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RAILWAY BOARD RESERVES DECISION
ON EXPRESS DELLVIRY CHAKGES.
The application of Toronto merchants and manu-
facturers for the extension of the present free deliv-
ery service to the present corporate limits of the
¢ity, and urging the cancellation oi the manifest
fee of ten cents charged on all express shipments
rrom the Unied States wag received by the Dom-
inion Railway Beard in Toronto lasi week. Ii was
shown that there were 592 merchanis in the out
lving districts who were refused free delivery. Mr.
M, K.
Citizeus' Express and Freight Campaign (Committee
cluimed that under the charter of the express com-
they were compelled (o make a personal de-

(‘owan, K. who represented the ‘I'oronto

panies
livery to the consignce. In other places in (‘anada
where the population ranged frou 1,000 to 2,000
thiere was a free delivery, while in Toronto there
wis i population of seventy five thousand unserved.
He admitted that the express companies were en-
titled to a ltam return for their labor and money
s ested, bue s thoy were public utilities they did
not  have the right to disceriminate  between  two
merchant Wi may happen to o bhe separated by
A houndary Tine.

Mro Angus MacMurchy, who represented the Dom

inion Expross Company, clidmed that the Railway
o oner had  never ordered  a railway  or
capress o company o oinaugurate an additional ser

vice oo loss. There was no discerimination so lar

wres tooshow that the company was giving a ser-

is company was concerned. He produced fig-
vice an o some of the outlying districts, the business
ol which was not sufficient to reimburse the com-
pany for tiie trouble.  The delivery area of Toron-

'

»ocovered twenty  square gniles, in three square
nitkes ol which cighty per cent of the husiness was
done by the company.

vir. Macrurchy pointed out thal the population
o the area clamoring for the free delivery system

WS  VOry sparse According o statistics, figured

an the ha ol Tive to a family, the population of

North
Toronto, one family, and Earlscurt and Northwest

Toronto, iy

st Toronto per acre was four families:

families

Fhe Commission reserved judgnient on the cu

THE MARITIME COMMERCIAL TRAVEL»
LERS" ASSOCIATION HOLDS ANNUAL

MEETING.
Phee o ieeting of the Maritine Comnter cial
Fravellers™ Association was held ar Fialitax on e
al o owhich ofticers were electod for the * comine
R A MroJLames ¢ denes sneeeeds Mre J 1 Petre
s President, Messes, A e raser and D, Me
INinne y were electol Viee- idents, aml Messy (®
I Fanthner and 1S, Ritehio, Secretaries of

Clhubat Habiran s and S John respectively The
membersion of the club for 1916 shows o slicht in
rease during the vear being 1,270 as oo mpared wiih
P28 1950 Out o a total of ten decensed mem
bers durine the yvear no less than four died in the
crvice of the Fpireo The financial resalt of the
business ol the year, as proesented in the annnal re
port ol the Board of Management, shovs ANoinerease
ol S5V T an che aecunmbated funds, and that the

folal resonrces now amouint to $128.056. 18

SHORT WEIGHT LEGISLATION.

IFollowing, representations  noade in connection
With the investigation of the vising cost of living
the Pederal anthorities lave  promised that  legis-
Lition will e introduced next session to strengthien
Xisting laws recarding short weights in canned
soods, packagze goods, efe, It was disclosed dur-
ing the investigation that in most canned goods and
packace foods the net weight was considerably loss
than the consumer thought he was buying. The
weight of the tin or the weight of the cardboard
hoxes in nearly every case is included in the os-
tensible contents  weight for which the customer
pays. Furthermore it has been shown that the pro-
portion of water in canned goods is unduly high.
With a view to enable consumers to ascertain jusl
how much net contents they are really paying for,
the proposed law will, it is understood, require the
manulacturer to explicitly state the net weight on
the label. Other safeguards against *legal fraud”
will also be incorporated in the new legislation,
which will be modeled on the pure-food laws en-
acted some time ago in the United States. The leg-
sslation if enacted will be a practical and effee-
tlve step towards meeting an important contribu-
ting factor to the increased cost of living.

