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m?s for winter varieties, and he advises Canadian 
shippers to pack their selected fruit in boxes as 
some buyers prefer boxed fruit. Once buyers know 
a certain brand is good, they will wait for this 
V. J and refuse a11 others; therefore, packers 

should establish a very high-class, uniform brand, 
and they will experience no 
ready sale at a high price.

ture is great if the results of the Teague do not 
warrant it. 
times over.

a railroad freight of 90 cents a box from Cali
fornia. Then the railroads took a hand in the 
question, and the situation has now become com
plicated. The railroads had been carrying lem
ons for $1.00 per hundred pounds, but the tariff 
increase to lj cents per pound on lemons was too 
much for them, and, to get a slice, even if it 
from a lemon, they increased their rates 15 
per 100 pounds, 
oorarv injunction through the circuit court of the 
United States for the southern district in Cali
fornia, restraining the railroads from collecting 
the proposed increase in rates until a hearing was 
had before the Inter-State Commerce Commission. 
An action was then brought before the Commis
sion charging the reasonableness of the increased 
rate on lemons.

Rut the results do warrant it 
Tet us see how.

many

RESULTS.
In 1906, when the league came into operation 

the freight rate on oranges to the East 
“ blanket ”

was a wasrate of $1.25 per hundred pounds. 
Merely by putting forward a reasonable and just 
argument, it induced the railroads to lower 
freight rate 10 cents per hundred pounds 
$1.25 to $1.15.

cents
“ The League secured a tern-trouble in getting the 

from
This rate became effective in

Citrus Industry In California.-III.
industry from February, 1907, to December 31st, 
1910, from this reduction has been about $3,175 
O0O, or about forty-five times the entire 
the League from the date of organization 
present time.”

THE CITRUS PROTECTIVE LEAGUE OF CALI
FORNIA.

By W. R. Dewar.
cost of 
to the

The Commission found that the 
rate of $1 .15 per hundred pounds on lemons 
unreasonable, and that the rate ought not to

ceed $1 per hundred 
pounds. The rail
roads then secured 
a temporary re
straining order in 
the circuit court of 
the United States 
with and for the 
district of Kansas, 
preventing the In
terstate Commission 

i t s 
effective, 

circuit
court referred the 
case to the new in
terstate commerce 
court, which has 
lately been organ
ized, for a hearing 
on the various

This organization was born of necessity, like its 
larger and older brother, the Exchange. 1. 
years it also has warranted its continued 
ence, and has become a great power in the de
velopment of the citrus industry.

It is a voluntary organization, formed in 
March, 1906, by representatives of growers, ship
pers, and shipping organizations in practically 
all the citrus-growing localities in the State. Its 
main object is to handle public-policy questions 
that affect the industry as a whole. In this way 
its work is different from that of the Exchange, 
which is purely a marketing agency. It might 
be called the legal adviser of the Exchange. It 
also advises and helps on questions of orchard 
and packing-house management, thus becoming, 
also, a technical adviser. With these duties be
fore it, it is evident that its successful existence 
will depend mainly on the man at the head, and 
the League recognized this, when it last fall 
tained G. Harold Powell, of the U. S. Depart
ment of Agriculture, to act as its secretary » and 

Mr. Powell has high technical train- 
ing in orchard and packing-house management. 
He is also

was
ex-In a few

exist-
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from making 
findings 
and the
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manager.

very familiar with transportation points involved,
methods and rates, and is an expert on réfrigéra- At present, the
tion matters. Soon after taking up office he "------------------------------------------------ -----------------------------------------------------!_____________  question is supposed
prepared and published a statement on the scope A T , f T to b® “nder i,nal
and plans of the League from the date of orga- „ A Load of Lemons- consideration
nization to the present time. Ready for the packing house. Showing lemon trees. Washington.

