success, hope for the ft* 
lure, and determination to put forth fresh el* 
fort in the Redeemer’s Cause, were moved and 
seconded by Revds. A. 8. DesBrisay anil i'­
ll. Almon, W. II. Webb, E»q., and Rev. S.
F. Hucstis. The addresses were ot an excel­
lent type, thoughtful, earnest, practical, and 
thoroughly imbued witii a spirit ol devotion to 
Christ and zeal for Ills Glory.

The exercises were varied with a few good 
pieces ot Music by the Choir.

The attendance at this, the closing meeting 
of the present series, was very satisfactory.

w. s.

Ill

J


