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The West is at last admitting the fact that spring
is late. Practically nothing has been done upon the

ainly no seeding, and very little

land as yet — cer
ploughing, though in the middle of the day there is
@ mood deal of getting on the land with the harrows.
In Northern Alberta and Saskatchewan there was
i hieavy snow fall on Ahe night of lHaster Sunday,
and it is probable that the weather will now steadily
warm up. The snow was very wet and melted imme-
distely, and the hulk of it soaked into the ground.
The soil will be in exeellent condition, and there will
be abundance of moisture to carry the seed until
the time when we have a right to expect June rains.

It seems now that thers will not be any very @ocute
ghortace of Tahor cortainly not in Alberta and Sas-
katehewan, wnd Manitoba will bhe materially helped
oul by the men who will go out from the city of Win-

nipes and give from xix weeks to two months.

The fact that the United States has entered the
war and that there appears to he every prospect of
conseription in that conntry, has matevindly helped
the labor situation in Western Canada Numbers ot
Americans, who rushed away from Canada when thoe

Nalionil Service (Cards began to circalate, are now

rushing bhack again fearing conscription in the United

Sliates They are hetween the Devil and the Deep
Sen. but they seem to have decided that the Devil of
National Service in Canada is less to he dreadea
than the Deep Sea of Conseription in the U0 S0 A,

Conadian Governmen( officials are not saving
much. bul they have the number of good many

of these weak-kneed patriots,

The hisher prices of grain which have come with
the United States entering the war, will cervtainly
stimnlate production. And the demand for agricultural
and heavy horses logether with the prices heing
paid for them is anothey indication of the determina-
tion to ool in every acre that is possible, )

I haye heen in Alberta for the past ten days
attending the Spring shows and Bulls sales al fodmon-
ton and Calzgary, and the interest being taken in
livee stock as indicated by the demand for both bulls
and stallions, and the high prices paid are most

cucouraging.

The Isdmonton sale is comparatively small and of
recent growth, but there igs a great need for it owing
to the rapidly developing territory to the north, and
the management of the sale were greatly en-
couraged by the fact that the highest priced bulls
went into the north country. Idmonton shows every
indication of developing into a great sorting market
for all classes of live stock. It has always been a
great hog country, and the size and quality of the
hog exhibited at IZdmonton, considering the high
prices at which feed grain could be sold, was the
hest possible evidence that Northern Alberta is in
the hog breeding business to stay.

Calgary has staged one of the most spectacular
bull sales ever witnessed on the continent of Am-
crica. In Tegard to numbers it has been only ex-
ceeded twice - onece in Perthshire, Scotland, and
once in toe Argentine. 504 bulls were listed and the
first dzy of the sale 224 were sold at an average
of $258 each
from $550 to $
the first day. To-day, however, this price was beat-

while several sold at prices ranging

which wasg the top of the sale for

2o

on one 15 month old shorthorn bhull selling for
$1.2,0, and a Hereford for $850. About fifty per
cent of the bulls offered at this sale are two years
old -~ possibly 30 per cent are yearlings, and the
remuainder are aged hulls which are being sold
biecause the limit of their usefulness in the present
herds has been reached.

Alberta breeders stute that anything over $100
gives them a fair return on a two year old bull,
and anyvthing over $80 a reasonable return on a yvear-
ling -s0 that it will be gathered from some idea
of the profit to be made in cattle breeding in this
country.

The highest priced bulls of this sale were all bred
in Alberta. And no bull that has not been in the
province at leasl six months is eligible for this sale.

One of the fealures of the sale has been the plac-
ino on exhibition of CGay f[.ad 40th—a two yvear old
bull for which Frank Collicut, of Crossfield, Alberta,
paid $11,900. Mr. Collicut has a herd of over 600 head
of purebred Herefords, and bought this sive in the
United Stateg to use with his best cows,

While there are not lacking those wno look forward
with some apprehension to after wav conditicns, there
is no doubt that at the present lime a slrong feal-

ing of optimism is abroad in tone West,

Failure of the United States Wheat Crop

The United States Government veport on the con-
dition of Winter wheat, issued on Saturday. April
7. indicated o gcreat deal of damage in (he States
of Nebraska and Kansas and was so low as Lo he
sensational, making the condition 63.4, compared
witlhh X7 in December, and a ten yvear average con-

dition o

The Covertiment estimate of  the crop condition,
with the usual allowanee for abandoned acreage,
pointed to an outturn of only 430 l)m_ﬂl)lj bushels, com-
pared with 495,000,000 indicated last yvear and A4NZ -
000,000 final last veaor,

