-« 75th Women’s Day march attracts 9,000 to Eaton’s protest

By REMA SINGH

About 9,000 people marched in the
name of peace, sexual equality, and
the freedom of choice on the abor-
tion issue last Saturday, the 75th
anniversary of International Wo-
men’s Day.

The march, which began at Con-
vocation Hall, stopped traffic on its
way to the Eaton’s Centre where an
estimated 3,000 protesters crowded
into the store chanting ‘‘Boycott
Eaton’s,” and *‘Contract now.”

After half an hour of Eaton’s pro-

testing, the march continued to its
ultimate destination at the Ryerson
Polytechnical Institute, where sing-
ers and speakers celebrated Interna-
tional Women’s Day with the crowd
until 7 p.m.

“We can work together for the
rights of women,”” said speaker Laur-
ie Bell of the March 8 Coalition, a
group formed in 1978 to organize
Women’s Day and commemor-
ate the first celebrations. Bell dis-
cussed various topics dealing with
the Eaton’s strikers, the pro-choice

movement, Action Day Care, the
Anti-Intervention Coalition and immi-
grant women.

Almost 80 percent of the workers
in Eaton’s are women, ‘“women who
have been deprived of economic
rights in the workforce,” said Bell.
‘“Eaton’s continues to exploits their
workers.”

Speaking on behalf of the Eaton’s
strikers, Maria Cabelli said, “We are
fighting for justice against against T.
Eaton. Women today are finally-
being recognized as having the right
to be heard.” The workers want fair-

ness, acceptance, security, and all in
all better job benefits, she said.

Bell talked about repealing abor-
tion laws to give women the freedom
to exercise their choice,” she said. “It
is our legal right to have safe and
legal abortions at our choice,” demand-
ed Bell.

Instead of spending money on
luxuries, such as the Dome Stadium,
Bell said, it should be used to provide
services for the homeless, the bat-
tered, and day care. ‘“*‘Homes not
domes,” chanted the crowd.

“Immigrant women are deprived
of their dignity and their wages,”
Bell said. ““Colored women are deval-
ued and exploited in a white-dominat-
ed society.” The Immigrant Wom-
en’s Community organize classes,
workshops, and training services for
those who seek work.

“*“We are sisters, mothers, lovers,
and teachers,” Bell concluded. “We
are black, brown, and white. We
have known violence but we are
healers. We have the strength to
bring life to this world.”

*Suggested retail price for 1985 Chevy Chevette Scooter
2-Door Hatchbock Coupe with standard equipment.
Freight excluded. Dealer may sell for less
All comparisons exclude other GM products.

TAKE THE LEAST EXPENSIVE ROUTE
THROUGH COLLEGE.

The lowest price for a North American-built car gets
you a 1985 Chevy Chevette Scooter Coupe with
hatchback convenience. Cut pile carpet. Reclining
full-foam bucket seats. Electronic ignition. Radial
tires. Peppy 1.6 litre overhead cam 4-cylinder
engine. 4-speed manual tfransmission. Rack-and-
pinion steering. Body side mouldings. All fora
bottom-line that sends it to the top of the class!




