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LarfSe Demand for Men.

At the time of which Professor Shortt wrote the

branches of the banks were found nearly altogether in

Ontario, Quebec, Xew Brunswick, and Nova Scotia

;

and they were but sparsely scattered in those Provinces.

In the last decade a phenomenal expansion has occurred

in ;!! directions—the ollices in the older pr()\ iiices Ikmiij^

multiplied, and hundreds of new establishments being

opened west of Lake Superior and on the Pacific slope.

Concurrently, the gross business or turnover of the

banks and the totals of their balance sheets have in-

creased by leaps and bounds.

To handle the larger business and to man the new
oflices have c:illetl for a great enlargement of the banking

staffs. At the annual meetings some bankers have con-

fessed that they were unable to open as many branches

as they wished because they could not find the managers

and the clerks they needed. In the effort to till this

demand juniors have been rapidly promoted, men im-

ported from outside businesses and professions, and

bank clerks brought from England and Scoi'ind. In

view of the circumstances, it was thought that a do-

tailed description of the various features and prin-

ciples of the present-day Canadian banking pra:.tice, the

reasons for the regulations contained in the codes, the

approved methods of training of juniors and of de-

veloping expert bankers, the mechanism of head ollice

government and supervision, and other matters con-

nected therewith, would have interest for banking and

other readers in Canada .and outside.

The author aims at presenting the interior working

of the Canadi.m bank in a manner that will appeal to

outsiders as well as to the clerks and olViccrs.

Some Comparisons.

Before proceeding to the matter of the education

of the junior otlicer, prior to and after he joins the pro-

fession, some space will be devoted to descriptions of

the general character of the business transacted by the

banks in Canada, it-- peculiarities rinJ points of difference

from the liankiiig l,iisinevs oi brhct": countries, notably

of the I'nited St.-.tes and oi '-Ir.gland am'. .Scotland, and

of the process of forming or oiganizing a new bank in

the l)omini<-n, as prescrilnvl by tl.c Bank A-t.

We have FCtu that, in the old diys, the bisiness

of the b.anks consisted mainly in facilit.ating 'the gath-

ering of produce over wide areas, and the shipping of


