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• \\\', lln' mvmlxTs of the MIktm Moiiira! A-^iniatji ,ii. r.'|.r.'.i-ntiii.i;

all tlio iiri)aii and ntral .listrirt. . .f Ml.oria. dcMfc to jilacf . .iiisrlvc-
on record a-; lu'iii<x nf (lie (.pinion tlial -liin- i~ mil am \\\nv<- prrvalm!
Iti Alherta tlian in otlur pait'i n| ( anada

•• \\\' dc^iiv, ttirtiicr. to ^tatr that, in ..nr ..pinion, tlu-f i^ al.^ointoh
u.) reason f.)r anxirtv rrij.-irdinL,'- tlu- .-prcid of iIr. diM-a>.v I'lntln-r. -hat
wi- ])la(.-c onr-flvr^ on rci-onl .i- ili^a-rociiis,' ahsolnti-lv uitli the M.nr
nicnt> made li\ I )r. K'itidiir in lii- p.ip.-r r.'i^-.anlin-- tlir iir.-\ .-d.'n.r . .r

;j:oitre.''

Dnrin.i; tin- unii.r oi i,,:,- i,^. ti;,- Wonion^ ln-.tiin!v^ .f r,nti>h
< oinnihia Dassci ;i rt-,olution rr(|no-.iin- tin- • ,o\crinn.'nt to ,i'.|rir>-
into the prcvalcnoc .and .ai-r of -oitrr .ainonLT -idiool diiiilr-n It \\a-
.also c'virliMit that the peo|,le ,.f All.ert.i .and P.ritish ( ohiniLia wer-
.x'l-onnn-^ ni..ir .alarmed and tli.ai ih.. - -e.are."' inste.ad of .lei-rea-":- a.i-
iiUTcasinf,'-.

[n I'el.ni.ir^, i>,\S. the (onnni.M.>n . .f
< 'oiiservation e.mnnnni.ale I

with Dr. I'. I. .slu'pherd. late Dean ot the laeiiitv of .\lediein,- \|.( liP
L niver.sitv. Montrra!, and one of the ln.t,die>t anlhorities in the l).,n.ini.,n
respeetint: j^oitre in (anada. As a result of tiie ncpotiatioii.. l)r
.Sheplierd airreed to nndertake the invcstitration, hut declined to accent
.any reinnner.-.tion other tlian his travellinrr expenses. Tt is onlv proper
that the ( onnnission (,f Conservation should express the '-ra' lude ofMS nienihers and o| the people of .\lherta for Dr. .Shepherd's'altrnis.n in

[

iidertakni- th,-, work when he alreadv had his time fullv occupied uitli
Ins woi-k m conn.ctiou uitli the F[ospitals (onnnission'. Owin- to thedemands upon his time m connection with this war work I)r ^lieulicrd
wa< iinahle to an to the West until earlv in Mav, i,,iS.

On his return, Dr. Shepherd snhmitted the followin.!,' report:
••I arrived in Talo^arv on the morning,' of Mav I3tli and went that

mornin.q- with Mr. .Sweetin,i,r to Cochrane to see Dr. Ritchie and
nivestii^ate as to the frecjuency of t^oiire there.

' He slkiwed nie a niimher of ca.>es of fjoitre. chietlv of the dilYnse
form, and in jrirls from 14 to iS years of aj,'e: iiianv in,adult > aN,, I

.xamined the f,nrls over 13 in the .school and found 4 out of 14 with the
disease. (Jwinq- to lack of time many cases could not he >liown me, luit
I saw enon}.;h to <|raw the conclusion that iroitre u.as verv ,irev,il nt
in Cochrane.

• Dr. Ritchie has rather alarmed the people hv his letters t.i the
pai)ers and personal conversations with v.arious ladies, in which lie

predicted a desener.ate race if stej.s wrre ii.it imniediatelv tak.'ii t..

arrest the spread of t^oitre. lie has n.i very definite ideas ,as to what
should l)e done. I told liini there was no dotii)t that .sjoitre was verv
prevalent there, hut his deductions were all wron.ir ami that his theories
he treated as facts, I also advised him to talk' less, especiallv ahoiii
matters which were jiureiy tiieoretical. Dr. Ritchie could show me 110
case of cretinism .\11 the women suffering' from mjitre told me that the
d.isease was very cnmion and tiiat thev knew of many cases.

"On .Mav i4tli. I saw the Ma\()r ..f Calt^'arv. Dr. Costello. and had
a Umg talk with him. I tohl him the i)revaleiice of ijoitre was a question
of water, .and as.sured him that pure water would rechice the aniomit


