
Sir Robt. L. Borden and the

Tariff.

NO, I.

"Mr. aiadittme wa» the only man
mong uj all wlin inr.'ird commtindlng
n-i.m r>nnu!ptloii Into rhe Irliih inovo-
nitnt. thft only n.nn who un.it.,1 iho
loftlPit Idf^nlB of nation*'. l,*o nurt
public duty with th«* Klory of vord»,
(ho moral fenius nf MaEtlnt wlili thi-
polillral genius of Cavour. He iir?med
to make Irlihmen helluve In them-
elven by th« very Torce of hia own
btllof In them."—John Morloy.

Great criacH produce groat mlndi.
The American RtbolUon itroduccd :«

Chatham, the Irlxh farolne gave ui
Peel, and ttia dmlrp for Homo Rule
In Irelaud placed Oladatone before the
world an the greolpat Engliahman of
his time. Is It toe much to hope that
Boine Canadian etalesmen will cease
looking buvKward, and will see ahead
a broad wlso policy that will tolerate
every religion, will re< ognlw the rights
of persona as hlpher than the right,
of property, and will make this na-
tion beconio a conttrited and happy
people?
The policy of protection, of free

trade, of honust.^ to manufacturers, or
to shlpbulldere, of a revenue by taxing
luxuries, of leaving foods on the free
list, of a direct Income tax— all these
are strictly policies and not prind-
plei. From 1815 to 1S45 It may have
been a wlce policy (or Britain to have
tariff protection. The repeal of the
|.rotective corn laws in 1846 and the
adoption of free trade rnay likewise
have jeen a wise poU^y for Britain
up to IftOO. Britain's free tracl-' policy
of thrt time brought a contemptuous
smile from Bipniar'-k, who laid the
found' 'on of protection for Germany
In 186a 1870. That wl/.ch was Britain's

food In 1870 waa stUmatlzcd aa Oer-
many'ri poison, and vice-versa. These
trade policies are neither moral or im-
moral, for they are not principles.

Whlcherer policy results in the great-

eat ffonit tn the areateat number eom-
iKwInic the nation, that should be the
tNillcy fur CanadA. Since ISTR Canada
has had tlu' hf^nnflis acrulng from the>
HO ittlhd Tlllcy-McDonnId National
Inllcy. 1 riven t" If by the rather un-
kindly attitude oi: If I'nltPd ^tatea,
CaiiHda ndoi>ti''I tl.at poliry for i..e pur-
I'ose of stliiiuliiiliig manufactures. The
Mbe.al I'urty of 1S9S to ISiM) continued
thltt tiirirf pr'.>ti.ciion, but rtrengthened
Hrltlah conni'ctlcn hy giving tariff
rrefcreruc to nil Brltl«li goods. The
m(«t dfvout adluTt iild to the Tory and
<irlt pirtlf;i liRVH to agree that, under
tho policlt-s of thC(-c two parties, Can-
lidian manur.i.turiri4 are now polldly
on their U^t. It might he truly wid
that manufaiitures which cannot rise
ti! Btablllty with thirty to forty vcara
of high protection had better be por-
niltt'id to die out, Ti>-dny, In 1919.
the condltlonn of living suggest that
Sir Robert Bon.en might take a leaf
out of rilr Robert reel's statesmanship
of 1840. and revNe our tariff down-
ward and no*, upr ard. For years Peel
had been a proterilinl^t. Neverthe.ess
lij faw that what was a wiae policy
up to IS-10, had become unwino In \»ia-
iC. On [>ec?mlwr 4, l«4r). the Ixmdon
Times said: "Tho Royal Speech will
recommend tlio Total R<:. .^1 of the
Corn I.jiwH.' Tlie continued rains had
dcplrnyM tlio ci(i|)b In Great Britain
niid famine existed In Ireland. Dire
necrsslty demanded a new policy. Rec-
cgtiirliic that now conditions uemand
tariff clianpes, Sir Robert Peel Intro-
duced and finally carried early In l!S4il

tho fimous Bill rep«'all'ig the rji,.

duties. It is likely that Sir Robert
r!(>;dcn is now ready in Canada to
emifiatc the distlngulshoil statesman
of 1845-46. If so, ho wlM take away
eome of the thunder In the Jovlne
Liberal camp at Ottawa and, by a less-

ened "ariff. force wealthy members of
the T)nnilnion Manufacturers' Aasocla-
tlon to accept smaller dividends than
thoae revealed in the late investiga-
tion. The <;xtremtly high rents pre-
vailing In St. John and other cities,

and the hlf;h coat of food and ctottaea,

arb not equalled (except In rat - cases)
hy the advance in wages. This con-
dition cannot he remedied by a Tariff

CommtssloR which will report next
December or January. By that time
the agony of winter with co.*! at $15.00


