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The Theller Story of the Rebellion Con-
tinued —His Trial and Convietion—
Chief Justice Robinson the Presiding
Judge—Christopher Hagerman the

©rown Prosecutor— An Orange dJury |

—Defence, That He Was an Ameri-
can Citizen, and Could Net be Guilty
of Treason to Her Majesty.

Chicago, June 4, 1904,

The sixth of April was the eventiul
day ordered for my trial. Karly in
the morning my chains were knocked
off and under a strong guard I was
escorted to the court. A crowd had
already* assembled and I was placed
in the prisoner’s box,'in the , centre
of the room, opposite the bench. As
soon as the excitement occasioned
by our entrance had subsided, I, was
directed to listen to the indictment
which had been preferred against me,
for the ofience of high treason against
her most gracious majesty, the queen
of Great Britain and Ireland. This
was done by the clerk, who conclud-
ed by asking me the question whether
I was *“‘guilty or not guilty.” T ad
dressed the court in Aeply: . “That |
had no counsel and was not Yonver-
sant: with the forms of law or the
proceedings of the courts ol justice.
That the little information 1 possess-

ed on such matters had led me to hc—|

lieve that il was customary to ask
a prisoner, charged with so heinous
an offence, whether he wa« ready or
ot for trial, and I requested that
convenient time might be allowed me
to send for testimony to prove that
1 was not the person mentioned in
the indictment; that I had never re-
sided at Malden as set forth; that I
was not a British subject, but a citi-
zen of the United States; and that
consequently, as such, I could not be
guilty of treason, owing no allegiance
to the British Crown.”

In answer to this appeal the court
directed that my appeal should be em-
bodied in an affidavit, Jand that then
the subject matter should receive
attention. Two gentlemen of the
bar volunteered and received permis-
sion of the court to assist me. I
retired with them to a small room,
and they prepared the necessary affi-
davit,
of facts to which 1 alluded. Bothk
these gentlembn assured me that
they would render me any assistance
in their power, if such aid could be
of any service, but stated at the
same time that they felt confident
that their services would be all in
vain, as it was currently and au-
thoritatively reported that I could
not be permitted to escape; that my
execution was already determined up-
on, as a necessary example; and
that their professional aid would not
only be prejudicial, but ruinous to
them. Staggered but not prostrat-
ed by this annunciation, I returned
to the court room, and the affidavit
was read by tbe clerk. This called
to his feet Haggerman, the Attor-
ney-General of the Province, a large
man, with an unmeaning, bloated
countenance; his nose nad been bro-
ken, but whether in a midnrght
brawl or not, I cannot say; but it
gave a hideous and disgusting  look
to his face. This defect had earned
him, throughout the province, the
sombrequet of ‘‘Handsome Kit.”” He
addressed the court with  much
warmth against any postponement of
the trial, remarking that ‘‘the affida-
vit- was only a pretext to gain
time; that the prisoner was bound
to be prepared; that the Crown's
witnesses were present at an expense
to the Government; and that the pri-
soner had already cost the Govern-
ment a considerable amount. That
there should be no further delay, and
that the court might be relieved from
all doubt of the propriety ol refusing
the application, he would Iroc}_v ad-
mit the principal allegations In the
affidavit. He would admit that he
was a naturalized citizen of - the
United States, that he had not re-

sided in Upper Canada, that he had -

been first fired upon by the British au-
thorities at Malden, and bad  heen
subsequently driven ~ upon their
shores, and every other material alle-
gation he would freely admit as

proved.”’
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comprehending the statement '

knowing that they were all a packed.
jury of Tories, | deemed it of little
‘consequence to exercise the right of
peremptory challenge, a privilege, im-
potent as I was then situated, veing
a stranger amidst foes, and placed in
the attitude of contending with pow-
er clothed with legalized form, and
E;ounded with ininiical passion and

udice. felt as if my doom was
determined Yand all that was mcum-
bent upon me was to keep in 1e-
membrance the cause that had call-
ed me te act, and to take heed that
civil liberty and the rights of Am-
erican citizenship should not be im-
paired through nervous timidity or
cpiminal  remissness on Ty part,
Waiving, therefore, the right to «hal-
lenge, which was conceded by the
court, 1 boldly sinsisted that my
protest against the right to try me
as a British subject should be enter~4
o; record, and my request was grant-
ed.

