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By JOHN KERNAGHAN of that cost as the province subsidized 50 g ^
Given the thanklessness of the job — per cent of the price tag for show g _ _ __ .

450 miles of road to clear, stretches of up removal. WP WP 9 WP 11 M 9
£ to 16 hours on top of regular shifts, and Attacking a major fall of snow is not x W* ■ ■ ■ H | III U Pll

the myriad complaints attendant to simply a matter of a hurried call to arms. U| | | | Up |
x cleaning up a major snowfall . — Planning to keep roads clear actually £ —
lv Mississauga’s road maintenance crew began last spring When budget x , * ...
•if remains relatively chipper about their allocations were set. if By JOHN STEWART - testimony from senior expense and the
ff task With the 1973 budget of slightly more :f: Attempts to have an in- Ministry or Transportation Ministry plan
I "Sure, they grouse and complain when than $300,OOtUcoads supervisor Jeffrey g terim median barrier andI Communication official reconstruction
S you ask them to help out to clean up the started a meticulous breakdown of the erected along Highway 401 In R.W. Oddson. between Renfor
S roads, but it's strictly volunteer work tat municipality in the fall to dispense Mississauga where six fatal Oddson, an engineer told Hwy. 10.
S time-and-a-half and they never let us needed equipment to each area. K accidents have occurred this the inquest he wouldn Completion
« down " says city engineering depart- The 45 areas were allocated equipment :j: year appears to be an recommend the erection of will ake anoth
S inent road maintenance administrator’ depending on need and Middleton S “exercise in futility,' a barriers in the vicinity of the construction!
ji Keith Middleton. negotiated contracts to supply standby ::: coroner s jury was told accidents near Toronto completed for
$ “It's tough work and cold. I’ve seen equipment and drivers for the season. X Monday International Airport, years-
* some of these guys work 52 hours over a By the first snowflake detailed maps of * Crown attorney lan Cowan because of the time required Herewehav
f: weekend and then have to report in a 8 -each area were prepared for crews' with § made the remark during to get the work done, the collisions in a
x a.m. Monday morning.” priority routes .colour-coded. Jeffrey, a x ^
jij: But even in a field that is loaded with 17-year veteran of coming to grips with .* •;;> ^
:x criticism for heaping up tons of snow, Mother Nature, supervises the entire j

. | Mississauga's snow removal team is operation from the Mavis Road ::: , t *
gaining favourable reviews. headquarters or from his radio-equipped £

"Usually we just get complaints but car. ^ -
jjj: the Friday before Christmas 1 had five There is often up to two days to plan for ‘ . - %
£: calls praising the job we did. That really coming snow as engineering receives 24- v 

made my Christmas,” says Middleton. hour weather reports from the Dominion *
!:•: Compared with irfost municipalities Weather Bureau, forecasting up to three ::: - - •

and considering the immense 115 square days in advance. - v A
£ miles with which they must deal, the But more often than not, the operation * :-jg■ JT
x city's engineering and works crew does a is bedevilled by the. tuning .of the storms x .....^

The Dec. 20 storm which dropped close “For some reason we seem to get a lot :j: , A;
to an even foot on Mississauga was a of snowfalls on Fridays when there is the v ' .ML \ ^
perfect example of their efficency. heaviest volume of traffic on the roads. A. . x\\

After the first two inches had’fallen, That day, or any morning before the rush $ AMm.
roads maintenance supervisor Max hour, arethe worst times, says Jeffrey. \ BfA***"

x Jeffrey summoned trucks which spread- However, even after the last crescent x X
:•: salt on the major routes i Hwys. 5 and 10 is cleared and red-eyed workers beat by IB j |fl& .«
£ and the l>akeshorei. A mixture of salt double and triple shifts interrupted only

and sand was applied to other arterial by short rests have gone home, the work jfjfll
jgjIF*

As the snow mounted Jeffrey called in There remains the carting away of £ 
the 29 available graders and the 12 trucks street side breakers of snow, and worse, ***

>:• with ploughs. In total, 44 town employees the task of answering complaints which WL
and :u contractors worked through the belongs to Middleton and Jeffrey. Ilk |
night to keep roads open. Both men sympathize with the :g

There were massive delays and some householder who has ’
to he sure, but travellers in driveway three times in a day or has had

g Mississauga didn't suffer the bog-like his car submerged in a wake of white x £«
conditions which forced drivers to stuff, but as they explain it, the im- /I1 4?^ ^
abandon cars in other areas. mediacy ot the job must come first.

And for virtually everyone who worked “We could add a gate to our trucks and
•:J: iri Mississauga, there was no late pun- graders that would stop a driveway being x jWPr^K - A

ching in the next morning at least not filled in but it would double the time a
:;i because of the roads. clean-up takes. A driver would have to *
jij That storm cost about $75,000, about GO stop every 50 feet, lower the gate for the x r , | ^ fcr

per cent being represented by labour driveway and then stop and raise the 
:j: costs, the remainder being for rental of gate,” says Jeffrey. f. __ •

graders and trucks «the city owned two “That would addanother 50 per cent on gHMEfkggfl....." v .|li W ,,
x graders and 19 trucks before amalgama- to the cost of each snowfall.”

But town ratepayers pick up only half have something else to complain about. ■ A


