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could not be kept alive, would die of
exhaustion, without a continual sup-
ply of fable, Not everything
which is said to our disadvantage is
without foundation in fact : but it is
not the true that tells against us in the
controversy, but the false.
AS TO BAD CATHOLICS,

There are trus charges which can
be brought against us, certainly ; not
only do I notdeny it, but T havdly
could deny it without heresy. I say
distinetly, did I take upon me to deny
everything which could besaid against
us, [ should be proving too much. 1
should startle the Catholic theologian
as well as Protestants, for what would
it be but implying that the Church
contained none within her pale but the
just and holy ? This was the heresy
of the Novatians and Donatists of old
time ; it was the heresy of our Lollards,
and others, such as Luther, who main-
tained that bad men are not members
of the Church, that none but the pre-
destinated are her members.  But this
no Catholic asserts, every Catholie de-
n'es.  Lvery Catholic has even d
it, back to the very time of the Apos
tles and their Divine Master ; and He
and they deny it. Christ denies it, St
Paul denies it, the Catholic Church
denies Our Lord expressly
that the Church was to

be like a net,
which gathered of every kind, not
only of the go wl, but of the bad, too.

Such was Ilis Church; it does not
prove, then, that we ave not His
Church, because we are like Iis
Church : rather, our being (ike the

Primitive Christian body, is a reason
for concluding that we are one with it.
One cannot make His Church better
than He made her ; we must be content
with her as He made her, or not pre-
tend to follow Him. He said, ‘‘ Many
are called, few are chosen;”’ men
come into the Church, and then they
fall. They are not indeed sinning at
the very time when they are brouzht
into His family, at the time they are
new-born ; but, as children grow up,
and converts live on, the time too fre-
quently comes when they fall under
the power of one kind of temptation
or other, and fall from grace, either
for a while or for good. Thus, not in-
decd by the divine wish and ingention,
but by the divine permissipn, and
man’s perverseness, there is a vast
load of moral evil existing in the
Church, an enemy has sown weeds
there, and those weeds remain among
the wheat till the harvest. And this
evil in the Church is not found only in
the laity, but among the clergy, too;
there have been bad priests, bad
bishops, bad monks, bad nuns, and
bad popes. If this, then, is the charge
made against us, that we do not all
live up to our calling, but that there
are Catholics, lay and clerical, who
may be proved to be worldly, revenge-

ful, licentious, slothful, cruel, nay,
may be unbelievers, we grant it at
once.  We not only grant it, but wo

zealously maintain it.  “In a great
house,” says St. Paul ““there are not

love of ease and slothful habits, and a
mere formality in devotion in particu-
lar orders of Religious, at particular
seasons.  There may be self-indulg-
ence, pride, ambition, political pro-
fligacy in certain Bishopsin particuiar
states of society, as for instance, when
the Church has been long established
and abounds in wealth. And there
may have been Popes before now, who
to the letter have fulfilled the awful
description of the unfaithful servant
and steward, who began to “‘strike the
men servants and maid servants,
and to eat and drink and be drunken.”
OR IS THE BADNESS IN SPITE OF THE
CHURCH ?
All this may be granted ; but before
the admission can avail as an argu-
ment against the Catholic Church, one
thing has to be examined, whether on
the whole her influence and her action
is on the side of what is wrong, or
rather (23 is the case) simply powerful
on the side of good ; one thing has to
be proven, that the scandals within
her pale have been caused by her
principles, her teaching, her injunc-
tions, or which pretty nearly comes to
the same ¢ r, that they do not also
exist, and as grievously (Cathol
vould say, they exist far more griev
ously), external to her.
HOW THE CHURCH
SIN.
If geievous sin is found in holy
places the Church cannot hinder it,
while man is man ; prove that she en-
conrages it, prove that she does not re
press it, prove that her action, be it
areater or less, is not, as far as it goes,
beneficial ;—then, and not till then,
will you have established a point
against her. For myself, I never
should have been surprised, if some
scandal in this or that part of our
Church had been brought to light and
circulated through the country, to our
great prejudice.  Not that I speak
from any knowledge or suspicion of
my own, but merely judging anteced
ently and on the chance of things.
And, had such a case in fact been pro-
ducible, it would, in the judzment of
dispassionate minds, have gone for
nothing at all, unless there is to be no

g
covetous Judas, no herctical Nicholas,
Diotrnphes, no  world-

STANDS TOWARDS

no ambitious
loving Demas, in the Church of these
latter days. Fraud in a priest, dis
order in aconvent, would have proved,
not move, perhaps less, against Catho-
licity, than corruption in legislature,
peculation in public offices, or bribery
at clection tells against the Constitu-
tion.