| . - *

Although not an important incident
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point and so far as well authenticat-
ed precedent could illustrate and :
tablish the principle for which
contended, all doubt as to-4he irue
relation of the prisoner to the Brit-
ish government must be removed. -

The witness for the crown was then
called. First on the stand appeared
a Mr. Elliot, of Sandwich, wbo,.ﬁ
ing sworn, testified ‘‘that he

in the Canadian revolution, yet as
]lhis protest compgehends priviieges |
presumed to be  conferred by

naturalization laws of the United
States, I recur to it, that others of |
my native countrymen similarly
, tuated, may learn by my experience |
how littls it availeth u. e~  Pritish |
laws to have foreswoin '1iti-h pro-

Jdaw of the United States, although
bound with the stars and stripes, |
carry no shield against British con- |
structior of man's natural right to |
choose his own home and adopt his |
own country These boasted pri-|
vileges of American law sound well |
in theory .and work well in peace;
but until treaty regulations abolish

forgyer the tyrant’s d(wtripe of
“once a suhiect alwdys a subject,’ 1
i little practical blessing is conferred

| in times of commotion and war; per-
jods of national trouble in Which
my countrymen are never backward |
in commingling. :
I solemnly protested against ‘the |
right of the court to try me for high
treason, because: ®
First, as an American citizen T|
jcould not be tried for the alleged
, offence, not owing any allegiance tnI
the throne of Great Britain. ¢
' Second, that if 1 had, by the facts
{alleged in the indictment, made my-
self amenable for any oficence, it was
' against the laws of nations, and that |

| England, and that I could not be tri-
ed before a provisional court.

| Third, that the facts alleged com-

"prehended a high offence against (he
laws of the United States, to which
I, as a citizen of that republic, was
amenable, and to whose jurisdiction
1 should be returned.

Th® Chiel Justice directed the pro-
test to be recorded, the jurors were
sworn, and the trial proceeded. The
Queen's Counsel, a Mr. Sherwood,
opened the case for the Crown. This
sprout of revolutionary Toryism com-
menced by a detailed account of what
he could prove from gallant and re-
spectable gentlemen who had assist-
ed in the capture of what he wts
pleased to term the brigands of Mal-
den. He essayed to refute the posi-
tion assumed by the prisoner in his
affidavit for postponement, admitting |
the fact that he was a naturalized
citizen of the United States, and en-
titled to the rights of suchk character
as long as he remained subject to
the laws of that government; but
that the British constitution and
laws recognized no such rights, and
that they ceased the moment he was
found in ‘arms against the govern-
ment of his birth, that having been
born in Her Majesty’s domains, no
subsequent act oi his could release
him from the obligations imposed by
birth: that being once a subject he

! was always a subject; that allegi- | .
| of glutting his long flestering rancor

ance was perpetual; it was the natur-
al incident of birth, a doctrine in-
separable from the spirit of the Bri«|
tish constitutien, which it would "be
moral treason to countervert, or
deny. In illustration he cited the
case of one Aeheas McDonald, who
had been tried and convicted of trea-
son a century ago. This man had
been engaged in the Scottich rebel-
lion of-1745, as a partisan of the Pre- |
tender. He was a French officer and
was taken prisoner. Having been
born in Scotland, but removed from
that country when a mere infant, |
to France, where he was

before a higher tribunal, sitting i"iol Brigadier-General in the

| Malden.

seen me at Detroit, in the month
of December, taking an active part

ister relief to the Canadian suffer-
ers, and that he had also seen me on

i .5 ;
SI-1 another occasion in that city officiate ' soner was

as one of the officers of another meet-
ing for the same purpose, and heard
me address the meeting, condemmning

tection, and that the naturalization | j, strong language the course pursued , intents and

by the british authorities, and styk
ing the conduct of the provincial gove
ernment as tyranical and atrocious.
He also beheld me giving money to
relieve the distresses of the fugitive
rebels.”” In- reply to a question

| which I was allowed to put on cross-

examination, the witness stated:
“That Detroit was an American city

and that the rebels were there called.
the |

‘Canadian refugees.’ "’