THE NEWSPRINT INVESTIGATION.

The United States Trade Commission has been
investigating the alleged newsprint shortage and as
(Canada is a big factor in the supply of news this
country is vitally concerned with the outcome. Sev-
eral Canadian papermakers'attendcd the hearing.
According to the plan now tentatively adoptcd under
the leadership of the Trade Commission, a distribu-
tion of print paper is apparently to be planned and
carried out through the efforts of a joint confercnce
represeniing manufacturers, consumers and the Gov-
ernment as embodied in the Trade Comumission.
There seems to be a feeling that in this case some
good results may be arrived at in the direction of
mitigating prices and equalizing supplies.

The points upon which the Commission especially
desired light were listed as follows:

“Measures susceptible of bringing about o
nmore equitable distribution of paper among pub-
lishers.

“Measures susceptible, in the view of the wit-
nessc s, of preventing prices from rising to pro-
lribitive levels?

“The feasibility of co-operation between large
publishers and manufacturers.,

“The desirability of an embargo on « xports.

“I'he possibility of publishers profiting in the
long run by refraining from entering into con-
iracts covering a long period of time at a fixed ~
price.

“The possibility of small publishers profiting
by adopting the plan of co-operative buving.”
Statistical data relating to the print paper indus-

try was laid before the hearing by the Trade Com-
mizsion and it was cxplained that the facts therein
contained would form the basis for the Commission's
report. These facts were accepted at the hearing as
on lurive evidence.

Net Receipts Grow Slowly.

The stutistics presented by the Commission show-
cd briefly that market prices this year have increas-
cd to a much greater extent than contract prices,
but constituted such a small proportion of the total
deliveries of manufacturers that the net receipts per
ton at mill showed only a small advance. Recent
renewals of contracts have ranged from $3 to $.50
Fob. mill and marl et priceg-lhs
high as $10 delivered.

& been reported as

Fhe average cost figures obtained frem principal
Canadian mills, it was reported, was about $4.50 per

ton Tess than the average for the United States mills

inoLulG,

Both Canadian aud United States averages

howed no inerease in cost during the first hall of

A1 as combvared wifth 1915, These averages repre

cnt omore than SO per cent ol tha total production
oFaewsorint of United States mille and about 75
ercentob the dotal prodaction of Conadian wills

Thee Conpmiseion exnlained that  in revidineg e

cost ficures shown hy (he hooks or the manufaeiur-

Crsos0as tooarrive ot the true cost of birodveing

newserint paper the following

imuortant

changes

Cmnde

maerast  chinrees, inter-company protits and

nrofits  were sliminated, De

and o pranafoy

nrecition eharees wers compated by (he Commis

onoand snhatitnged for the o

shown hy the hooks
O the e inrors, Stninaee cliarges were re-
dueed ina row enses where found {o bhe excessive,
Suchoitems carried  in profit ard loxs accounts
profits on tlhe

a8
safe of sereenings and of wasto mafoe.
rial. and discounts on purchases, were credited hiack
Lo cosTs. Al of the revisions made in the coste ag
shown by the hooks of (e manufacturers re-ulted
Cdnduction of $£1.48 per ton from the averae
for 1915

m
e cost

and $1.15 per ton for the first half of 1916.
Profits Per Ton Higher.

Selline expenses of the mills, it was reported, wore
lowerin the first half of 1916 than in 1915, and profits
per ton were higher. The percentage of profits on
net sales was declared to he no index of the rate of
profit on investment. Figures on the book invest-
ment, revised where information showed inflations
in capital, the rate of profit,_ for nineteen United
States companies in 1915, W;l.\‘ averaged at 5.92 per
cent, as compared with 9.34 per cent for fifteen com-
panies in the first half of 1916. These profits, it was
explained, were obtained from the total business of
these companies, most of which are engaged mainly
in the manufacture of newsprint paper. The rates
ol profits on the cost of investment, if it could have
heen obtained, the V(‘ommission stated, would prob-
ably have been somewhat larger than the rates on
the revised book investment.

