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ordained deacon by him at the Advent ordination the same
year, and appointed curate to the Rev. H. Owen, Rector of
Trusthorpe and Sutton-in-the-Marsh.

The first charge was a trying experience. The parish of
Sutton was a wild district, with a rough and primitive
population, and most of the men had been smugglers in
former times. No school was established, and there had
been no resident clergyman since the time of the Reforma-
tion. Mr. Bompas at once began a great work among the
children, gathering them into his own house, and teaching
them, at first by himself, and later with the help of his
sister and a girl from a neighbouring village. By his care
for the children, and by the unfailing sympathy shown in his
visits to his parishioners, he succeeded in winning their
gratitude and confidence. His plan for the erection of a
school was at first strongly opposed by some of the farmers,
who were unwilling to give land for the purpose. But
Mr. Bompas, with that tact and gentleness which marked all
his dealings, at length overcame opposition, and when he left at
the end of two years the building was completed and opened.

“I can well remember,” writes one, in reference to the
young curate’s work at Sutton, “as quite a little child, how
he won my heart by carrying my poor pet-cat, that had been
hurt by a heavy piece of wood falling on it, into a place of
safety, and doing all he could to ease its pain. Also, about
the same time, in a heavy gale of wind, he was going out to
dinner at Mablethorpe, and, passing through Trusthorpe,
found a little girl blown into the thick black mud at the
side of a big drain, and unable to free herself. He not only
went to the rescue, but carried her to her home at the far
end of Sutton, regardless of dinner! The once,” continues
the same writer, “that he revisited Sutton and preached
there, the people lined the path from church to gate, and
stood waiting for him to leave the church, that they might
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