Next came Major Laughlin,
sheriff of the Western Distriect ol
Upper Cardada, who testified to a
conversation he had had with me in
Windsor, some time prior. to the al-
fair at Malden, in which I had made
use of language that was highly trea-
sonable—wishing success to
and others of the Lower Province,
who, 1 had said were struggling for
liberty. & On being requested to par-
ticularize the language 1 had used,
he said 1 had boasted of being a
Republican, and prayed that the Can-
adas might coon be a rep'blic,
subsequently he haa lled at the

——."t -

feelings of alarm created by ' the
“‘infamous MacKenzie,”' the night
that Toronto was threatened; and he
concluded his blood-thirsty harangue
by invoking the jury, by their ver-
dict against me, to set an example
to the lawless renegades on both
sides of the line. He informed the

Papineau

jury that he was aware that the ma-
jor part of them were Irishmen; but
he thanked God that they were loy-
al Irishmen—men whose promptitude

th"lat a public meeting, called to min- , and shose bravery had saved to Her

that province, the brightest
diadem. That the pri-
their countryman born,
| but was a“renegade to their feelings;
that his education and habits had
!mad(- Pim a republican, and to all
purposes was a ‘‘Yan-
‘kw"' that his lordship would ex-
plain to them the law, and that he
doubted not that their verdict would
teach such renegade krishmen that
the people of Her Majesty’s provinces
would not submit to have their pro-
perty wrested from them, nor their
wives and daughters given as a prey
to the lust of the brigands, although
led on by such a Jacobin as the
prisoner.

He looked a moment at me, I re-
member, with a countenance full of
hate, and requested the jury to ex-
amine the daring, rechkless, uncon-
cerned look of the ruffian, as he cour-
teously styled me. I met his ana
; their gaze with a smile of contempt,
| which gave Hagerman another op-
portunity to launch out in a tirade
against me, and what he called the
hell-born system, of republicanism.
He concluded with the stanza from
Scott:

Majesty
gem in her

‘“‘Lives th a man with soul so dead
Who never to himself has said,

; prisoner’s store in Detroit and heard } This is my own, my native land?"
consequently, the trial must be had | him say that he held the mmmissig‘ b . e X

service
of the Canadian Provincial Govern-
| ment, and that he knew the prisonet
| to possess great popularity, and.?v
| be highly esieemed by the Canadidh
' population; and that ke had heard
him some davs previous to the at-
tack upon Malden, boldly express
| sentiments of hat to the British
poweé¥" The witness was present at
the capture of the schooner Ann, at
Malden, and wjtnessed the capture of
the prisoner. He was armed und
wore the same umiform in which he
was now dressed.  Witness had ~tri-
ven to tear off the stars from his
breast; but could not sugceed
the resistapce which he made. The
witness expressed his sorrow for the
insult he had given, and with the per-
mission -of the court, now begged the
prisoner’'s pardon.

Another witness was called of the
name of McDonald, who testified in
substance to the same as the previous
witness, as to the conduct of the pri-
soner at public meetings at Detroit;
then followed a few others of no
account. At last John Prince was
called to the stand, who repeated the

same story, but preferred from pro-

frqm !

I would not undertake to give the
precise language of the honorable
barrister, although my memoranda
Lenables ;. me to do so, because it is
not necessary (o' the interest of this
narrative. Suffice it to observe that
his address was one-sided, partial,
cruel, and of the vindictive cast ne-
cessary to pave the way for his pro-
motion, which I understand has since
taken place.

