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Mommie Vindicated
by Tina Novotny

When Christina Crawford's 
controversial autobiography, 
Mommie Dearest appeared two 
years ago, it rocketed to the top 
of the best-seller charts. Last 
name familiar, first name not? 
Well, Miss Crawford’s success 
as an author was well insured, 
not because of any addictive 
new style or a novel storyline 
but because her writing was 
fueled by two important com­
ponents; A) a big name and B) 
mud to sling at it. When 
advance promotion was done 
for the movie version featuring 
Faye Dunaway as Joan Craw­
ford, the public's anticipation 
could be measured by a geiger 
counter. Sadly, the excitement

depraved, but because of the 
magnitude of Dunaway's per­
formance we also see the 
woman as the enigma she was.

was not wholly a tribute to 
either actress, but rather more 
an example of the "National 
Enquirer” mentality of the 
masses.

And line up they did, but not 
for what they expected. True, 
the basic plot still adheres to the 
subject of the book (famous 
movie star adopts, thus endear­
ing herself to her public but pri­
vately proceeds to abuse the 
children both mentally and 
physically) but there stands a 
major difference between the 
book and the enactment; objec­
tivity and fairness. We still see 
scenes as depicted in the book 
of Joan abusing Christina, wag­
ing a battle of wills with her and 
acting generally manical and

Make-up artist Lee C. Harmon's 
recreation of the legendary star 
is almost frightening in its per­
fection, which only further 
makes us identify with Joan 
Crawford as a woman preyed 
upon by her destiny as Duna­
way breathes humaness into the 
face so many loved from afar.

Christina Crawford is played 
respectively by Mara Hobel and 
Diana Scarwid, another startling 
likeness not only between vita 
persona and dramatis personae, 
but also between these high- 
powered young actresses them­
selves. Here too we are given a 
more just perspective on the 
Crawford women's conflict, for 
the real Christina would never 
have presented, herself in her

book as she appears to us on 
the screen : a precocious, 
somewhat impudent child of 
money. And how well spent it is. 
Director Frank Perry moves his 
characters through such mate­
rial magnificence that one 
almost forgets that this movie 
has so base a plot as child 
abuse.

When the credits roll and the 
house lights flicker on it would 
be hard to say whether either 
Crawford came away victorious. 
The mother-daughter relation­
ship is complex enough in itself 
without one of the parties being 
Joan Dearest, mommie to a 
myriad of fans. As for who got 
the last word, one thing is for 
sure; an eye for an eye, a movie 
for a book.
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I Sights end Sounds
"ONE OF THE 

NIGHT SPOTS IN 
HALIFAX”

1717 BARRINGTON ST.. HALIFAX 
(Across From St. Paul's Church)

INTRODUCESi 1 ) I
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/> DIRECT REFLECTING LOUDSPEAKERS
M.S.L $549 00 Pair

SLEEPY S SPECIAL $449 90
Pair

M.S.L $969 00 Pair
SLEEPY S SPECIAL $769.00 I

Pair @
' Also ava ijh.s Special pn.-mq nn Bose Mo'dei 601 and Model H 

901. Auditions Available Now1 IERMS AVAILABLE

To Live Entertainment NightlyÜTZ MODEL 3’

D

MODEL 501By day, a gorgeously relaxed room 
offering an inexpensive but inviting 
business luncheon. By night, the 
place where everyone wants to 
be...Interesting people, friendly 
staff and fast exciting music.

1786 Granville St. 
Halifax, N.S. 

425-3610
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 a.m.

SLEEPY’S SUGGESTIONS
L1

M.S.L

Sansu: 25 wait per channel Stereo Amp­
lifier ......................
Sansui semi-automatic be it drive turntable 
with cartridge
Aura Aduio 40 watt 3-way a>r suspension 
speaker?

$229.95 
$249.95
$299.95 

TOTAL M.S.L. $799.85

“As close to an English Pub as you’ll 
find outside of England” - A visiting 
patron from England.

SLEEPY S SPECIAL $499.90
The Split Crow has gained a 
reputation for its warmth and 
friendliness and an atmosphere that 
simply invites one to join in on the 
festivities and shenanigans that are 
the Split Crow!!

Every night there is live entertain­
ment and a party atmosphere - but 
never a cover charge.

• display and sale of •
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Sights and Sounds1855 Granville St. 

Halifax, N.S.
Mon. - Thurs.

Join us for warm hospitality in the 11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. 
popular pub where friends are 
found and new friendships made.
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1717 BARRINGTON STREET. HALIFAX

423-9359
DELIVERY AVAILABLEFri. - Sat.

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
ALSO AVAILABLE ADC Cartridge. Mitsubishi turntables RCA 
Selectavision. Bast Tapes. Aurex decks, Toshiba Portables 

ADVICE AVAILABLE NO CHARGE1 33230


