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upon us. I begin to believe this may not be

true, but hope for a favourable ending.'

Certainly in what you wrote to me you were

thoroughly sincere and honest ; yet your letter

was full of untrue statements because you were

dependent for your information upon a Govern-

ment-controlled press which has misled you for

military and political reasons. How can a nation

know the truth, think clearly, and act righteously

when a few men, called the " State," can commit

you to the most serious enterprise in your history

without your previous knowledge or consent,

and can then keep you in ignorance of vitally

important documents and activities in order to

insure your full support of their perilous under-

taking? Such is the thought which has always

led America to denounce as false the old theory

of
" divine right of kings," long imposed upon

the German people in the more subtle and, there-

fore, more dangerous form of " the divine right

of the State." Our conviction that such a

government as yours is reactionary and incom-

patible with true liberty, and that it stunts and

warps the intellects of its citizens, has been

amply confirmed by extended observation in

your country, and more particularly by the un-

answerable fact that millions of your best blood,

including distinguished men of intelligence and

wealth, have forsaken Germany to seek true

liberty of intellect and action in America, re-

nouncing allegiance to the Fatherland to become