I was informed by the Chief Justice
(Robinson) whom I was obliged to
\address v the appellation of lordship,
{ that T might make my defence.
Notes by thel Editor.—The presid-
ling judge at this trial must have
been Chief Justice Robinson, not Ha-
[german, who was the chief prosecu-
|tor, and ya man very repugnant to
| the Reformers. It is plain that the
jury was mostly composed of Irish
Orangemen. The first witness, Mr.
F1Hott, was, I think, a French-Cana-
dian; at any rate he was a Catholic.
Major Laughlin was a Scotchman,and
a very genial old gentleman, whom 1
once met, while visiting at Sandwich
many years after
/ WILLIAM HALLEY.

fessional habit, to reach the facts by |

a circuitous and irrelevant route and
confirming the sheriff as to my being
taken in arms against her majesty at
ITe manifested much feel-
ing of hostilitv to me personally,and
seemed to rejoice in the opportunity

swore by the wholesale to ev-
ery necessarv fact to secure my
conviction. T ruffled his temper a
little in cross-examination, by asking
him boldly if he was not drunk then
and had not
time of mv capture, all of which was
the fact, and easily to be perceived
by the most common observer. My
ouestions were objected to as a mgl-
ter of course, but 1 enioyved the sal-
isfaction of exposing the reptile to
public raze.

Other immaterial- testimony was in-

and

educated, | troduced, not necessary to recapitu-

and to the service of whose monarch | late in this narrative.

he was attached, he acted in the in- |
vasion but as an officer in the French |
armyv, in the lezitimate obedience of |
orders. All this was alleged upon
‘his tiial, and a similarity of posi- |
tion assumed, such as was presented |
by the prisoner on this trial. \'N|
the plea availed not MecDonald; nor |
could it be of anv consequence to |
the prisoner. The case was mi

- -—__—“——‘"

”, ees.and 8ol
decided to start at
onee.” He’shere with us now,
booked for a six monghs’ course,
Thouglit, before he got our letter,
that schools fzzle lout in June—
closed up entirely in July and
August.

Not ours.

This is a business school. Ready
to serve its patrons every month in
the year. If you have a business,
shorthand, or telegraphy course
in view don’t defer till September,
Write now and get our terms,

Having declined to ofer any excul-
patorv evidence, the Attornev-Gener-
al simmed up, hs the lawvers 11
it, by an impassioned address to ihe
joev, calling to his aid all the op-
prohious epithets that the calander
of Billinesgate could furnish, which

he most hernically applied to the po- |

pulation of the United States in gen-
eral and myself in particular. T was
a brigand, a murderer, a pirate, a
robber, a Yankee, an inhuman mons-
ter. My countrvmen were lawless
renihlicans, actuated by the passions
of the Jacobins of France. ‘The ,Oob-
ject 'was plunder and rapine and he
implored the jury to rémember (he
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been intoxicated at the |

Woods— Lout

A quiet wedding took place in St.
i.eo's Church, Mimico, on Wednesday,

June 1Ist, 1901, where Miss Dawn
L.out of Detroit, was married to W,
J. Weods, 1.D.N, DDS., Toronto.

The ceremony was performed by Rev.
P. Coyle, of the Church of the Holy
| Family, Parkdale.

An interesting feature of the wed-
ding was the presence of Miss Jose-
phine Townsend of: Detroit, 2s brides-
| maid. Miss Townsend is a convent
school friend -of the bride.

Mr. Ed. Wco's.s brother of the
groom, was best man Miss Helen
Plair,” Stratford, plaved the weddin:
march,

After the ceremony the wedding
party repaired to ‘‘Edencourt,” the
residence of Mr. Edward Stock,where

Miss nes Stock gave a  most
vharmi%l wedding breakfast. On
their r@urn the young couple will re-
side at 450 Church street, Toronto.
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| wish, continue this theme in

felt in the demand for Catholic fed-
d Catholic education is sim-
ive in. everything® that
makes “ipr Catholic progress. That
interest  in Temperance
would be a most efficient factor in
that respect will be admitted by all

The social glass has been the pitiall pointment has mef with general

which brought more than one bright
Catholic caréer to a sudden wnd
melancholy termination. It cannot
be said that this danger has begn
disregarded. Catholic bo and
youth have been safeguarded in a
very effectual manfier by the exact-
ing, at the most solemn moment of a
Catholic boy's life, namely, at Con-
firmation, of a pledge to avoid all
intoxicating liquors until the age of
21 years is reached. A high tribute
to the wisdom of this step was re-
cently paid By the ‘‘Leader and Re-
corder’’ in a notice of the adminis-
tration of Confirmation at St. Ce-
cilia’s church, Toronto Junction. In
this way and by personal appeal a
great work of which the world hears
little is being done in our midst on
behalf of temperance.