The information gathered by the Commission also
showed that in some cases jobbers made large pro-
£s on huy-and-sell transactions, but no commissions

were above 5 per cent. The margins of profit Wwere
higher as a rule on transient than on contract busi-
ness. The deliveries used to make these computa-
tions were made directly from the mill to the pub-
lisher and did not pass through the jobbers’ ware-
house, so that the cost of business was much less
than for salcs from stock. . )

The Commission also reported that both produc-
tion and imports increased substantially in the first
half of 1916 over the two preceding half-year periods.
After deducting the exports, which also increased,
thie quantity available for domestic consumption in
the first half of 1916 was 17 per cent greater than in
the first half ¢f 1915, and 9 per cent greatecr than {n
the second half of that year. Deliveries more than
took care of this increase, for the stocks on hand at
all points decreased 10,340 tons during the first six
months of 1916.

NEW BRITISH FLOUR SCHEDULE.

The British Government order regarding the per-
centages of flour that must be extracted from
wheat of various qualities is expected to increase
the yield of wheat by 8 1-2 per cent. The order came
into force as regards milling on November 27—
that is to say, on and after that date no wheat
may be milled except in accordance with this sche-
dule. On and after January 1, 1917, only flour mill-
¢d in accordance with thie schedule may be used
for' making bread or any other article of food.

A subsequent order will be issued requiring pcr-
iocdical returns of stocks of wheat received and of
flour and offals milled, and of all stocks in hand
on the date the milling order came into operation
—i.n‘.‘. November 27. R

Communications as to these two orders should be
addressed for the present to the Board of Trade
(food suoplies) Gwydyr House, Whitehall, S. W.

The following is the schedule of percentages of
flour that must be extracted from wheat of various
qualities, as listed below:

Per cent.

IEnglish .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 176
Choice Bombay .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. T8
Anstralian .« sw o w5 sx 55 sw e se I8
blne Stemy o s we s o5 me we ss ws 10

Nalla Walls sc 22 25 55 55 35 56 o e OB
Ne. 2 Red Western .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 16
No. 2 Red Winter ... ... ... ... ... 74
No. 2 new Hard Winter (1916) .. .. 76
Ne. 1 Northern, Duluth .. .. .. .. 5
No. U Northern, Manitoba, old c¢rop 8
Nn, 2 Northern, .‘\l:vnimh:n, old crop .. T
No. 3 Northegn, Manitoba, old crop .. 73
Choice White Karachi .. .. .. .. ..
voll Red Kapaehi o oo ww ws s oz 5w 49
Rosufes 020105 oo 55 my ww 55 sm we 5% 10
Baril, 61 1-2 1h. .. . $E W & e d% ewm 14
Barletta-Russo, 61 1-2 1b. .. .. .. .. 74

MT LIOCUOR STORES
IN SASKATCHEWAN GO.

GOVER:

The Province of Saskatchewan voted ubniistak-
ably strong against the continuation of liquor stores
When

in the province under government control.

fion went into effect a year and a hall ago,

prokb:
and hars were abolished throughout the province,
the government undertook to ameliorate the situa-
ticn by providing liquor stores in the towns and
At the same
time the organized liquor interests were forced out
of existence, so that when the referendum was

cities under government jurisdiction.

taken last week, the province was almost unanimous

in its answer that the liquor store system should be
abolished. The government has promised that the
twenty liquor stores now in business will close on
December 30th never to open again. Every ves-
tige of the traffic is now abolished.

DEALINGS IN METALS PROHIBITED.

The British Government has issued an order pro-
hibiting all dealings on the London metal exchange.
This action has heen under contemplation for some
time, and means that all future purchases must
be made through official channels. For some time
the London copper market has been fictitious.
Dealers have had to secure a permit from the gov-
ernment in order to trade in over 50 tons. Electroly-
tic copper has continued to advance on the London
metal exchange up to the present time, despite
the fact that little metal changed hands. The Rrit-
ish government supplies more than 95 per cent of
of munition factories in Great Britain with the red
metal when it is needed.
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