peremptory process, a sentiment of un- |
dying hostility to Catholicity ; and
nothing will suflice for this enterprise
but imposture, in its purest derivation,
from him whom Seripture emphatically
calls the Father of Lies, and whose
ordinary names, when translated, are
the Accuser and the Slanderer 1
Falsehood succeeds for a generation,
full course and comes to an end.
prevail.
things.
cause ‘* They
against us

The end is the proof of
Surely we shall succeed, be- |t
ay all manner of evil
falsely for His Name's

-

APPEALS TO NONSENSE.

A witty member of Parliament once
said, in reply to an opponent who had
threatened to appeal to the sense of |¢

of the day, that he would appeal to the |
nonsense of the electors, and should |
beat him by ten to one. i
likke to take so pessimistic a view of lh("'
intelligence of our fellow-countrymen.
There is, we are satisfied, a good sound |t
hody of comimnn sense stored up for use

One does not

but, unhappi
prejudice that in too many cases they
are utterly unable to make use of it. |«
Like Mr. Lemuel Gulliver,
arrived in Lilliput, they ave tied down |
by innumerable threads, each one
light enough, but when taken
gether, making an  entanglement
whose strength it is almost impossible
for the ordinary man to overcome.
Here is a case in point: for the last
» hundred years or more nearly
every Catholic who could get a hear
ing has been protesting against the
stupid calumny that the Church forbids
her children to read the Holy Seripture,
and what is the result? As far asa
large portion of the outer world is con-
cerned, we ave just in the same posi-
tion as we were when the Protestant
Bishop Jewell was bellowing out the
same calumuy, and had the pursuivant
and the hangmman at his elbow to en-
force conviction. This may seem but
a slender thread, but when united with
the thousand others which arein the
hauds of the *“No Popery " fanatics,
they form altogether a network from
which it is not casy for the well-mean-
ing Protestaut to escape.

The Liverpool Daily Post, of Nov.
12, informs us that the supporters o
“the rish Church Missions to Roman
Catholics " have recently held a meet

1)

CALUMNIBS  AGAINST US  ARE
TREASURED.

Jut oh, what would not our enemies

aive for only one real and live sin in

holy places to mock us withal ! O light

HOW

music to the ear! O sweet tidings to
writers of pamphlets, newspapers and
magazines; to preachers and  de-
claimers, who have now a weary
while been longing, and panting, aund
praying for some wood fat scandal,

only vessels ot gold and, silver, but
also of wood and of earth; and somo
indeed unto honor, but some unto dis
honor.” There are, alas! plenty of
children of the Church who by their
bad liv
Mother.
BUT IS THI BADNESS OF TID CHURCH?

The Church, it is true, has been

%

promised many great things, but she { and unblushing

Y : . { i x>
has not been promised the souls of all | charges where they i
She is promised truth | shows how many eyes are fastencd o1

her children.
invelig

ERI

duration to the end of the world ; sho
is made the means of grace; she is

unchasgeable in creed and in con

stitution ; she will ever cover le||;\'z:\' I TRUB WOULD PROVEI NOTil-
carth, — but her children are not | ING.

infallible separately, any more than oule !
, | really gained had their imputations
Though one bad

they are immoral ; not indefectible

any more than they are ubiquitous.

ious teaching ; she is promised | us all over the country,

one, only just one,
instance of tyranny, or barbarity, or
fraud, or immorality, to batten upon
and revel in! What price

{ ouilty of some covetous aim, or some Ireland it was a sealed book, and it
!,'un\\w.u'thv mancuvree ! Their fierce  was clasped by a clasp which unl;\" a
| i offort to fix such Roman priest can open. ['he
were impossible, reason for this was that the Bible was

1 ainst the Church of Rome.” Now,

and how deej
and fervent is the aspiration that a
least some among us might turn ou
- | to be a brute or a villain.

