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that a Minister may find it necessary to discuss with a confidential officer of the Dejiarhnent over which

he presides, involving ( •iibinct secrets that re(]nire at least great cirennispection on the jjart of sm^h officer.

I should like to add that having very strong convictions agnhist the fonner pretensions of the Hudson's

Bay Company' (which are now but matters of history), any remark of mine that may seem harsh, does

not in any way a])[)ly to individuals connected with that Company, from whom T have never I'cceived

anything but the utmost com-tesy, even to the extent of local assistance when pushing the o]>ening of tlie

route by the sending of the mail, and making preliminary improvements between Thunder Bay and lied

River.

Ih/ Mr. Jiobiiixnii

:

T()7. Were you consulted bj' or did you fmiiish any infoiTiiation to the authorities of either the

Local or Dominion Govenmients to be made use of by the Ai-bitrators in the matter ?—No ; I must sny

it very often seems to be the habit of Governments not to consult those who know most about th(>

case that has to be dealt with.
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MoxiHKAi., IStli March, ISTii.

Silt.—1 beg leave to enclose my Report on tlie question submitted to me as to the Northern and

Wester7i Limits of the Province of Ontario.

1 have condensed the Report as nmch a.s possible ; but as my statements may not apjiear altogether

20 satisfactory, not being always based on preci.se authority, I have added notes contaiTiing i)roofs and

illustrations in support of the conclusions at which I have arrived. Some of these may, ])erhaps, go into

greater detail than is absolutely required, but in my investigations of the confused and often contradictory

narratives of the early voyages to, and settlements in Hudson's Bay, I was obliged 1o examine all these

details, and having done so, it was scarcely more ditficidt to reduce the whoh? result of my researches

to writing than to separate the more from the less (>ssential parts.

In the fonn in whicli these notes are jir^'sented. it is hoped they may interest, even where they do

not instruct, those who may hereafter require to make use of tlie accompanying work.

I ha\'e the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant,

T. K. RAilSAY.
30 To the Honorable A. Camimiki.i,, R.M.G., P.C,

&(i., &c., &c., Ottawa.

REPORT.

A difficulty liaving arisen as to what are the true Nor(h(un and Westeni boundaries of the Province

of Ontario, and the (piostion having been referri'd to me for my opinion, I beg leave to report the result

of my investigations.

1. The limits of the Province of Ontario are uefiiied in T/ir British Xortli Ani'rir'iii Act, 1S()7, as

being such part of the Province of (Canada, at tlie passing of the said Act, as formerly formcil the

Province of Upper Canada. We have, therefore, to enquire what were the limits of Ui)per Canada piior

10 to the Legislative Union of I'pper and Lower Canada in 1840.

2. The pf)sition taken by the Government of Canada is, tliat the Northern and Western boundaries

of the Province of Ontario are identical with so much of those laid down in the Ouebec Act

(1-1 Geo. HI., cap. 83), as being the limits of the old Province of (iuebee, as would not include the

former Pnn'iiieo of Lower Canada. That is to say, the westeni boundary of Ontario is tlie mondi.an

passing through the point of junction of tlie Ohio and Mississippi rivers (now ascertained to be 8!) 0' 27"
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