A strikingly low condition of 33 was reported in
Nebraska, against o ten-year average of 90,

Apparently only the most favorable results  from
Spring wheat ean bring o surplus for export this
vear.  The averagze crop of Spring wheal is ahoul
230,000,000 hushels, which, added (o a Winter c¢rop
of 130,000,000 bushels. would give o supply for the
country  of about 630,000.000 bushels, which  would
be only 40,000,000 or 50,000,000 bushels more than the
home needs,

“Any disaster to the Spring wheat crop” savs the
New  York Analyst, “would mean that not enough
wheat would be raised in America to supply domes
tic requirements.  Spirng wheat conditions, however,
are quite promising at present,

“The situation as far as urope is concerned s
pavticulavly  servious, The exports of wheat from

Novth  Ameriea since July 1 have been 262,000,000

bushels, againsg 000,000 the previous yvear. Unless
the wheuat suppiies raised in France, [taly, and ng-
Land are considerably larger than the amount raised
last year, the requirements from Norlth America will
pe fully as large for the coming season as for the
past, so that a very great deal will depend on the
ctitiurn of the American and Canadian Spring wheat
o,

“Ihere will be practicadly no surplius of  wheat

carviivd over in the United States or Canada this sea-

son, compared with a surplus carvied over last July
of about 233.000,000 hushels. so that it is essential
that @« large crop bhe raised this year. Fut for the
huge carryv-over last July from the record crop of

the preceding year the condition of Purope as (o
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UNITED STATES WINTER WHEAT MISHAP.
The upper line relates to the size of the Winter
wheat crop, the 1917 figure being the indicated yield

on April 1. The lower line relates to the acreage
planted to Winter wheat. The two lineg in contrast
show that the crop has been much more than ten
times the acreage in all excepl two yearg, 1901, and
again this year. The condition on April 1 was 63.4
compared with 78.3 last year, and &3.8 the year before.

supplies would have been extremely grave, neces-
sifating the bringing of greatly increased supplies of

wheat from India and Australia. There is a very

April 17, 1917.
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' INCREASE IN COST OF FOOD.

Staple Articles Cost 40 Per Cent. More Than
Two Years Ago.

Statistics collected by the Department of TLabor,
Ottawa, show increases in the prices of grain, meats,
vegetables, textiles metals fuel and coal oil and
building materials to have taken place during
March, The cost of list of 29 staple foods for
a family of five for a week was 310.70 in March,
as compared with $10.46 in IFebruary, $8.36 in March,
1916, and $7.68 in March, 1914. There has thus been
an increase of almost 40 per cent. in the expendi=-
ture of the average family for food. Meats and po-
fatoes showed the largest increases, while eggs were
considerably cheaper and the price of dairy butter
fell slightly. Statistics in regard to other items of
the family budget show that anthracite ceoal aver-
aged $10.66, as compared with $10.99 a ton in Febru-
ary, and $8.56 in March of last year.

Rents advanced in Quebec city, in several On-
tario cities and in Ikdmonton.

The department's index number for wholesale
prices rose to 220.6, as compared with 217.3 for
I"ebruary, 176.4 for March, 1916, and 137 for March,
1914,

On the other hand 23 changes, affecting 2,500
workers, indicated that the upward tendency of
wages still continued. The changes reported in-
volied persons engaged in branches of the transs-
portation industry, metal trades and in civic em-

ployment.
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AN INDUSTRIAL CENSUS FOR 1917.

In an interview on IMriday last, the Rt. Hon. Sir
Ceorge (Foster made the announcement that a com-
prehensive census of the industries of Canada would
be taken for the vear 1917 by the Census and Statis-
tics Office, It is believed that for the period of re-
construction which will follow the return of peace the
fullest possible data with regard to industrial under-
takings of all kinds ought to be available. In Great
Britain the reconstruction committee of the Cabinet
is considering a similar suggestion.

A postal census of the manufactures of Canada was
taken for 1915, and the results, with those of the
census of 1911, constitute the latest information now
available, It is intended, however, to make the Cen-
sus for 1917 much more comprehensive and to bring
all data up to date. The plans are already drawn up
for certain sections of the field; they will be com-
pleted during the summer and the inquiry launched
towards the end of the year, so that the results will
li available for 1918, ’

large supply of wheat still in Australia, and a very
important supply in India, but the question of bring-
ing this supply forward is one of tonnage. Owing
to the vast loss of tonnage and the great length of
time required for journeys from India and Australia
to Great Britain, but little of this wheat has been
brought forwird this season, With the present pros-
pects for the United States Winter wheat crop it will
be necessary ta move this surplus.”