Bat what, after all, would they have

been ever 8o true?

to the eyes, and joy to the heart, and |

well-supported

would ¢
they have thought too great for so i
insult and disgrace their | deav a fact, asthat one of our Bishops
: or one of our religions houses had been

ine in the Govrdon Hall, Blackburne
place, in that city. A certain Canon
Woodward seems to have been the
presiding genius.  He said they had
come torather “ to consider the Irish
spiritual needs,” and that these w
the ‘* very best, hizhost and holies
interests.”  When the Canon had said
his say, the mecting was addiessed by
Dr. M'Cormick. This divine — for we
assume him to be a Doctor of Divinity,
explained what had been the pr
of the mission, and then went on to
rant after this fashion: “Ireland,” he
said, “would never be peaceable, loyal,
d law-abiding, until the Bible had a
y course in the land as it had in
theirs.  Though in other countries the
Bible was the secret of greatness, in

N

-

Ir'ess

y what are we to make of stuff like this?
t It is not m\l}‘ contrary to wood  taste
t but to zood morals also, to acense a
follow-creature of a delibarate design
of spreading falschood, if there be any

have, over and over a

or for a period ; but there it has its|state that the Holy Seripture “*may be
used with great spivitual profit by the
Truth is eternal ; it is great and will | faithful ; prov ided it be read with due

saw it.
sake.” not affirm that Bible-reading was of
service when accompanied by rever-
ence and a right disposition.

Protestant fellow-countrymen who look
on reading the Bible as a Kind of

the country on some burning question | profit to the soul apart from the Divine

it is a

which recently happened t

among all classes of our countrymen, | Seriptures. A
, it is so fog-bound by |{served

he light in  which some ignorant
Protestants  still 1 rd  the Holy
man, who had long

1y the army, had a wile

who was gradually sinking from

when he | borit

see her.
alto- | old man said :
them battles of Joshua, but it didn’t do
her no good at all 3 but one day Maggie

hat the Catholic Dishops of

ain, done all in | ¢

ir power to remove this childish pre- | five hundred persons thus assembled in | the pupils, to those whom  they repre l
judice.  Almost every Catholic Bible | the great hall of Consistory at the | sent, to the Society of the Sacred Heart i
published in Ireland contains some } Vatican, in which the audience was | in its totality, and more especially to K
declaration of thiskind.  We have one | held. the Mother General — the \postolie |
before us as we write, dated 2nd Sept., The Sovercign Pontiff cama from his | Benediction i

820, signed by Avchbishop Murray | apartments on foot, and walking al a Audience was then ziven by His i
and twenty-four Bishops, in which they | rapid pace entered the Consistorial | Holiness to Mer. Radini-Tedeschi and | !
Hall shortly after eleven and took his | the other representatives of the central {

the upper end of the lavge hall.  The | celebrations; and  also to the Rev
reverence, and the proper disposi- | expression on his countenance showed | Mother- Assistant of the Sacved  Heart
ions.”  We cannot tell what Dr. | how pleased he was to see this large | ot the several deputations of Rome, i

M'Cormick would say of this if he ever | andience. He
Even he would, we imagine, | Cardinals Parocchi, Rampoil
lohe, S

We fear that there are some of our

hiarm, who think it may be of some

nessage which it contains.  We have
net with such, and can only say hat
form of superstition,
I'he other day we were told ot a case

21088

at shows

. e had
g doctor,
zood. One day a Kind lady
“Oh! she's going
1 read to he

sent for the neigh

id a

who could do her no
called to

Brown came in, and she said they'd
had at chapel a thundering good st
mon about Jonah, so I thought I'd try
that, and 1 read the whole picee to her
from one end to the other, but she isn'e
one penno’th better, poor thing ; she
gotten far away beyond Bible-help
now.” The statement that the teach-
ings of the Bible are contravy to those
of the Church, is a very rusty old
calumny we are by no means called
upon to refute.  Does Mr. M'Cormick
really think that every member of that
illustrious band of converts which has
entered the Church during the last fifty
vears was ignorant of the text of Holy
Seripture 2——London Catholic News.
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What Advent Is.

1. Advent is the scason when we are
tanzht to look forward both to the first
coming of our Lord into the world at
Christmas time, and also to Iig com
ine at the end of time to judge the liv
ing and the dead. His first was to
sook and to save that which was last.
His sccond coming will be to gather
His elect into the celestial paradise,
and to trample all His encmies under
ilis feet. Shall T on that day be re
carded by Him as a friend or as an
cuemy ? s my present life one of de
votion to Him and union with Him, or
one of selfishness, pride, impatience of
the yoke of Christ?

0" Of all the miracles in the world
never was there one to be compared to
ilis coming on earth in the form of a
man. It was a miracle so above and
bevond our reason that unless we knew
it 'I).\' faith to be a fact we should be in
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