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Carter Scholtz wrote that no art — rule rather than the exception), re-

form can grow and prosper without  lies on the vote cast by the consumer
being supported by a body of criti-  to guide its direction.

R Comics haven't been given a fair
BOOKS shake as an artistic medium. Every
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being accepred by adults, that com-

ment is usually prompred by the re-

cism, While the name probably lease of some insipid movie based on

doesn’t mean a lot to most people, a strip character. It's the same as

what Scholtz said is true, especially  saying that music has no arti

for a medium like the comic strip,  tegrity unless a song has a video to
accompany it. This is why Scortt
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such an important book for the me-
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Other books have been written
about comics, some concerned with
theirhistory (Kurtzman's From Aargh!

to Zap!) while others dwelled on the
creative process (Eisner’s landmark
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act of reading a comic, breaking it
number of stages.
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attaching to it any type of content or

genre, something the casual observer
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{cCloud does is set forward his quite
ddmul\l( definition of comics, and
in doing so makes two important
observations. The first is that the
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with juvenile literature. The second
is that the reader can now recognize

certain works of art as being comics,
from even before “The Torture of
Saint Erasmus” (¢.1460) to long after
William Hogarth's “A Harlots
Progress” (1731), without Batman or
Garfield appearing even once.
McCloud then goes on to con-
cern himself with the conventions of
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criticism as building blocks for his

theories, he discusses the variety of

methods from across the world for

representing time and motion. There
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is 216 page book is thar it is

presented in the medium it is discuss
1ng. You could write a book in prose
form about COMICs as t':lhl]\' 45 you
could about film, but a book about
as well as a

filmabout films, gets the point across

comics in comic form,

without unnecessary delays in inter-
pretation.

This is simply the best book of its
kind. That it is the only book of its
der-

standing Comics leads to other serious

kind is disappointing, but if Un

books on comics, it will have done
more than any other for the medium.
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you! Come find out more about
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