September 14, 1940,

"Testerday afternoon it was announced that two very Lamportant
appo ntments in Mr, Gardiner's Department - one Dr, Stapleford and the
othor Dr, Christie of Esterhasy as Supervisor of military medieal
examinationsy they are the sort of appointments one eould expect from
Gardiner, but 1f anything more were rejuired to snmoy and aggravate us
this 1s the sort of thing that does it,

"Stapleford was the Principal of Regina College here, He
was an uncampromising Liberal w'o busied hi-self in political matters
alwayss The Collage was tsken over by the University end he received
a splendid pension which, I think, he 1s still receiving, Then he
went to Victaria College as Assistunt to the President, 1In 1987
Gardiner brought him from Toronto in connection with rell f work in
Saskatchewan, paying him a handsome fee for doing nothing but writing
a useless report, He 15 a very suave gentleman, but insofar as
accomplishment is concerned, he 1s a false alarm, Then as to Christie,
his appointment i3 en insult to the ~edical men of Canada who have tuken
an interest in military training, He has been a very small-town Doctor
for all his professional 1ife, His chisf claim to fome 1a that he has
been the President of Liberal Assoclatlons in Gardiner's own seat,

"It is signifigant thot in a war this new War Services Depart-
ment 135 heeded by men who have no tradition of war service at all,
Gardiner, the Winister, did not serve in the last warj Davis, his
Deputy Minister, did not serve in the last wur; Stapleford and Christie,
his last appointees, did not serve in the last ware, Colonel Lafldche
did serve vary well, but no one has any eonfidence in him because of his
Bren Gun record and apparently we will have a Prench-Canadlan in charge
of recruiting in this Mr, Gagnier, whoover he is,

"The only newspaper that seems alive to Gurdiner's desire
to establish this new Department as a political department sesms to be
the "Winnipeg Tribune®, Mr, Biri geems to be quite aware of what the
"Little Napoleon®™ frem the West is capable of and what he has in mind,
These la t two appoilntaents are straight political appointments cnd -ake
you all the more sore at heart,

"This morning I am told Christie has one son of militery
age but uot in the army,"
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