(From Our Own Correspondent.)

THE UNIVERSITY BURNED. —
About seven o’clock on Wednesday
morning, 2nd December, while all the
students were at breakfast in the re-
fectories of the University, a fire
burst out that seemed almost like a
general explosion. It was certainly
one of the most swiftly disastrous
copflagrations that Ottawa has ever
witnessed. In less time than it
takes to write the entire vast edi-
fice was in flames. The pupils could
not find exit by the doors, and had
to jump from the windows. Some
priests who were in the upper stor-
jes were forced to jump down, from
distances of thirty, forty and sixty
feet. The fire moved as rapidly as a
man could walk from end to end of
the institution. In an hour and a
balf not one square inch of that
magnificent pile of
left. Nothing was saved,
miracle is that ‘no lives
‘Three priests,
stories, and three domestics in the
basement, were badly injured, some
of them probably fatally. But had
the fire taken place during the early
morning or the night there is every
likelihood that many lives would
have been lost. As it ig the scene is
a sad one. The pupils, most of them
far from home, are left without any
other clothing than what they had
on them at breakfast; the priests
have lost all they had of personal ef-
fects; the magnificent library and
museum are gone; the rich and beau-
tiful chapel, a perfect gem,
presenting tens of thousands of dol-
lars, and the grand academic hall,
with all its wealth of fixings, are de-
stroyed. that
stand there to-day tell a story of
fifty years of labor, of sacrifice, of
untold privations, of unrecorded en-
ergies, of hopes,
cesses, of memories that are
associated with the struggles
Oblate Fathers to build up a Catho-
lic University of Ontario, of
Canada, of the Capital; and they al-
so tell the sequel of that story,
the sudden effacing of all the fruits
of so much, labor and so much' tal-
much
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ent, so much sacrifice and so
perseverance. It is a bLlow
to the good Oblate Fathers, not on-
ly to the city of Ottawa, but to the
cause of Catholic edqucation 1n all
Canada. The people of Montreal can
recall the day when it was announc-
ed that the Convent of Villa Maria
was entirely destroyed by fire, The
scene witnessed in Ottawa on Wed-
nesday morning was one of a like
character. But in the latter case no-
thing was left, no temporary refuge,
mot even an outhouse wherein the pu-
pils and priests might take shelter
from the rigors of the December
morning. As a rule, we only learn
to fully appreciate something when
we have lost it forever. Thus it is
that we in Ottawa are now just be-
ginning to learn how great and im-
portant to the city was this Catho-
jic University. Its ruins, heaped up-
on each other in such masses, tell
the story of the importance of the
edifice that has vanished for all time
from sight. Tt will be replaced some
day; but when and at what cost?
The calamity is so great that one
has no time or inclination, at this
smmoment. to reflect on the future’s
possibilities.

not only

A local journal estimates the finan-
_«ial loss as follows:—

Loss on building, $250,000.

T.088 on contents including the
“hlndsome chapel, library, according

to Rev. Father Emery's estimate,

- $250,000.
" Total estimated loss, $500,000,
_The loss is covered by insurance to
‘the extent of $200,000.
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Father O'Boyle hair and face burn-
ed. Ran through fire to get out.

Dounet Collin, student,’ St. Boni-
face, Man., eye injured by broken

tacles. Jumped from fourth,
rey window.

Miss Josephine Dupuis g jumped
through a window and is now at the
Water street hospital. Sustained cuts
on the head and face.

Rev. W. P. O'Boyle, secretary of
the College, was the one who sent in
the alarm. So far as those inside
the building were concerned.

““We were all in the refectory at
breakfast perfectly unconscious  of
any danger, when suddenly flames
and smoke burst into the room in
fmmense volume. No panic ensued
fortunately, as there was only a
door to be gone through to let all
outside. Being secretary of the col-
lege, I, of course, had the registers

in my room, and after running out
and sending in an alarm, I came
back and attempted to reach my
room on the third storey. This I
could not do, as the flames were
rushing down the corridors, filling

them with dense volumes of smoke.
In attempting to reach my room I
had my hair badly singed. When I
saw that evidently the Dbuilding was

going, I gave the alarm along the
corridors, where a few of the stud-
ents were still in their rooms. By

this time the firemen had not yet ar-
rived, and I telephoned the
asking them to send down all

station
the

firemen they could, that the Univer-
sity was going. Father Fortier in
the meantime had gone around to

the fire station on Theodore street
to give the alarm. <The building
this time was filled with flames and
and all
to file
to
of

by
smoke in the upper stories,
the students could do was
none of them being able
any

outside,
return to their rooms for
their clothes or possessions.

The ‘“‘Evening Journal’’ says: There
was not a priest or a student who
saved a thing. Trunks, clothes of
every sort, even overcoats, went to
the flames. Many students had mio-
ney in their trunks. Very few have

evén enough money to get home with.
Seventy-five per. cent. of the board-
ing students come from the United
States and far away points in Can-

ada. These for the present are home-
less. Most of these till they get mo-
ney from home will go to hotels.
Not a few have already been offered

the shelter of hospitable homes in the
vicinity of the college.

