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stature, still, he, like the rank and Hie of 
of Israel was afflicted withthe army

timidity when'he beheld the greater 
stature of Goliath, “and all Israel were 
dismayed, and greatly afraid.” # 

Physical prowess may overawe timid-
r Paul «d S.U, .t Philippi. "w£ i,yThis ta«futdaeyfyi7g1,phili,in« relied

S. S. Lesson—Acts 16:1.-34 I*n “ '9°3- P,u| was in a condition of d, .pair, he des- upon his size, |"» tai^weapons,

Ï.ÏK ■“ 1S&ÎZÏ2 RASAS 5,=ifrw-SSgS.. _..—.... »......- ^ m r..
Inner prison, v 14. It was not the first „nnK, o( ,11—“Sin revived, and I terrible to behold, tor •‘All the men ot

time that the apostles had suffered on behalf .jrf „ R„m . . g. There is a story of a Israel saw the man, fled from Jim. and
of the fai.h. The world is not ashamed of °je1’t of Tjbet_ a grclt lama, who went all were sore afraid It 1is an awful thing
reviling those who Interfere with their plans £ d d„„n ,hr„Ugh India in search of the when "the army of the living God quai s 
and success. The followers of Jesus must lay f£er of ,he arrnW] in which if a man washed, before an arm of He h. Israel was humili- 
their account with opposition and wusvndcr- . rl(an5ed from all taint and trouble of ated by her timidity and God had to teacn 
standing. “In the world ye shall have 0ur search for the way of life cannot her a lesson. He uses the weak things
tribulation,“ John 16 : 33 “If they have k 'too e,rnest and urgent. of the world to confound the things that
persecuted Me, they will also persecute you, Believe on the Lord Jesus, v. 31. Simple are mighty ; and so he selects a youth, a 
John 15 : 20. but sufficient order. Christ is the only way stripling unused to the art of warfare and

Prayed and sang, v. 15. What a unique )(1 (he Un(1 of „ace ,„d safely. Rom. 1: 16; with an experience limited to the protec-
prison experience I And as they sang tne Tnhn - : 16. Faith is not magic, not accept- tion of sheep, whilst his adversary was
Psalms or some recently composed Christian J , few do(-trines Faith is union a man of war from his youth,
hymn, the cell would become transformed with Christ. It is becoming His friend and We naturally excl 11m, these antagonists 
for them, and they would almost see the Son (ollowcr it is being admitted into His society, are unequal y matched ; so thought the 
of God walking in their midst, like the He- one nn\ of cuslomSl b it of life Jesus army of Israel, and his own brothers 
brew children in the fiery furnace, Dan. 3 : lc,ches us ,hat we can 1 vpect forgiveness, called his courage “pride and heart 
ae. Prayer is the very life of the Christian, „Therc therefore now ,m con, emnation naughtiness ” True courage inspires 
and singing should be his daily habit. To (f) |brm which are in Christ Jesus," Rom. confidence and seeks to strengthen the 
omit one's morning prayer is like forgetting g . r yje drives off ihe lonlmess. For faintheartedness of others ; nence, David 
to say “Good morning I" to our friends, and “dwell in your heart, hy faith ” says to Saul : “Let no man s heart fail
neglecting to Ulk to them. Singing is the causes the old self to be changed, "If because of h m ; thy servant will go and
best antidote to grief. If anyone is heavy, anT man he in Christ, he is a new creature," fight with this Philistine ”
let him sing hymns. People lay up money , Cor. t : 17. He gives us His peace, John There is no parallel between the two 
lor the future and wish for some support for |g , ’ ’ combatants, it is all con ra:i. Youth
their old age, but the greatest treasure of all, The «me hour of the night, v. 33. A against maturity ; warrior against shep-
the richest income, it God Himself, and we mol, prompt and practical believer, this herd ; unusual size against ordinary pro-
lay up treasure with Him by prayer and jaj,er „ho „j|| nnl even wait an hour before portions ; training and skill against
song. n J declaring his faith, and showing his faith by inexperience ; warrior’s weapons and

