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JESUS FORniDS THE CARRYING OF V^ESSELS THI^OITC.H TFIK TEMPLE -'3

dcmaihl of Him » by ichat author it v does! Thoii the.^e thiii^irs and icho <r,ivc Thee this antliorit v?„
Furious as they already ivcre at the ever.o,oivinir injlneiicc of Jesns. they conid not pardon
Him for an act of authority of such si>yiial impressiveness and in snch\lirect opposition to
what they looked upon as their oicn rights.

Jesus forbids the carrying of vessels through the Temple
Saint Mark — Chap, ii, v. i6

r noil sincbat iit quisquam
traiisfcrret vas per tem-
1)1 urn.

ND would not suffer that any
man should carry any vessel

through the temple.

Jesus, having undertaken to restore order in the Hou.se of His Father, did not content
HiiiLsel/ with thefrst .siceepiiiir reform just described. Yet another alnise had crept in : iiamel v.

thecrossiiiirof the Temple with various vessels in ivhicli

to fetch water more conveniently than by going round.
To understand more clearly how this custom came to he
introduced, what has already been said about the system
oj the -water supply of Jerusalem must be borne in

mind. We knoiv. indeed we havejust repeated, that all
those portions of the Temple open to the sk v were paved
with polished stones and. in some parts, with many co-
loured marbles intended to receive rain water and take it

to the cisterns or reservoirs. The.'te reservoirs were nu-
merous, and ivere muclifreijiientedhythe women ofthe
toivn, zcho /locked to them to draw water for their domes-
tic needs. Beside.^ rain loater these reservoirs received
the water from the sealed fountain on the further side

of Bethlehem and Flam, beyond theWady Urtas. The
w'ater from Solomon's Pools xvas also diverted to them
by means of the atjueducls already referred to. The re-
servoirs thus fed were celebrated, and their water was
much sought after on account of itsfreshness andpurity;
the people, hoicever, preferred to drazv it from the cis-

terns adjoining the Temple to going to fetch it from
outside the toivn at Amygdalum or in the reservoirs of
the Valley ofGihon. 1 his ivas the cause ofthe perpetual J.-J, T._

Women of Geba, Samartj.

gJ>>>'g^ndco,.iiigwhichdestroyedtheretircmentoftheTempie.Itwasnot,hoicever.theoiily^
for all those who wished logo to any place beyond the Temple preferred takiinr a short cut
through It to going round the whole of the vast enceinte, which would have involved a verv
wide detour. -^
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