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«eed had lieen planted, uo doulit it was drifted by tlie v«.iiu. In Mume places tliick

patches or hcdi hnd fonnod, the lurKCHt ponMilily bcinK abuut nn ucre in extent.

Then there were nunieruun MiniiMer putclK'8 povcrinjf neveral hiindrcd square feet

each and a vant niiriilH!r u( ninj^rle pluiilH or Hmall groupM. Act'ordiuK to the
writer's estimate.' the total area that woidd l»e thi«kly coveret. !»y the wiUI relery,

if it could l>e all put to>?ether, would l)o about ten «cn'(«. This rapid inrrease waa
in spite oi the continucuis ravages of the ducks. One mistake was made in plant-
ing the seed which could l»e avt)idtMl uiiolher time. The go'at influence of the
wind wa? not taken into account. Tlio seed wan all put towards the east end of

the lake; the prevailing winds Ixjing wcfterly, it was found that there was a giMieral

drift towards the east (although tlie natural water flow was westerly) son»e of the

seed l)eing driven on the shore before it had an op))ortunity of establishing itself.

This gei.erni tliil'i coubl l»e seen also in the shape of the l»eds or patches of wild

celery, these were alwav^ long and narrow, the long side havlnjr nn ciisteily treml.

In a few years more the plant shoidtl be well started over all parts of tlie lake

which are caitablo of growing' it. This would amount to al»out l/'^ono of the total

estimated area in the IVoviiice, as it was before the addition of INitricia, .ivailablc

as duck-feeding gror.nf\ It does not seem, therefore, such a serious task to render

pro<lu(tive a consideral. e pencntage of the pf)ssible area on which plants suitable

for duck feed will thrive.

In 1f>13 a certain amount of wild cclory was procured from Lake Erie by the

Oame and Fisheries Department of Oidario and sent to various persons interested

in the question. T'nfortnnatcly it was not possible to procure much seed ns owing
to the cold season it was several weeks late in maturinij and nt the proper time

for picking there were continuous high winds making it impossible to gather the

seed. After ripening the seed remains near the surface only about two weeks and
then falls to the bottom where it is impossible to pick it.

\'.\nior9 Plants Uskful foii Foon.

The floating pond weed {t'otatiiot/rton tiatans) is an important source of
food, as it is so widespread, growing not only in lakes but also in rivers and creeks.

In ibcse it forms a most valuable food. A full description is given below. The
leaves, which float <»n tiie surface, are coarse and wiry in appearanca and the

writer has never seen any cviilcnce of the leaves being eaten by ducks. Only the

secil appears to be edible. Tliis ripens in September, and in the creeks is a

welcome food for the marsh duck, while in the lakes it also helps to sujijiort the

deep water feeders. It will grow in water up to six feet in de|)th nnd it is im-
portant because it grows in so many places in Northern Ontario: i -iic lakes

and streams indeed, where fee;! is scarce it seems to be the only article of diet.

This plant furnishes food in September chiefly. With many of the other members
of the Potamogeton family the seed ripens later.

Another member of the same family is the Potamof/eton Jipfrrnpln/lhio.

also illustrated. It grows entirely under the surface of the water, the leaves and
also the seed being edible. The larger roundish leaves are easily mistaken for the

Pofamogefon nainns, but are submerged instead of floating. The seed ripens in

October and the plant grows in water .3 to 6 feet deep.

Potamoqeton perfoliains is probably the most important member of this

family growing in Northern Ontario at the present time, owing to the fact that it

thrives in so many places and will grow in a greater depth of water than tlie others.

It is found also on the shoals in T^ake Ontario where the ducks feed in the winter


