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The con-siuiii)!!..!! per i!i|.ita. .lup to increasin^r imhistrial activity ami
growinj; scarcity of ut.oil, has doul.led in tlie iiu^t fen voais ami will u.uloubt-
edly continue t.. incrca-se. Tl.c pcrtentaK.. of imported coal ..how,, only a
very f^liglit fallinj; off, due to the rea,.on previou.sly stated.

The principal fuel for a ho-e percentage of the population is, however
still wood. The amount used is difficult to estimate, hut assuming, in order
to arrive at an ai)proximatefifiure, that about half the poi)ulation, or .some
three million people, use wood for fuel at an average of 2^ cord.s per capifi
the total amount would I.-. 7* million cords. The cost of a cord of wood Ls
at t!>e present time on an average i)rol)al)ly not les.s than .;;2.(H), and the fuel
bill in .such a ciLse is some 15 milliim dollars.

The growing value ui the forests for other purpo.ses, such as for lumber
pulp and paper mills, adds another reason for the development of our peat
resources, e.specially as peat for fuel purposes is fully comj)aral.le and even
superior to wood.

Several attemi)ts have been made in Canada to manufacture peat
fuel, but in most ca.^es the results have been financial failures, which
have caused a certain distrust among capitalists and the genera! public in
everythmg connected with peat and the utilization of the peat bogs The
cause „f these failures has, in some , a.ses at least, been due to lack of know-
ledge of the peculiar pro[)erties of peat and the attempts in most ca.ses have
never passed the experimental .tage, very little peat fuel ha.ing been placed
on the market. The imp.,rtame of the fuel question is so evident, however
that every effort should be made to bring about a succes.sful utilization of
our peat bogs.

In .several European countries peat fuel and other peat products have
been manufactured on an economical basis for a long time and u.sed both
tor domestic and industrial purpo.ses. The writer was therefore ...iiunis-
sioned to proceed to these countries to investigate and report on the processes
and machmery used and collect such other information as would be of value
for Canadian conditions.