The cause of the fire will probably
never be known. But it is suspected
that it started in the amusement
hall, where the students held an en-
tertainment the previous evening.

The School Question
In S¢. Anthony’s

Rey. John E. Donnelly, P.P. of St.
Anthony’s panish, made it quite
plain to his congregation on Sun-
day last, that he is of the opinion
that his parish is being ignored by
the Catholic School Commissioners.
He made a strong appeal to his par-
ishioners to secure their rights for
school accommodation for their chil-
dren. 5
Father Donnelly is reported to
have saidy—A few years ago the Sis-
ters of Notre Dame rented a build-
ing on St. Antoine street for school
purposes. At the present time the
building has become unfit for school
purposes, and has been condemned
several times Ly the health author-
ities, and is just now overcrowded.
Last year Father Donnelly requested
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both languages, Frénch and English,
_to be able to speak and write both
lung\n.gu grammatically, is a’ prod-
igy,’’ he remarked.” A thorough know-
ledge of their own language was an
absolute necessity for English-speak-
ing children. The English-speaking
boy was often rejected when he ap-
plied for a position in an English
house on account of his poor educa-
tion in" his own language.

In conclusion he exhorted the tax-
payers of the parish to demand their
rights from the commissioners. It
was the people’s monéy that was be-
ing used, and the people should get
the best value for it. While, other
parishes were well provided for in
the matter of school buildings, St.

Anthony’s parish was ignored and
neglected.

St. Anthony’s parish, which  has
grown to large dimensions in the

past six or seven years, has a large
school population. The boys and
girls of the parish attend no less
than seven or eight different schools
in the vicinity, whereas two schools,
one for boys and the other for girls,
would give the parishioners what
they are entitled to as their share
of the tax money.

et

Father Kieman Pleads in
Behalfat §t Michaels,

—_—
(From a Correspondent.)

The members of St. Michael's de-
sire to record their sincere gratitude
to their friends and sympathizers in
the older parishes of the city for the
good will and support they have giv-
en them in the difficulties with which
they have had to cope since the or-
ganization of their separate parish.
On assuming the responsibilities of
they had no reasons to
that
which
dis-

a new parish,
expect the untoward obstacles
have strewn their path and
would have been sufficient to
courage others.

It was, as is well known, owing to
the inconveniences from which they
had to suffer and which were due to
their being so much outnumbered in
five French pasishes, every one
with its swelling congregation and
its own independent school board,
that they were urged to petition His
Grace the Archhishop for a parish of
their own in which they could advise
with priests of their own language
and thus forward both their reli-
gious and secular welfare. His Grace
acceded to their request, erected St.
Michael’s, and appointed priests to
direct it.

Begun under most favorable aus-
pices, the thorns in its way were
smothered, but with time they made
themselves be felt. Energy and de-
termination dulled them, not how-
ever without anxiety, detriment and
suffering. God was its friend and
having laid the foundations, the la-
bor has not been in vain. The mo-
ment has come for its supreme effort.
Plans and specifications have been
prepared for an humble Church and
work will begin in a few weeks. Tn-
debtedness will be incurred, and it is
to meet this that this'appeal is
made to the generous English-speak-
ing population of Montreal.

The parishioners of St. Michael's
come from the five Irish parishes of
the city. They are favorably known
throughout for their sterling charac-
ter and noble aspiration in the pur-
suit of their object and they
have .decided to request an ol-
fering from their better circumstanced
friends. Their fellowmen in the city
will not overlook the fact that they
had to ask for help in the beginning of
their parochial worli and that foi
the hondr of their race, they should
not allow themselves to be outdone

‘“Were it not for the good Misters
of Notre Dame and other orders,”
said the pastor, ‘‘the education of
our girls would be sadly neglectod.

missioners? plttance,

A mlaarable

What do_they receive from. the comw-

the commissioners time and again to | py  their French fellow-citizens. As
lend a hélping hand and  Duild a | they help one another in - securing
school for the girls. After waiting | churches and schools, so will our fel-
patiently for some t, ] 10 ntrymen help us. With their
he received an answer lately thﬂt the | co-operation the people of ‘St. = Mi-
commissioners would do nothing in | chacl’'s will leave the “hall’’ in
the matter, as they did not  build | which they worship at present for
schools for the girls. their own Church. ‘‘Be it ever so

humble,”” it will be their own  and
pring fruit in due season. Alongside
its spire, we will see its preabyt.ery
and its schools, ‘‘additional
ments’’ to the proyerbial ‘enerodty
of our people.

@od bless our holpen’. as long u
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The Montreal City and Distrct
Savings Bank,

Notice is hereby given that a Divi-
dend of eight dollars and a bonus of
two dollars per share, on the Cap-
ital Stock of this Institution, have
been declared, and the same will be
payable at its Banking House in this

city on and after SATURDAY, the
2nd JANUARY next.