But these efiorts woald be, mor:
fruitful were they supplemented by
public and imposing demonstrations.
Private and family prayers are of
primary importance, but public wor-
ship is no less necessary. Both are
indispensable. Wherever public wor-
ship is neglected private devotion

soon languishes. And without pri-
vate = devotion public worship be-
comes a matter of the lips. The
same can be said in a large mea-

sure of temperance. A strong public
demonstration will be a s<timblus to
the observance of the pledee made at
the altar and in the presbytery. And
then it will be an object lesson to
those outside the fold.

Convinced of the good such a
movement would do along the lines
indicated, and also as a .restraining
influence on the intemperate zeal
which has done much to discredit the
best interests of temperance, a num-
ber of active Catbolics have met
and discussed the advisability of pub-
lic monthly meetings to which all
lovers of temperance would in-
vited. Our most prominent Ca\ho-
lics would be invited to address
these meetings, and aiter each, &l
who wished to become total abstain-,
ers would be requested to come for-
ward and give their names. The
machinery for such a movement al-
ready exisis. Branches of the Lea-
gue of the Cross have been establish-
ed in Toronto, and these are the
lines on which that organization pro-
ceeds. With charter duly signed and
with a vigorous band of supporters,
a movement of this kind ought to be
welcomed on all sides and achieve a
gratifying success.

Catholic Higher Education

To the Editor of The Register:

The subject of Catholic higher edu-
cation is so wide that it could be
discussed in many issues ol vour pa-
per and yet be far from exhausted.
Take for example one branch which
at the present moment is receiving
particular attention in the United
States, in Ireland, in every country
in  which Catholic " zeal is united
with foresight—the higher education
of the clergy. That they should be
guides not onlv in spiritual matters,
but leaders of thought in all great
social questions, readers of the times
and their wants, has been proclaim-
ed by the prophets of old: ** The
lips of the priests shall guard know-
ledge.”’ Alive to this, the ecclesias-
tical statesmen of the United States
one of whom honored Ottawa with
his presence and charmed it with
his utterances recently, some years
ago set about erecting in Washing-
ton a University which ,would give

Catholic priests a trdining which |
would place them abreast of the !
times on all the great questions of

the dav After many difficulties—
difficulties arising princirally from a
narrowness which showed how much
the broadening efilect of such an
institution was needed—the Catholic
University of Washington is now on
the high road towards realizing the
aims.

With that practical sagacity which
American ecclesiastical leaders enjov |
in a high degree, the Catholic Uni-
versity of Washington was specially
designed to give priests what may
be termed a post-graduate course.
Its founders recognized that a little
experience on the mission will en-

able the voung priest to see just in
what points his seminary training
needs to be supplemented., Contact

with the world opeps his eyes to the
fact that there is much to be learn-
ed if he wishes to achieve success.
He sees how wherein he failed to take
the full Dbenefits of his seminary
training and wherein that training
itself did not take into due con-
sideration the conditions with which
he finds himself face to face. Now
he knows what and how to study.
And it is just at this state the Ca-
tholic University of Washington steps
in, takes hold of the bri and am-
bitious -young priest, and. develops
the best that is in him by a thorough
training in the highest departments
of those subjects for which he has
a special aptitude ané “which he feel~
to be most useful for his work.
This sketch does notgmtend to con-
vey that the Catholic University of
Washington is designed to be a sort
of superior seminary for priests. Its
aim is«to be a centre of the t
culture for :'Il g‘:? but it :a:;
a specialty t o)olgmt
priest, who has had a little experi
ence of missionary life.
Your eorrespondent will, if y