It is from that statement that the information Thon lho t ho"! ,under the sun
for this article is obtained, and for which I wish tQrV , * ague went afLer the refrigeration have existed through , ha r . could an individual
to make due acknowledgement. I aTso wish to a’ T, mdUCed the rail'"°ads to allow 32,000 cedure With the or - *** °f SUch Pr°-
describe the league mainly from the standpoint IT.i °f *7* t0 be shl^ed ™ a 40-foot car, at a large caliïi 7 ^Po-ters, backed by 
that might be of interest to the Canadian grow- before Tn ^ 6^ *** Y rcfrigeration a« applied mighty railroad octopus on ?h® ^u®1 and the
ers who were stirred to strenuous action bv a 0rr , i , t7’®59 pounds- This change became would have been hnno/Jt ,/he other side, it
contemplated change in the tariff between Canada i o,oU°+ July 5,th’ 1909- and by December 31st, to appear hannv V ® for the mdiv‘dnal grower
and the United States—a sword of Damocles still ‘ °' lfc was. estlmated that the change was worth Far different was it f WT°U d have seen him.
suspended. It is well to note agam that the a"p.'oximately $35,000 to the shippers, or, on to secure the Lst L j h ®- LeagUe" [*iag able
league was formed by representatives of growers h Hï °nf season’s shipments (1909-10), sure to bear upon (Ann aC V1Ce an<l to bring pres-
shippers, and shipping organizations, and that it / saved the shippers more than half of the was able to stand n "pressmen and Senators, it 
has now come to represent 90 per cent, of those ml T* °f the lA;ague siace its organization, the importer and the r u Gq’Ial ^P^tions 
directly interested in the citrus industry. It is t tif 1 cague next turned its attention to the demand a fair deal H T ll.r°ad lnterests, and to 
a business organization worked on business prin- mnE Vn?''g®S and lemons- and in this case it on every 100 pounds shmn h® aieant,me. 45 cents 
ciples and all questions, such as marketing the ^ flght an Eastern league-the wealthy im between the $1 and V 130 mg the dinference
fruit which might tend to make strife amongst The East ndght easily through the League on all’,S being collected
the different elements, are left out of its scope. the We.st baseball, but not so when they by a surety com nan v •> shipments, and is held
That is why it has from 20 to 30 per cent, more ^ st ( “1'forma s pet industry on the tariff he returned to he cm ® am?unt collected ... 
membership than the Exchange. A private dealer 9 tl0n" In 1908 the duty on imported oranges finding of thp Tntlf 'T and shlPPers if the
who could not retain absolute independence if he _____ " interstate Commerce Commission is
joined the Exchange, might be a member of the It _ ___________ sustained by t h e
Iveague and still remain an independent dealer and y « higher tribunal,
market his fruit in opposition to the Exchange. This
There are questions which are common ground for 
all these elements, such as railroad rates 
transportation problems; customs 
other Governmental relations ;
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WÊ 3 season, + he 
amount in consider
ation will be 
$200,000, a 
nice sum 
the

and
and

overiES tariffs
regulations tend

ing to prevent the introduction of insect pests 
and fungous diseases ; orchard problems; packing
house problems; and all other questions of a 
general nature that affect the upbuilding of the 
industry, except the marketing of the fruit.

very 
saved forF»

growers if the 
league is successful.

y
Another notable 

victory was gained 
b>" the i.eague Qver 
the railroads
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THE ORGANIZATION. recent

ly, when the Inter- 
state Commerce o
Commission handed t>
out its opinion 
a disputed ] oint in 
pre-cooling ami pre
icing.
transportation rates
the railway has to 
furnish refrigerator 
cars for fruit' These 
are collected daily 
from the shipping 
houses, 
required b y 
shipper

V?“ The League is directed by an executive com
mittee of nine, and by a secretary and manager, 
the executive committee having been appointed by 

administrative committee of thirty of the prin
cipal growers and shippers who act

i Ej

■
ian on' . ...

as a govern
ing committee, and who were selected from the 
representative delegates who organized the League 
in 1906.” The manager is the live head, who 
must keep afront with all questions and up-to- 
date with all interests connected with the busi 

He would call a meeting of the executive 
as exigencies arose. The administrative 
mittee being large and cumtiersome need only con
vene once a year, and need only discuss general 
policies and keep the executive awake.

“ The League is supported with funds raised
by general assessment based on the number of cars and lemons was 1 cenl ner .
of fruit shipped by each member during the precod- ers were agitating to remove the Vint 1 he. sport
ing year. Fourteen assessments were levied to per pound on ,,,, , , L ■■' of 1 cent
December 31st, 1910, and $68,654.88 has been remain ün lommm g The uT® 'V,,llmK to jt
paid in by the members in the five years since the dutv to remain t h - \rus league
the league was organized, of which approximate- be increased to ù rems oer'Tonn orangea’ and to
ly $65,000 was expended in the management of League won m both d on lemons. The
its business to December 31st, 1910.” That means 5th, 1909 the new i ..àit' , and on August
the League has cost annually an average of This meant a great deal to Th !°e elTectivc- 
$13,000—not much when we consider that it is it practically meant the * ® Cltrus
looking after the interests of capital invested to try from disaster 
the amount of 150 to 200 millions. This year, 
with a shipment of 45,000 cars, the tax per car 
will amount to only 30 cents if the expenditure 
reaches $15,000. However, even that expendi-
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A Well-kept California Rural
Mainly used for fruit hauling.
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to a central point, 
where the railway 

pre-cooling plant 
4 he charge made 

pre-icing is $30.00 
shippers

ness of this before
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:
“ 1

will have 
cool

a large 
and pre-ice. 

pre-cooling and 
Some

to pre
fer this

wanted per car. 
had facilities toindividual

<lo their

industry, 
salvation of the indus- 

by allowing them to

were their 
the unreasonable- 

the Commission, that the 
as argU<^ ever>' Point to win out.

’ tbe railways are allowed to charge
nccessarv ^ for,rePairs to bunkers, whether
... .; ", ‘ ■ not, and $2,50 for something else 

' r 1,1 rgv "n additional ice carried, T think.

compete League had 
Even

on fair terms in Eastern market); with lemons 
oranges grown in Sicily and Spain 
is much clieafier, and from where 

only about 30 cents a box

toand
where labor 

steamship freight 
compared
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