Prisoners heard, v. 15. Unusual sounds bis works. A rebuke and an example, he is armour against playthings and ordinary
for such a place and time. Curses and groans to those who in everything except their garments : self-reliance against firm faith
are replaced by the strains of sweet music. Christian service are prompt in God. No wonder Goliath, not know-
It was a marvellous concert. Some despair- _______ , ing the wonderful power of laith in God,
ing criminal would take hope again, some di-dained with contempt bis insignificant
wayward son would remember the sweet David and Oollath. enemy and asked : "Am 1 a dog, that
voice of his mother, and change in the heart ‘ av CEO. w. Armstrong. thou comest to me with staves ’ Staves
would come from the service of song. Who are useful to control sheep but are as
can ever tell of the spiritual blessing which David and Goliath may be looked upon nolhing to withstand my spear, the stall 
prayetlul singing has brought to the troubled, as representative men. Goliath repre- cf which is like a weaver’s beam and the 
sinful world ? Let us not refuse to give out sented the national God of the Philistines, spear head weighs six hundred shekels of 
share of song in the journey that we take Dagon ; David, the representative of the jron.” Goliath with his heathenish heart 
through life. Lord of Hosts—the God of Israel. knew nothing of unseen weapons and

A great earthquake, v. s6. The God to They each represented their respective armour 1 
Whom Paul and Silas prayed held the earth nations-Israel and Philisrra. They each q,,,;,,;, had an helmet of brass upon 
in His hands and could move it at will, represented the fighting po«er-the army hU head and he was armed with a coat 
The unexpected calamity seems to have of these nations Goliath was the mai, and the weigh, of lhe COat was
surprised these Christians in no way. They champion of spin ual darkness, moral fivc lhousand shekels of brass. -And he 
trusted God, and perhaps went on singing, degeneracy, and heathenism. David the haJ eave, ofbrass upon hls legs and a 
“Th, refute will not we fear, though the champion of spiritual enlightenment, * of brass betWeen his shoulders,
earth be removed, ’ Ps. 46 : a. truth and God The army of eat h nation Hjs armour |ike himself, was brasen in

Would have killed himself, v. ay. The stood on a mountain side and the position its nature , David was armed with the
height of deipair is reached by this min, of each was strongly entrenched and each whole arm0urof God. His loins were 
who thinks of suicide. He has no con- army seemed indisposed to become „irt abcut wilh trulh; his breastplate was 
fidcnce in the future, that God can guide aggressive, or. to leave the protecting £ hteousness . his shield, faith; his
him and the world. What a terrible con- shelter their position afforded H nee, he|mel salvalion and his sworiUhat of
diiion, when a man despairs of life, and as was not uncommon in those times. Spirit—all unseen by the physical eye 
thinks it is no more worth Itv ng ! H. re it the fate ot armies and the arbitrament of bm ^ jzed . ,h( ^ fgilh
is fear that prompts the act. W11hjuda.it battle was decided by single combat. When the sling and stone had done
was the remorse of sin. G id can f. rgive Goliaih with his great stature 9 feet tht|r work and f„j,h had gained a victory;

He can make all things work together 9 inches ; hi. immense strength, as in . - , meana were used for physical
for good to those who trust Him. dicated by the weight of the weapons he and ,he boaster’s sword wal used

What must I do to be saved, v 30 The carried ; his for, sight and precaunon for |(jr hjs own dccapilalion. 
all important question, and one which teach self protection, as exhibited by the ...
ers must make plain to their scholars. Sal- armour he wore; was probably in a post- Both c mhatants had stated what they
valion is rescue from danger, and since ihe tion in challenge successfully any in would do with the others carcase when
greatest danger 1. death, salvaiims rescue dividual who could be piled against the fight was over—Goliaih with a large

But the only kind of death is him personal pronoun •■I.” David prefixed
not lhai of the body. There are more awful Golia h's challenge, though apparently his assertion wilh “This day will the Lord
forms of danger A man may be dead while fair, was thinly clad boastfulness, pre deliver thee into mme hand " Then loi-
yet be lives. This is the death of Joy, of au option, and self confidence. “Am not lows David’s personal pronoun “I and
peace, of prosperity. When weariness takes I a Philistine !” . concludesthat therasqltwribfc
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