The Transfer Books will be closed
from the 15th to the 31st December,

both days inclusive,

By order of the Board.
A. P. LESPERANCE,
Manager.
Montreal, 30th November, 1903.

RODIE'S CELEBRATED
SELF-RAISING FLOUR

Is the Original and the Best.

A PREMIUM given for the empty bag
returaed to our Office.

10 BLEURY 8t., Montreal.

LATE MRS PATRICK MULLIN

During the year now drawing to a
close death has visited many homes
of the older generation in Irish par-
ishes of this city, and in none of
them has the grim reaper’'s visits
been so frequent as in those of the
mother parish, St. Patrick’s. 3

This week we are called upon to
add the name of Mrs. Patrick Mul-
lin, of Sherbrooke street, a devoted
and much esteemed member of St.
Patrick’s, to the oliituary roll of the
year.

In every charitable and social un-
dertaking associated with ‘that par-
ish deceased was, during her all too
brief career, a most enthusihsﬂc fig-
ure, while in all that related to her
spiritual obligations.she occupied a
place second to none in her love for
and her loyalty to her parish. A
constant attendant at the parochial
Mass and at various exercises, mis-
sions, and celebrations, Mrs. Mullin
_gilently and nobly did her duty.

In her home she presided with all
the natural grace of an ideal Irish
Catholic wife and mother. = More
than a year and a halfl ago /she was

all the intervening long,
manths of suffering, she was patient
and resigned, 'The end came quitq
umx:ectodly but peueeruny

stricken with paralysis and during |
weary |
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LADIES' NECKWEAR,

Several quite attractive
features :

New Silk Btocks, white edging,
trimmed! with lace’ appligune, fancy
ntluhmg in turquoise blue, red,
pink, black and white ... ..

White Chiffon Stock, embroidered
with silk, with one tab........... 81

New Chiffon Stocks, colored eilk
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WINTER GLOVES,
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lined, fur top, extra fine quahty 2
stud fnstener in gray or blml\
Bizes 6 to8,  Per pair,... .. s R KL $l.95
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because of a fortunate purchase, we are enabled to sell for......
MENS AND YOUTHS' GRAY IRISH FRIEZE OVER(‘OATE Ulster bl)]c
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Men’s Overcoats for Winter Wear

The Big Store's assortment possesses attractions for
the man who wants style and yet cannot afford to purch-
ase such at the expense of quallty. or isn’t willing to fore-
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A regular $10.00 Overcoat thm
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and
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ette style, velvet collar, slanting pockets, lined with farmer's sntm full
back, well made and finished garments.

Boys’ Overcoats, Better

for Less Money

That is the reason so many mothers are purchasing the
Boys’ Outer Wraps at The Big Store.

BOYS' BLANKET COATS, wmade of a Navy Blue Woollen Fabric, coat lined
huod lined with red flannel, piping to match, high

Out Special price

Special Prices, 83.15, ﬂ‘i 60
i $7.00

~S.CARSLEY CO.

1765 ta 1783 Notre Dame Street, |84 St. James Street, Montrea

LI “l’l‘l n

Is making a Special

b2c.
and Bedding.

THOMAS LIGGE

THOMAS LICCET

Drive in

TAPESTRY CARPETS
for one week, at 26c, 28¢, 33c, 39¢, 45c,
Bordered or without.

Also, Beds

BMPIRE BUILDING
2474 and 2476
8T. CATHERINE STREEY

GET,

DBENTIST.

Bpeciaity ; — Grewn and
Bridge Werk andPlates,

‘Walter Q.

Dentigt,

Kennedpy,

883 [Jorchester Street,
GORNER MARSFICLD

e —

educational and charitable houses of
this city, prominent among them be-
ing those of St. Patrick’s Orphan
Asylum and the children inmates, of
which institution Mr, Patrickh Mullin,
the bereaved husband, has long been
a sincere friend and member of the
Trustees; the Congregation de Notre
Dame, with two classes of St. Pat-
ricle's School; the Supcrioresses of
Villa Maria, St. Urbain’s Academy,
and many other establishments.

The remains were reccived at the
main entrance by Rev., Martin ' Cal-
laghan, P.P., who also om«:inted .at
the Req Mass,

and Rev, Mr. ucc:-ory as

Ly Rev. James Killoran u Mbh

must have touched every mina and
heart of those present. After the ser
vice the remains were transferred to-
Cote = des Neiges cemetery,  where
they were interred in the family plot.

To Mr, Patrick Mullin and family
of five dawghters—Mamie, Margaret,
Mrs. Kavanagh, Lillian and Emma—
and two sons—John F. and Patrick,
jr.—the ‘“Prue Witness” offers its
mo-t ‘sincers sympathy in their sad
i special manner do W
th the ‘bereaved hus-
w is deprived of the
jegs which has
 to have enjoyed
with the good
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