It is with a wonderful amount of
pleasure that I make the announce-
ment this week of the takimg over of
the parish of St. Joseph’'s by the
new pastor, the Rev. Charles F. Mc-
Gee, late of Maidstone, which ap-

ap-
proval through this diocese

Father Mc(Gee's success has been
attained by his constant attendance
to everything pertaining to thre ad-
Vancement of the Catholic people of
this diocese whenever he has admin-
istered. to their wants, and his efforts
to “‘build up” Catholicity has been
recognized and appreciated by the
Bishop by . his appointment to this,
the banner congregation of the Lom-
don Diocese. Father McGee's care-
ful watchfulness, his keen judgment,
will soon be felt here.- His business
tact and his proper fitness above all
as a priest of God, soupds aloud his
mark cf success in this rapidly
growing parish. In Father McGee's
opening remarks at early mass ‘' on
Sunday morning last he stated that
he was no stranger to them, having
nearly twenty years ago administer-
ed to their wants under the Jate Dean
Kilroy. ~He had kind remembrances
of them yet and as he had been ap-
pointed to this -important parisk by
the Bishop, he was proud of the hon-
or conferred upon him and would do
his best to make his services felt and
appreciated in this place. He wish-
ed the hearty co-operation of the par-
ishioners and under their influence the
church of St. Josepk would no doubt
prosper.

Some important changes would be
necessary in order to meet the re-
quirements of the priest and people,
and in future early mass on Sunday

mornings will be at 8 o’clock, Ves- .

pers at 7.30 p.m., and during the
week mass at 7 30 a.m. in place of
8 o'clock.

Last Friday afternoon, June 3rd,
the Separate School children of this
parish gathered together in the as-
sembly hall on Grange street, to wel-
come ‘their new pastor and the sup-
ervisor of their school, the Rev.
Charles E. McGee. The children
opened the meeting with a song of
greeting and an address of welcome
was read by Master Frank Stock.
A presentation of bouquets by Master
Edmond Kneitl and Miss Colette 0~
Brien was much to be admired. Fa-
ther McGee replied to the gather
in his usual pleasant. manner :5
was followed by Mr. Ceughlin, of
the Truetee Board, who made a capi-
tal speech.

Later on in the day a similar re-
céptien was tendered to him at the
Loretto Convent. Flowers and sing-
ing was also the leading features of
the meeting and altogethe:r the wel-
come to Father McGee was full of
earnestness and appreciation.

Following is the report of St. Jos-

eph’s School for May, 1904:

Prize Winners.—Highest in Arithme-
tic, Daniel Kelly; application, Mary
Sullivan; general proficiency, Irene
Goetler.

Grade 1., Junior.—Georgina Winge-
felder, George Wingeifelder, Mary
Eckert, Jessie Workman.

Grade I., Senior.—Ethel Kane, An-
nie Ryan, Miriam Hishom, Marie
Wahl, Agnes Kane, Justin Dyer, Wal-
ter Killoran, Mary Wiess.

Grade II., Junior.—Reta Burney,
Olive McCafirey, Fred. Wik, Anna
Koebel, Lizzie McQuade, Nellie Dev-
lin, Austin Terreberry, Jokhn ~ Fitz-
gibbons, Mary Bart, Leonora Dur-
and, Irepne O'Hara.

Grade I1., Senipr.—Fred Killoran,
Joseph McDonald, Percy Slatterie,

Henry Wiess, Thomas Dillon, Frank
(Griven, Katie Bannon, Lillie Castle-
ton, Marie Swift, Bridget (’Brien,
Agnes Cahill.

Grade II.—Lily O’Brien, Annette
O'Brien, Marie O'Donnell, John Flan-
nigan, Gertie McQuade, Jennie Dev-
lin, Helena Roche, Augustine Mec-
Quade.

Fourth Grade—Irene Goettler, Rhea
Kneitl, Emma Kneitl, Lawrence 0O’-
Brien, Leon Long, Camilla Duggan,
Frank Stock, Daniel Kelly, - Ruby
Swan, Evelyn Quilter.

The host oi iriends of Rev. Father
Brennan, pastor of St. Basil's, will
be delighted to know that his health
is returning rapidly.
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